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A Pentagon “White Paper”
sent to Congress yesterday re-
veals that a White House-in-

spired system of dual report-
ing to keep B-52 bombing in
Cambodia secret’ in 1969 and
early 1970 was followed by
more false target reporting
later in 1970 and 1971 that was
not sanctioned by higher au-
thorities.

The 32-page Defense Depart-
ment report also revealed de-
tails for the first time on the
dimensions of clandestine U.S.
ground. involvement in Laos
between September, 1965, and
Pebruary, 1971, and in Cam-
'bodia between May, 1967, and
June 30, 1970,

Over the years, the report
states, 1,446 “reconnaissance”
teams — usually involving
three T.S. soldiers plus a
larger number of South Viet-
namese or indigenous troops—
crossed the border into Laos-

In addition, there were 203
platoon-sized (about 45 men)
cross-border forays, usually in-
volving 5 or 6 Americans on
each one, plus three “multi-

in 1970, after Congress had
passed legislation in Decem-
ber 1969, prohibiting use of
U.S. “ground combat troops”

in Laos. ’

The report describes the
operations as for “intelligence
collection and interdiction.”

Butl despite some occasional
blowing up of bridges or com-
munications centers and sei-
zure of prisoners, Defense De-
partment spokesman Jerry W.
Friedheim stressed that “the
purpose was' not to get in-
volved in combat, but to do
something surrepti.ious.
meaning prineipally the gath
=ring of intelligence,

Thus, the Pentagon argues,
the U.S. Special Forces troops
taking part in these cross-bor-
der operations were not “com-
bat” troops and thus not in
violation of the law.

Using the Pentagon’ls statis-
ties would indicate that some
5,500 Americans took part in
these forays, which means that
a number several times as
large represented the total al-
lied forees that moved in and

platoon” operations each in-
volving 20 or 22 Americans,
Some 441 of these crossings
—inecluding all three multi-pla-
toon operations—were made

out of TLaos in small groups
during the period.
Though some former Spe-
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tal Forces troops have tesii.
ied before the committee that

cdsualties on these raids were

h, the report indicates 6111y

76 Americans as being killed

In Laos during these opera-

tins and 27 in Cambodia, A

reyiew of these statisHes s

cdntinuing, however, S
#In Cambodia, the cross-bor-

dér operations in which. Amer-

reconnaissance teams, nine

his would indicate a total

» at least 3400 Americans
moving across the border over
the years preceding the offi-
cially announced allied ineur-

gﬁ multi-platoon foray.
o

o

sion on April 30, 1970,

icans took part included 1,119

platoon-sized operations and

§ The secret ground opera-
tions, as the report indicates,

tatistics show almost 9,000
hts by U.S. helicopter gun-
SPPs and fighter-bombers in

51N support of these oper.
lons and some 4,900 in Cam-

2 : ;

ﬁ‘he Pentagon report * was
provided to the Senate Armed
ices Committee 'by Dep-
7 Secretary of Defense Wil-
P. Clements.

was intended as an an-
swer to committee requests
fo_;; a “simple, concise ge-
count” of ecircumstances syr-
roinding U. S. ground and air
operations in Laos and Cam.
bpdja, much of which had
been kept secret until recently
when  committee hearings
forced it into the open, - -

Sen. -Harold Hughes (D-
Towa), who has led the ques.
tioning of U. S. activities, im.
mediately branded the “White
Pnpei;" ;15 “mﬁomplete and un-
acceptable.” Hughes criticized
the lack of any official idocw
mentation in the Pentagon
summary. “We have been
given second-hand summaries
of key decision documents
rather than the documents
themselves, We need to see
the raw data if we are to judge
who _Was . really behind the
massive operation of decep-
tion and falsification,” he said.

The report provides detail
to earlier testimony on how
the special reporting proce-
dures were set up to keep se-
cret the diplomatically-sensi.
tive attacks by B52s in Cam.
bodia during 1969 and 1970, In
so doing, it reveals that 3,875
such raids were undertaken,
245 more than previously re-
ported.

But the report also indj
that between July, plé%%}ciﬁi
February, 1971, some 3,634
strikes by smaller U.S. fighter-
|bombers were flown in one




|area of Cambodia but ‘Were ye-
ported as having taken place
in another area of that coun-
try even though there were no
instructions from responsibie
authorities to do that,

Thus,: the report raises. a
new question about whether
unorthodox and highly secret
dual-reporti_ng systems, - once
blessed with official sanction
to cover some activities—such
as theé B-52s can be controlled
50 they are not routinely used
to coverup other things.

The report states that the
false. reportig of the fighter:
bomber targets apparently
BrewW up- “in' the -field” and

that the Air Force, put a stop

to it in February, 1971, after it

was diseovered by the Seventh'|

Air Egree command, i
The report says that the ac-/

tual' targets were  accuratel

reported in separate “limit

distribution™ reports by

headquarters but that fa]

ports were filed in oth-

cial files. - . + |

- The, report says the

zon has been unable

cut who ‘gave such' op

that it “appears that

vant directives were

of” \during ' the pha:

U.S. activities.

The White Paper confirms
that “the necessity to mini-
mize the likelihood of public
speculation or  disclosure” |
about the secret bombings in
Cambodia “was established

within the National Security
Council,” which officially is

headed by .the. President -but
which is run by Dr. Henry A.

Kissinger.

The .report “states that the
NSC went so far as {o issue
'specifie guidance for the first
secret B-52 strike inside Cam-
bodia in March, 1969, "that
-daily press releases in Saigon
should show the tangets to be
in- border areas inside ‘South
Vietnam, i

The White House demand
for ultra-secrecy, Friedheim
told newsmen, made the dual-
reporting system “inevitable.”

The report indicates that sev-

eral “military commands .as

well as_the office of the joint
Chiefs of Staff had a hand in
devising the specifie technique
in which actual targets hit
were reported through a top
secret © communications ‘chan-
nel, while' less highly classi-
fied official files used for
keeping track of fuel and
bombs would not show where
the real targets were.

It was the latter set of re.
cords, which covered up the
attacks, that were_eventually
sent to Congress in what the
Pentagon has described as an
unintentional, bureaucratic
foul-up.




