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BAIGON, Nov. 20—after
ni_i:'e vears of daily English-
language military briefings
for the foreignpress, the
gavernment announced that
tofay’s'was the last.

;rFor the tinygrup of for-
eign correspondents who
ga‘hthered in the government
announeced that today's was
th,'_g last.

For the tiny group of for-
eigh corresponcents wha
zgthered in the government
press building at he last
bifefing today to hear the
announcement, the event
had a certain nostalgia,

Several could recall the
days at the height of the
wgr when hundreds of cor-
regpondents would jam into
the small, superheated brief-
ing room and shout their en-
rafged questions at military
briefers standing on a plat-
fafm before them bathed in
thé*glare of television klieg
lights.

:]:hose briefings were dub-
bed the “five o'clock fol-
lies,” and they usually fea-
tured an American lieuten-
ant colonel dressed in fa-
tigues who gave the news in
a bland cmonotone and then
managed not to elaborate.

The Vietnamese briefer,
Lt} Col. Le Trung Hien,
wduld give his news, too, si-
deStepping tricky questions

with  blankfaced profes-
sional imperviouness.

When the Americans left
Vietnam there was no
lofiger a U.S. side to the
briefings, anad  ttednance

gradually dwindled as the
foreign press corps shranks
in the 22 months since the
Paris cease-fire agreement.

About a score of fulltime
foeign correspondents are
in ’saison now. At the
height of the war, there
were sometimes more than
500 correspondents in town,
more than 100 fo whom
were based here.

The five o'clock follies,
whech were in faet held in
various buildings and vary-
ing times over the years, be-
came a primary source of
material for many of these
correspondents,

The briefings provided
the grist for the daily sum-
maries of fighting that most
newspapers in America car-
riedfor years.

Today Col, Hien, who has
been doing the same job

cach day for eight years, |

said: “We do this because w
ejust dom’t want you to
waste your time. slso, we
oftenhave nothing to say on
ourfpart.”

ﬁean'mg on the polium as
he always did, a huge South
Vietnamese flag and a color
phéto of President Thieu be-
hind him, Hien listened to a
correspondent ask if a lack
of questions or a lull in the
watrt had brught an end to
the briefing. His answer was
not* entirely eclear, but no-
body pressed him.

Col. Hien explained that a
daily war summar in Eng-
lish: will still be distributed
and that he will be available
in his office at the Psycho-
logical Warfare Department
toa nswer questions.

He aso said that the
morning Vietnamese-lan-
guage briefings, from which
foreigners are barred, will
continue.

Actually, he said, the Eng-
lish-language briefings are
being cancelled
“temporarily.” Should the
situation warrant, hey might
be resummed, he said.

A CBS television crew
was on hand to film today's
briefing, the first time in a
long time.

The last dramatic brieting
here of wide interest to
Americans took place on
Dee. 15 last year, when an
American major appeared
to tell how, Amercan officer
was killed and four thers
were wounded in an appar-
ently well-planned Commu-
nist ambush .of an unarmed
American  body recovery
team. -

Col. Hien received a small
round'of applause this after-
noon after he said his final,
“thank you.” .

S. Vietnam Retakes
*‘Iron Triangle’ Base

SAIGON, Nov. 20 (AP)—
South Vietnamese forces to-
day recaptured the ‘last of
three outposts in the “Iron
Triangle” 25 miles north of
Saigon after a bloody six-
month campaign, the mili-
tary command announced.

The North Vietnamese
and Vietcong overran the
posts last May. The a stag-
ing base for attacks on the
capital.

Government forces suf-
fered heavy casualties-some
uays as many as 100 men

killed or wounded-in the“

campaign. The military com-
mand said North Vietnam-
ese losses also were heavy, -

President Nguyen Van
Thieu ordered the outposts
retaken by last June 19—
Armed Forced Forces Day—
but the campaign dragged
on.




