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3 Tell Senators They Either

Helped Select Targets or
Participated in Bombing

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
. Special to The New York Timey
WASHINGTON, Aug. 8—
Three veterans told the!Senate
Armed Services Committee to-
day that while serving in Viet-
nam they participated either in
|the designation of North Viet-
namese and Vietcong hospitals
as bombing targets or in the
actual destruction of them.
Onslveteran, Allen Stevenson
of Sam Francisco, testified that|’
he routinely selected .gmemy|’
hospitaﬁ and suspected’ i
tal site8 as targets d
tour ip 1967-68 as an _
gence (gergeant in Qu
Provi%in northernmost South|”

®
=
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Vietna The target Tma-
tion, He sald, was ‘SfiBplied
every tay to higher heafljuar-
ters fagr nightly rad ided

fore, he said, spital
siteg, 'were considered be a
thi vel priority for fhe Air

Force strikes, ranking ' below
fixed'gnemy fortifications such
as supply areas, and troép con-
centrations of company size or
larger.

“This wasn’t something that|
‘was hush-hush,” Mr. Stevenson
said of the routine selection of
hospitals as targets. “We really
didn’t~consider it that nasty an
item.”

The United States is a party

Continued on Page 7, Column 1

.bombing raids in Cambodia.

Cogﬁnued From Page 1, Col. 12

ta f[m 1967 Hague Convention

“ and the 1949 Geneva Conven-

tion, which prohibit the de-
struction of hospitals or of re-
ligious or cultural buildings. So
does the.Army’s Law of Lang
Warfare. In addition, interna-
tiormal law recognized by the
United States forbids the use ol
cruel or inhumane war tactics
unrelated to normal military
objectives.

Asked about the allegations
in subsequent testimony today,
Gen. Creighton W. Abrams, the
Army Chief of Staff who was
commander of alt military oper-
ations in Vietnam from 197 to
1972, denied any knowledge of
such attacks, which he said
were contrary to international
law. '

“It was certainly not a policy
nor an action required by our
forces,” he said. If he had
learned of such incidents, he
added, he would have taken
action against those involved.

. Abrams Discusses Raids

The bulk of the general’s
testimony this afternoon before!
the committee, meeting in spe-'

1 cial session this week, was'con-

cerned with the secret B-52
bombing of Cambodia in 1969-
70 and the subsequent tactical
bombing deep inside Cambodia
that lasted until May of 1971.
That bombing was first dis-
closed during Senate testimony
yesterday. )
General Abrams acknowl-,
edged that he was fully in-
formed of those operations,
which he said were authorized
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
He denied any responsibility
for the falsification of reports,
although he did testify that
there were a number of speci-
ally authorized reporting pro-
cedures for both the secret
B-52 raids and the tactical

“From a purely administra-
tive viewpoint,” the general
complained at ong point, “the
whole thing had become 50
complicated that I couldn™
keep all these things in my
mind."

“I had to have specialists to
tell me where to go for each
mission.”

The Armed Services Com-
mittee spent the morning lis-
tening to testimony about re-
ported attacks on hospials,

A second veteran, Robert L.
Dickey, teld of participating in
an infantry attack on a known
Vietcong hospital near An Loc
in 1969. At least one American
battalion was flown into (h=
hospital area by helicopter, an
actionn that initiated an ex-
tensive $attle, said Mr. Dickey,
a former lieutenant. |

“W tried for two or threé
days to get into the complex,”|

Gerald J. Greven,

(=== F=N I Y=
he added. *“We called in artil-
lery, air strikes and Australian
bombers."

Mr. Dickey, who now lives|
in ;Rockvile, Md., near Wash-
ington, objected when Senator
Strom Thurmond, Republican
of “Bouth Carolina, attempted
to suggest that the hospital was
attacked because it was not
clearly marked,

‘No Guilty Feelings’

“The people I worked with
i{n&\t it was a hospital,” Mr.
Dickey replied. Although he
had once taught the elements

of the Geneva convention tol,
basie trainees in the Army, he|

noted,” I had no guilty feelings
at the time abopt attacking
hospitals and suospected hos-
pitals, and I still don’t.”

“The Geneva * convention
didn't apply to this war,” he
sad

The third witness, Gerald J.
Greven of Miami, a former Air-
Foree captain, repeated an ac-
count of the planned bombing
of ;% Vietcong hospital in 1969
thag he provided tp The New
York Times three weeks ago.

Mr. Greven testified that he
wag provided intelligence infor-
mafion and subsequently di-
regled Air Force jets to homb
wi was suspected to be an
engmy hospital in a jungle area
nes I_E:su'nlbo\diﬁl.I His account
was sharply challenged by the
Aipy Force, g e 4

I a preliminary: report on
the! Greven allegations made
availale to the Senators less
than an hour before the for-
mer pilot's testimony, the Air
Force said it could not “posi-
tively confirm or deny” that
Mr,. Greven had been provided
with " intelligence information
showing where the suspected
hospita] was.

Challenge by Air Force

But the thrust of the six-
page Air Force statement was
such that Senatgr Harold E.
Hughes, Demacrat of Iowa, told
Mr, Greven, “You've been
called a liar in this letter.”

In turn, the former npilot,
who new works for a commer-
cial airline, complained <that
the summary was seriously dis-
torted because it omitted that
one witness had also told Air
Force investigators of search-
ing for hespitals to bomb,

Following the testimony, Sen-
ator Hughes released two
letters he had received in re-]
cent weeks reported other deli-
berate hospital attacks.

Rowan D. Malphurs, a for-
mer Army captain from Miami
who served in photo intelli-
gence in Southeast Asia dur-
ing the secret B-52 raids, said
he saw several bombed-out
enemy hospital sites in Cam-
bodia while reviewing recon-
naissance film. et |

On one occasion, he ‘wrote|
Senator Hughes, “I observed a
Red Cross on a building that
was partially destroyed by a
bomb.™ \
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one of three veterans who testified on bombing in Cambodia, u



