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Envoy Advised
Congress Snub

Washmgtﬂn N

Ambassadnr to South
Vm{nam *Grahamy A, Martin
advised- the State. Depart-
ment lasi month to deny
Congress an ‘‘Honést and de-
tailed” answer to inquiries
about American poliey in In-
dochina, according to a con-
fidential cable made public
vesterday.

In releasing the March 21
cable on the floor of the Sen-
ate, Senator Edward M. Ken-
nedy (Dem-Mass.) de-
scribed it as an “outrage” to
every member of Congress.

Kennedy also - accused
Martin of *‘unwarranted in-
terference’ in the work of
Generdal Accounting Office
mvestigators Jooking into
foreign aid expenditures in
South Vietnam on behalf of
Congress.

The release of the Martin
cable came in the midstolfa
growing controversy be-
tween the State Department
and Congress over the ex-
tent and-purpose of contin-
ued American aid in Indo-
china.

On March 13, Kennedy
asked Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger for “‘com-
prehensive comment” on
nine questions relating to

Uu.s. Ob_]ECtIVES and spending
programs in soytheast Asna

On "Mareh 95 Kissinger re-
sponded. His letter to Ken-
nedy asserted that Ambassa-
dor Martin believes that the
U.S. government “must con-
tinue to provide the best an-
swers to the concerned gues-
tions many Americans have
about our Indochina policy.”

The Kissinger response
was at odds with Martin's
March 21 cable, which de-
clared:

“! think it would be the
height of folly to permit
Kennedy, whose staft will
spearhead the effort (to re-
duce economic and military
aid), the tactical advantage
of an honest and detailed an-
swer to the questions of
substance raised in his let-
ter.”

He added that the ques-
tions were “‘cleverly drawn
to thoroughly mix up apples
and oranges. Any substan-
tive answer would permit
another calculated cam-
paign of distortion . . ."”

He urged that the Kenne-
dy requests be brushed
aside with . a “‘short, routine
reply from the assistant sec-
relary of state for congres-
sional affairs.”
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