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Hobart Goes on Trial Over Campts Disorders
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By WILLIAM E. FARRELL

. Special to The New York Times
- CANANDAIGUA, N.Y., Feb.
2—Hobart College went on
trial here today in what is be-
lieved to be the first time that
a college has been taken to
court on criminal charges in
connection with a campus
disorder.

‘The charges against the col-
lege, whose campus in nearby
Geneva, are that it ‘recklessly
tolerated” actions by students
last June in threatening to riot
if the police did not release
three students arrested on drug
charges.

Early in the morning of June
5, more than 500 students sur-
rounded two police cars on the
campus, defacing the vehicles
and refusing to let the police-
men who were trapped inside
to leave the cars.

The students were particu-
larly incensed that one of the
vehicles was, carrying Thomas
(Tommy the Traveler) Tongyai,
a slender, brooding 26-year-old
campus undercover agent in
the employ of the Ontario
County Sheriff’s office whose
identity the students had dis-
covered.
|/"Fearful that the demonstra-
tion would result in bloodshed,
the authorities were persuaded
to release the three students
booked on' durg: charges and
grant them amnesty.

The issue generated wide
controversy in this part of the
Finger Lakes region and
prompted Governor Rocketeller
to appoint two special prosecu-
tors and call an extraordinary
term of the Supreme Court to
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