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Puzzles 
In King 
Manhunt 

Mississippi Klansmen 
Absolved in Slaying 

By GAYLORD SHAW 
Associated Press 

MEMPHIS — Investi-
gators appeared yester-
day to be re-examining 
the possibility that more 
than one person was in-
volved in the assassina- 
tion of Dr. Martin Luther 
King. 

They seemed puzzled about 
conflicting reports on the 
number of getaway cars in-
volved and about police radio 
transmissions - telling of a 
high-speed chase — which' 
apparently never took place 
— through northeast Mem-
phis 30 minuts after a sniper 
killed Dr. King with a single 
rifle shot. 

The FBI, conducting what 
it calls the most massive 
manhunt in its history, main-
tained silence on all aspects 
of t h e investigation. But 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark is-
sued a new statement that 
dropped earlier references to 
"one man on,the run." 

Sixteen hours after Dr. 
King was slain April 4, Clark 
said evidence "indicates a 
single individual" was in-
volved. "there is no evidence 
of a widespread plot," he 
said. 

In a seven-line statement 
issued in Washington Friday 
night, Clark said the FBI 
was devoting all its re-
sources to the investigation, 
"working around the clock 
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pursuing every lead." He 
said it was impossible to 
predict when an arrest would 
be made. 

Another  Justice Depart-
ment spokesman noted it 
took 12 dais to make arrests 
in the May 1963, slaying of 
Mississippi civil rights leader 
Medger Evers and more than 
five months in the 1964 slay-
ings of three civil rights 
workers in Mississippi. 

In the 10 days since Dr. 
King's slaying,  the lights  

involved is if a new member 
of the Klan group, not yet 
identified by FBI informants, 
took part in the slaying. 

The FBI deems that possi-
bility very remote, it was 
learned, because of the ex-
tensive FBI infiltration of the 
White Knights during the past 
four years. 

Elimination for the present 
of the White Knights from 
the investigation was made 
after members were checked 
for their whereabouts on the 
day of the slaying. 

FBI IN CHARGE 

Spokesmen for the Mem-
phis police insist their de-
partment still is working 
closely with federal agents. 
But from all indications, the 
FBI has t a k en over the 
investigation completely. 

At police headquarters, 
Fire and Police D it e_c t o r 
Frank Holloman. for 25 years 
an FBI agent, hands inquir-
ing reporters a mimeo-
graphed statement: 

"The successful investiga-
tion of this case is the over-
riding consideration and for 
that reason I have no com-
ment to make concerning the 
ease at this time." 

Then, politely but firmly, 
he refuses to answer ques-
tions. So do other officers. 

Holloman held five news 
conferences within 24 hours 
after Dr. King was shot and 
freely answered inquiries. 
Since then, he has been stoni-
ly silent. 

INTERVIEWS 

This is an account of the 
events that have taken place 
as pieced together from. 
scores of interviews: 

On April 4, Dr. King held a 
day-long planning session in 
his $13-a-day room — No. 306 
— at the Lorraine Motel. He 
had come here to Lead a 
march in support of striking 
sanitation workers. 

He told the Rev. Samuel 
Kyles of Memphis that he 
was weary of restaurant 
food. 

"I want some soul food," 
he said. 

ATLANTA — (UPI) — The 
White Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan have been ruled out, at 
least for the present, of any 
part in the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Sources close to the FBI 
investigation said yesterday 
the Klan, accused in the past 
of plotting murders in Missis-
sippi. apparently had no part 
in the assassination in Mem-
phis, April 4. 

The only possibility the 
White Knights may have 

Sources said it took the 
FBI four days to account for 
the activities of each of the 
nearly 500 Kluxers on that 
Thursday. 

No rumors or tips from 
within the White Knights 
ranks have come to the FBI 
to indicate the Klan had any 
knowledge that Dr. King was 
to be murdered. 

"This state (Mississippi) 
was turned upside down in 
four days." a source close to 
the investigation said. 

have burned all night, night 
after night, in the corner 
suite on the eighth floor of 
Memphis' new federal build-
ing. 

NO COMNIENT 
There, dozens of FBI 

agents have methodically 
sifted through what is de-
scribed as "very substan-
tial" physical evidence. 

Exactly what this evidence 
is has not been officially 
revealed, but sources report 
some of the major items are 
palm and fingerprints, an 
overnight bag believed to , 
contain clothing and a 
high-powered rifle with a tel- ' 
escopic sight. 

Robert Jensen, 52, special 
agent in charge of the Mem-
phis office, wore a strained 
smile as he faced reporters. 
"AU I can say is no com-
ment," he repeated to all 
questions. 

Jensen wouldn't even say 
how many agents have been 
sent into Memphis. But in a 
five-minute period late one 
night, reporters watched 15 
agents hurry in or out of the 
suite through an unmarked 
side door. 

FBI agents have inter-
viewed hundreds of persons 
in Memphis, Birmingham, 
Atlanta and elsewhere, in 
most cases telling them to 
keep their mouths shut. They 
have taken over the records 
of two rooming houses and at 
least one gun shop. They 
have poured through docu-
ments in state and local gov-
ernment offices throughout 
the South. 

