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But Police Move to Halt
March by Opposition—
A Deputy Is Arrested

By JAMES M. MARKHAM
Specia! to The New York Times

SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Thursday, Oct. 31—On the eve
of a planned antigovernment
demonstration, President Ngu-
yen Van Thieu made an appar-
ent bow to opposition pressure
yesterday in announcing the
transfer of three military corps
commanders.

But early this morning the
police cracked down on a st:ag-
ing point for the demonstration
and beat and arrested an op-
position Deputy and some dis-

_ sident journalists,

The annoyncement of the
mlitary shake-up, made over
the national radio, was a vie-
tory for a brpadening opposi-
tion coalition, led by a Roman
Catholic anticorruption group.
All ‘three of t?e generals had
been accused of corruption.

Other Officers Dismissed

The transfer of the generals
followed the diL‘missa] on Fri-
day of 377 army officers on
charges of corruption and the
resignation on ; Thursday of
four Cabinet ministers, includ-
ing Information Minster Hoang
Duc Nha, a cousin and adviser
of President Thieu. The dis-
missals were viewed as efforts
by the President to ease public
criticism of the Government,

But any impression of gov-
ernment. softness toward the
opposition given by last night's
announcement Was offset by a
police raid on the National
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Continued From Page 1, Col, 1

 Press Club in downtown Sai-
sl gon, where more than 50 jour-

in today’s demonstration.

the morning plainclothes police
began taking flash pictures of a

{
lounging in a small park in
a midnight curfew,

4 aged to herd most of the jour-
= malists closer to the press club,
J whicsh is lecated on Le Loi
{ Street.

“ed as the police ring tightened,

sition Deputy, was dragged 15
ward a police jeep. As he prat

theoretically makes him im-
mune — he was thrown from

' Pham Quoc Thuan- -
: the jeep onto the street. Then

pummeled and driven away, 3
were about a half dozen others,

to the sanctuary of the nea‘i{hy
National Asmh}% building,
shouting to b lérs that 40

Journalists had been seized, But
| Witnesses

4 maining journalists into the
| them from participating in the
march.

-4 their jobs are Lieut. Gen, Neuy-
il en Vinh Nghi, commander of
the Fourth Corps in the Mekaong]
delta; Lieut. Gen. Pham Quoc
Thuan, commander of the Third
" ., Corps around Saigon, and Lieut,
‘| Gen. Nguyan Van Toan, com-
mander of the Second Corps in
the central highlands.

Targets of Priests
General Nghi and General
Toan had keen particular tar-
gets of the Rev. Tran Huu
Thanh, the Catholic priest who

General Thuarn, whoge reputay

Verses on ine
three wre {ransferred to teach-
ing posts in military schools.

The only corps commander

} Con_tlnu'ﬁd on Page 9, Column 1

to keep his post,

Ngo Quang Truong, leads the
northernmaost First Corps.

The boldness of
surprised many South Viet.
namese, who have come to ax-
pect a more
leadership from Mr. Thiey.

The removal

ieast part of a pledge Mr, Thieu
made in a speech on Oct. 1,

I have ordered the Chief of
the Joint Genera) Staff,” the
President said, “to
Nov. 1—that is, in one month—
all the evils that plague the
armed froces: phantom spldie
imaginary soldiers, tra

nalists had assembled to march|

Shortly before 1 o'clock in

score of journalists who were
{4 front of tha club in defiance of

The plainclothesmen mans| |

Shouting and scuffling erupt-| || =
I f ! i;c'nnle’s money.”
and Dinh Xuan Dung, an OP% . Father Thanh was cheered|

tested his arrest — his position|

he was dragged into the jeeg;

Ho Ngoc Nhuan, an Opposi:| .
tion leader, fled with a Deputy,, «

contradicted  thi i
©! figure, A
| The police then locked the re-?‘

| press club, probably to prevent!:

The thres generals who lost| |

eads the anticorruption front,[f T

tion was less marred by corup-#
tion charges, had suffered re.t:

battlefield. The ™ on the courthouse has been

Lieut Gen, &
the move|
cautious style of| 4

of the three|:
generals appeared to redeem at(,

solve by|

fficking|#
dn power. He will report to me|§

dor Funitive measures,” 3
' The announcement of the[
*emoval of the generals did not |
{,2ppear to dampen the ardor i
[4pf 2,500 people gathered in the|:
vourlyard of the Tan Sa Chayli
Church to hear Father Thanh
5 lash out at the Government.

i= Gathering - under flickering
storches, the crowd, in a fes- ;
“iive mood, shouted, “Down |+
yWith  the palace servants!
J'Down with dictatorship!” and|
%f’l)own withy corruption!”
¥' Dangling from a gibbetlike|

ustructure &t \Hhe tail end of a #
fsound tryck, was an uniden-| ",
ptified  effigy that reserhbled ’[

{'Mr. Thieu. In one hand he held|’
¢ burglar's bag marked “the|-

Ihwhen he declared that the re-|.:
[ moval of the three corps com-| ¢

ymanders was not enough. :

r‘- “When a few province chiefs 5
aiyvere transferred,” he said, “I i
as asked whether the moye- i

4 L was satisfied. I answered, |
[ {fever” And when four cabinet|
iministers resigned, T was asked|
‘ same question and also|
: wered, ‘mever.’ i
[y Now, after three corps|’
jwommanders have been trans-|
dered, T was asked the same
\guestion. I still have the same|.
ahswer, 'never#‘,
! Speaking g% the heavily|-
_&atholic and &nti-Communist |-¢
Tan Sa Chau neighborhood, the |}
stocky, 59-year-old priest in-|
#isted on “a clean government
i from top to bottom, a clean

!

) society, so that the Communists
Scannot despise us any more
‘and have to accept to come
:and live with us as a minority.”

Protest March Due

Much of the ¢crowd planned
!io spend the night in the
churchyard and then, after a
dawn mass, march to a Saigon
# gourt where a newspaper trial
| was scheduled to begin tomor
row,
i+ The newspaper, Song Than,
E S;vas charged with libeling Presi- |
< tlent Thieu by printing Father i
y Thanh's accusations o corrup-
tion. Today the TGovernment

nnounced that the. trial had
- been postponed, so the March

|
14

i

‘i turned into a protest against
4 the postponement,

*/  Father Thanh's marchers are
scheduled to be joined by a
. group of protesting journalists
s and a team of lawyers who
volunteered to defend three|
g newspapers charged with libel-||

‘¥ ing the President. :
| Police reinforcements have|
| been moved into_the city tof
i €ope with demonstrations ex.
pected this week. Opposition
§ ‘leaders have been put under
i surveillance. Some have been
|'spending nights away from
itheir homes,

¢, In the military shuffle, the
¢! command of the Fourth Corps
a1 will be assumed hy Maj. Gen.
i Nguyen Khoa Nam, commander
: 0f the Seventh Division in the

) Mekong delta.



