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Former Defense Secretary

Melyin R, Laird said yester-
day he authorized “a separ-
ate reporting procedure” for
theg Nixon administration’s
secret B-52 hombing raids in
Camibodia in 1969;

But he insisted he did not
sanction “the falsification of
any, Air Force, Navy or De-
fenge Department records.”

a news conference

asked #@Bout. ak
hlg y mﬁled Pentagon

memorandum made public
Thirsday in Washington
that discussed a method of
hiding from the press clan-
destine bombing operations
in ‘Cambodia in 1969 and
1970.

Laird, now the President's
counselor for domestic af-
fairs, said several times at
the news briefing that it was
1969 when he last saw the
memorandum, initialed in
his - own handwriting and
dated Nov. 20, 1969. He re-
buffed attempts to have
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rts of it read to him from
mornmg newspapexs.

he ‘‘eyes only” memo-
randum released at a Sen-
ate Armed Services coriinit-
iee hearing investigating the
falsification of reports,
written by now retired Gen-
eral Earle G. Wheeler,
then chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

i TARGETS

[t provided for a 4l-plane
fopee of B-52s to strike tar-
getlin Cambodia while oth-

er B-52s attacked normally
assifned targets in South
Vietnam and Laos.
“Strikes on these latter
targets " the document said,
| provide a resemblance
to'mormal operations. there-
by providing a credible sto-
ry“for rephes to press in-
quiries.”
The procedure outlined in
the memorandum called for
the Cambodian raids to be

fricially orded in.:the
ilit elassified data
systerft Having taken
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“I¥ confirm completely
that I recommended. the
strikes,” Laird said of the
Camﬁodlan raids. He added
that he was convinced it was
necessary fto attack the
“sanctuaries” of Viet Cong
and North Vietnamese sol-
diers to reduce American

casualties.
Thel operations were con-

ducted in secret more for
diplomatic than military rea-
sons,-he said, because the
Cambodian, .government had
told the State Department it

would _have to condemn
ther they were made

would support the
Taids lf they “remained out
of public knowledge.”

APPROVE

did approve the 'sepa-
ratg reporting procedure on
the” Cambodian strikes,” he
continued, but “I didnd_t ap-
pmve at any time of the fal-
ation of any Air Force,
Navy or Defense Depart—

mejit records.”

Ag to any ““falsification of
reports,” Laird said, *“Lcan-
not justify that. I d1d ot or-
der that. The only thing I or-
dered was a separate report-
ingiprocedure.” f

Laird was vague 68 how
the ‘‘separate reporting pro-
cedire” operated, saying
that it functioned “directly
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
to me, and then to the Presi-
dent of the United States."”
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