"You know where to get 
it." Kyles replied. "Come 
home and eat dinner with 
me." Dr. King said he would 
enjoy that. 

So 23 minutes before sun-
set, Dr. King stepped onto 
the balcony in front of his 
room. 

Two hundred - five feet and 
three inches away, a man 
wearing a black business 
suit, white shirt and narrow 
black tie stood in the bathtub 
of a flophouse's second-floor 
communal bathroom. Giving 
his name as John Willard, a 
man had rented room 5-A 
three hours earlier from 
manager Bessie Brewer. 
paying a week's rent $8.50 
— in advance, using a $20 
bill. , 

Now he looked out of the 
bathroom window, across a 
pile of junk in a vacant lot, 
just above the tops of scrub-
by trees growing along an 
embankment and onto the 
balcony of the Lorraine Mo-
tel. 

He squinted through the 
telescopic sight of a .30-.06 
Remington pump action rifle. 

Ka-blam! 
One shot rang out. 
The bullet ripped into Dr. 

King's neck, 
"Oh!" he gasped as he 

crumpled to the concrete bal-
cony floor. 

It was 6:01 p.m. 
40 OFFICERS 

Dr. King had not asked for 
protection, but Police Direc-
tor Holloman had stationed 
about 40 officers in the vicini-
ty. Some apparently were 



• 

posted in the vacant lot 
across Mulberry Street — the 
lot behind the Main Street 
flophouse. 

The officers, wearing blue 
helmets and carrying rifles.' 
immediately sealed off the 
area of the motel. But the 
killer already was making 
his way through the Main 
Street entrance to the room-
ing house. one block away. 

White Mustangs are com-
mon in Memphis. Two of 
them, both 1966 models, were 
parked within 100 feet of the 
roomng house entrance at 
6:01 p.m. Fifteen minutes 
later, both were gone. 

Some witnesses said the 
killer walked calmly down 
the steps to the street, turned 
left and dropped a rifle in the 
next doorway, and continued 
several feet to the Mustang 
bearing a red and white li-
cense plate. Red and white 
plates are used in both Ar-
kansas and Alabama. 

6:45 p ., a police dis- 
pate 	egan relaying calls 
about a chase in northeast 
Memphis — eight miles away 
— including a white Mustang 
and a blue Pontiac. 
A white male driving the 
Mus tan g. the police radio 
crackled, was "responsible 
for this shooting." 

EIGHT CALLS 

Eight calls, supposedly 
from a police lieutenant, 
'were relayed by the dis-
patCher during the next 22 
minutes. At one point, the 
dispatcher reported, the driv-
er of the Mustang was firing 
on the pursuing Pontiac. 

"I was not involved in any  

came from a stationary 
transmitter.  

By week's end. police ap-
peared to have concluded 
that the chase. for whatever 
reason it was reported, was a 
hoax. 

Early Friday inerning, 12 
hours after the shooting, an 
Atlanta housewife looked out 
of the window of her apart-
ment in the Capitol Homes 
project — 383 miles to the 
southeast — and saw a "nice 
looking man" step out of a 
1966 white Mustang. 

Six days later — on Thurs-
day afternoon — Federal 
agents swdoped down on the 
abandoned Mustang. 

The car bore !i license tag 
from Jefferson County — bir-

!mingham — Ala., No. 1- 
: 38993. Two Mexican inspec-
, lion stickers were pasted. to 
1 the front windshiled. The 

floor was littered with cigar-
et butts and covered with 
mud. 

Between 3:15 	d 5:30 
p.m.. the car w towed to 
the Feder 	ding. 

O RECORD 
At .5:22 p.m., the Florida 

police teletypewriter ticked  

for Eric Starvo Gait, 36. The 
bulletin said Galt was driv-
ing a 1966 white Mustang 
hardtop with Alabama tag 
No. 1-38993. 

Four hours later, the mes-
sage was withdrawn with the 
explanation it was "erro-
neous." 

app e GI 

'cense last Sept. 5. The appli-
cation describes him as 5-11, 
175 pounds, with blue eyes 
and brown hair — roughly 
the same description given 
by witnesses for the man 
seen fleeing the Memphis 
rooming house. 

The document says Galt is 
an unemployed merchant 
seaman. The Maritime union 
has no record of an Eric 
Galt. 

His address was listed as 
2068 Highland, Birmingham, 
a two-story stucco house with 
a neon light that flashes in 
red. "rooms." 

Other reside cis of this 
house say thay have not seen 
Gait in three months, al-
though a duplicate drivers' 
license was mailed to him at 
that address last March 1. 

The FBI refuses to say 
why it is seeking Galt. 

chase," the . lieutenant 6aidlout a "locate and notify" 
afterward. A college student !message. It. was an FBI alert 
With a citizens band radio in 
his car later said he was re-
laying details of the chase to 
the lieutenant. He said the 
voice he was monitoring 
identified himself as the oc-
cupant of the blue car chas-
ing the Mustang. 

The student said the trans-
missions he received never 
faded, indicating the calls Records in Alabama 'show 

a driver's  li- 


