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CHICAGO, Aug. 10—Former
Secretary of Defense Melvin R.
Laird said today that he had
authorized “a separate report-
ing procedure” for the Nixon
Administration’s secret B-52
bombing raids in Cambodia in
1969 but insisted he had not
sanctioned “the falsification of
any-Air Force, Navy or Defense
Department records.”

At a.news conference here,

highly  classified Pentagon
memorandum made public in
Washington yesterday that dis-
cussed a method of hiding from
the press clandestine bombing
operations in Cambodia in 1969
and 1970,
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‘(Mr. Laird was asked about a]

Mr. Laird, now the Pres-.
ident’s counselor for domestici
affairs, said several times at,
the news briefing that it was
1969 when he last saw thej
memorandum, initialed in his
own handwriting and dated|
Nov. 20, 1969. He rebuffed at-
tempts to have parts of it.read
to him from the morning news-
papers. )

The ‘“eyes only” memoran-§
dum, released at a Sehate
Armed Services Committee hears
ing on the falsification of; re-
ports, was written by Gen. Earle
G. Wheeler, who was then chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs “6f
Staff and is now retired.

It provided for a 4l-plane
force of B-52’s to strike targets;
in Cambodia while other B-52’sy
attacked normally assigned tar-t
gets in South Vietnam and Laos."

“Strikes on these latter tar
gets,” the document said,*will
provide a resemblance 'to' nor-
mal operations thereby'provid-|
ing a credible story foﬂ’?})lies_
to press inquiries.” W

The procedure outlined in the
\memorandum called for the
[Cambodian raids to be officially
irecorded in the military’s classi-
fied data system as having
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taken place over South Vietnam.

\condemn them if they were

'l

recommended the strikes,” Mr.
Laird said of the Cambodian
sorties. He added that he was
convinced it was necessary to
Vietcong and North Vietnamese

American casualties.

reporting procedure on the
Cambodian strikes,” he contin-

any time of the falsification of

fense Department records.”

that. The only thing I ordered
was a separate reporting pro-

yfeeding  military

how the

“I confirm completely that 1

attack the “sanctuaries” of

soldiers in order to reduce

The operations were conduct-
ed in secret more for diplomatic
than military reasons, he said,
because the Cambodian Gov-
ernment had told the State De-
partment it would have to

made public but would support
the raids if they “remained out
of public knowledgq."

“The press was told of the
targeting in South Vietnam,”
Mr. Laird said, “but the secret
strikes they were not told of.”

He Cites ‘Sensitivity’

Because of what he termed
“diplomatic sensitivity” and
“not because of military signif-
icance,” he said, “a separate
channel of reporting was estah-
lished for these particular at-
tacks.”

“I did approve the separate

ued, but “I did not approve at

s B

United Press International
Melvin R. Laird at his
news session yesterday.

any Air Force, Navy or De-

As to any “falsification of
reports,” Mr. Laird said, “I can-
not justify that, T did not order

1969, memorandum had been
signed or seen by either the
President or by Henry A. Kis-
singer, Mr. Nixon’s adviser on

Asked whether the Nov. 29,

cedure.”

He was not, he said, directly
involved in the mechanics of
information
into the Pentagon's data com-
puters,

Mr. Ldird was sketchy on
“separate reporting
procedure” operated, saying
that it functioned “directly to
the Joint Chiefs of Staff to
me, and then to the President
of the United States.”
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national security, Mr. Laird did
not reply directly.

What he did say was: “Well,
I have not seen the memoran-
dum since 1969. I can assure
you that the matter was ap-
proved but I did not approve
the strikes without total and
complete discussion at the
highest level of Government.”

Sources at the White House
said that when the secret Cam-
bodian strikes were initiated in

March, 1969, the White House |8
was directly involved in ap- |3
proving them but that by No-|i
vember, when the memoran- |
dum fis dated, “it became rou-|g

tinized.

Sources close to Mr. Kis-|g
singer said that “this was an|(§
defense document,” |3
that it involved a “routine re-|;
newal of duthority” and that|¢
Mr. Kissinger could not recall £

internal

having seen it.
Asked whether his credibility
concerning his repeated asser-
tions that he did not personally
authorize any falsified report-
ing had been strained in light
of his initials on the memoran-
dum, Mr. Laird said that in
news conferences dating to
1969 he had discussed the use
of air power in <Cambodia
“when I was asked about it.”
5 Did he discern difflerance
etween “secrecy” and “lying,”
he was asked. ’ i
there certainly is,” he replied,
his tone getting sharper. “1

would be glad to talk about my |#

record in winding down the
war,” he said,
What did the American peo-

ple think about being delib-
erately misled in order to pla-
cate Cambodian Government of-
ficials, he was asked.

“The American people were
pleased we were able to reduce
our casualties,” he said.

Mr. Laird is in Chicago to
address the National Confer-
ence of State Legislators. In his
remarks prepared for the ad-

dress' he .said: “You state
legislators are not handwring-
ers and wailers. You are doers
in the service of your fellow
citizens.” )

“Some in America talk about
bankruptcy in the American
way of life,” he said. “These
are the hand-wringers and wail-
ers, the prophets of doom and
gloom.”

T



