
SFC
hronicie 

A
 S

ecret P
riso

n
 fo

id
ifeaty 

S
an B

ernardino 
R

o
n
ald

 W
ay

n
e B

e at y
 

p
lead

ed
 g

u
ilty

 an
d
 w

 a s 
im

m
ed

iately
 sen

ten
ced

 to
 

life in
 p

riso
n
 h

ere y
ester-

day for his role in the. O
c-

to
b
er 6

 am
b
u
sh

 in
 w

h
ich

 
he escaped from

 tw
o C

hi-
n
o
 p

riso
n
 g

u
ard

s, o
n
e o

f 
w

h
o
m

 w
as k

illed
 an

d
 th

e 
o
th

er w
o
u
n
d
ed

. 
S

uperior C
ourt Judge E

d-
w

ard
 P

. F
o
g
g
 ag

reed
 to

 a 
p
ro

p
o
sal b

y
 B

eaty
 u

n
d
er 

w
hich tw

o escape charges 
against him

 w
ere dropped 

an
d
 th

e arran
g
em

en
ts fo

r 
h
is fu

tu
re cu

sto
d
y
 w

ill b
e 

kept a secret. 
T

he 35 - year - old convict- 

ed robber has been referred 
to as "an enem

y of the peo-
ple" w

ho has "every reason 
to

 fe
a
r fo

r 
h
is life

" b
y
 

sp
o
k
esp

erso
n
s fo

r th
e B

ay
 

A
rea V

encerem
os group, a 

M
aoist organization w

hich, 
acco

rd
in

g
 to

 p
o
lice, B

eaty
 

claim
s helped him

 plot and 
carry

 o
u
t th

e am
b
u
sh

 an
d
 

escape. 
E

leven m
em

bers of V
en-

cerem
os, including form

er 
S

tanford professor H
. B

ruce 
F

ran
k
lin

, w
ere arrested

 in
 

connection w
ith the escape 

after B
eaty w

as captured on 
the B

ay B
ridge D

ecem
ber 11 

an
d
 g

av
e p

o
lice w

h
at h

e 
claim

ed w
ere details of the  

alleged plot. 
T

he 11 have de,nied B
ea-

ty's claim
s, saying that po-

lice are using him
 to crack 

dow
n on the m

ilitant organi-
zation. 

B
eaty

 seem
ed

 calm
 an

d
 

an
sw

ered
 q

u
estio

n
s in

 a 
firm

 v
o
ice y

esterd
ay

 as h
e 

appeared w
ith his court - ap-

p
o
in

ted
 atto

rn
ey

, A
d
rian

 
S

m
eltzer. H

e entered a plea 
of guilty to the first degree 
m

urder charge against him
 

an
d
 w

as im
m

ed
iately

 sen
-

ten
ced

 to
 life. W

h
ere h

e 
serv

es th
at term

, h
o
w

ev
er, 

apparently w
ill rem

ain a se-
cret. 

T
he am

bush occurred on a  

road near the prison at C
hi-

no as B
eaty w

as being trans-
ported to a court hearing on 
a previous escape charge. 
T

h
at ch

arg
e w

as o
n
e o

f 
those dropped yesterday. 

T
he prison car containing 

B
eaty

 an
d
 tw

o
 u

n
arm

ed
 

guards, Jesus S
anchez, 24, 

an
d
 G

eo
rg

e J. F
itzg

erald
, 

36, w
as forced off the road 

by another vehicle contain-
ing four persons, according 
to

 au
th

o
rities. In

 th
e b

laze 
of gunfire from

 the second 
car, S

anchez w
as killed and 

F
itzgerald w

ounded. 
P

olice say that B
eaty be-

cam
e associated w

ith V
en-

cerem
o
s w

h
ile in

 p
riso

n
 in

 

1971. Police say he told them
 

he w
as freed by m

em
bers of 

the group and w
as hidden by 

them
 until his capture D

e-
cem

ber 11. 
W

hile he w
as a fugitive, 

the V
encerem

os new
spaper 

had referred to B
eaty as a 

m
an w

ho has "w
on the love 

o f 	
a
ll p

riso
n
 re

v
o
lu

- 
tionaries." O

u
r C

o
rre

s
p

o
n

d
e
n

t 


