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. Clements

Calls Secret
 Raids Legal

HONOLULU, Sept. ';qv(UPI)
—Deputy Defense Sepi‘etary‘
William Clements contends |;
that the seeret l4month U.S,
bombing of Southeast Asia
was not only legal, but was
also “a high quality opera-
tion.”

IR Clements held a2 news con-
ference Tuesday at the com-
mand center at Camp Smith,
an operational center for the
Vietnam war. He said the clan-
destine bombing aign
was ‘“conducted unden®icom-
plete civilian control'ftipon di-
rect orders from President
Nixon. ‘

Apparently angry at intense
questioning on  the subject,
Clement_s said it was “a high
quality operation conducted in
exactly the method it was sup-
posed to be by the military,
and in no instance do 1 con-
sider that operation to be ille-
gal.” Lt

_ Clements said the ¢ men
of four key congressiai com-
mittees, which overs i
tary affairs, were to d"%on a
privileged basis” of the secret
U.8. war operations. 3




