re Clean’

onC ambof’jﬂia'

Although In on Raid Plans, Secretary
Repeatedly Told Senators U.S. Did Not

Violate Phnom Penh Neutrality

Secretary of State Williargs

Rogers, who participated inf§ '

decision to begin the
bombing of Cambodia in
of 1969, repeatedly assur
Senate Foreign Relations”
mittee more than a yeard@
that the United States was

ing nothing to violate Gam-
bodian neutrality, excerpts from
his classified testimony showed

today.
A&ed generally at the fffne

m

about the American role
Cambodia, Mr. Rogers dec|

Wi

“Our best policy is to
quiet as possible, to av

the neutrality of Cambodia.”

{taking place,

0o.:
There were also these re-
lated developments today:
UPrince Norodom Sihanouk,

(the former Cambodian chief of
staff, denied that he au%rﬁzed
the secret bombing raids in
1869 and 1970. The denial
came in a cablegram ‘sént to
The New York Times in re-
sponse to an inquiry.

§The Defense Department
revealed that 81 American serv-
icemen, most of them members
of the Special Forces, ha?i%en
killed in Laos and Cambedia
since 1965 while on secret mis-
sions. Their deaths were falsely
repagted to their families and
g ress as having occurre

uth Viétnam, a Pentagon
|C4:1_l_1tinued on Page 4, Column 4
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spoké’%&gn.said.
The Senate Armed .Services

acgprding to the transqgipt:
i ;n(badia is one country where
d can say with complete as-
surance that our hands sare
clean and our hearts are pufe.
He also told the Senatars,

oy

action which appears to wiolate

|souri, that there was no_agree-

s

. Mr. "Rogers wa ! .y
five key advisers who fprmu-
Jatedl ‘the plawfor secfetdbomb-
ing:. of Cambbdia. it that

sident

plan, as approved by -
Nixon, 3,630 sortiés- were flown
by B-52's and more than, 100,
000 fmns of bombs were dropped
between early 1969 and May,
During the ymbi
which was not disclosed,
last. week, the United
was,  officially profess
speet for Cambodia’s neu
:| jin the Vietnam war. ,
Asked for comment, a State
artment spokesman. “noted
that . Prince Sihanouk ‘1;' in
fact,. . been informed the
bmiﬁgng and then added:
“Thére couldn't be agéa io-
lation-of Cambodian ne ity
when the head of the Cambo-
~ dian Government asked for as-

sistance and acquiesced jn it
! |The.fact of the matter is_ that
!'|stal nts of general £

for Eambodian neutralig cand
sovergignty and the bombing
limited to the sanctuaries, 'in

qu'ill‘:; consistent, figt. .
e transcript, a ~summ
of which has been madm
ahle;to The New York Times,
ed that some bopbing
had apparently been tagi ,iﬁ-
i d hy Prince Sikagouk,
the-date of ithe Senate
garing — April 2, 1870 — had
been ousted by a coup d’etat.

Early _
transcrip i t
of State nated that the
had from fime time “in
that, in fact stated,
clear, that he did not ol
bombing by the United
in Cambodia as long as
were no Cambodians g’
area.” ;

Sources who attended®:
|hearing said that Dr. ]
did not elaborate on U
mark, which was volunt
except to say in respons
question from Senator- Stuari
Symington, Democrat of Mis-|

ments - between  the, nited

tes and Princeh

Committee announced that it
had summoned Gen. John D.,
Ryany dhe outgoing air forca|
chief"of staff, and Robert C.|
Seamans Jr., the foe Sec-
retary, of the A Eorce, tol
'tes about rg-:e' atio

~

aHbtt bombing.
‘Mr.. Symington, chal
the grmed service col
which has heen inyj
the. falsification of /@
force retords
hombing, said in &8
interview today that

' Mr. Rogers had testified 'aiﬁ'ain

which ‘Sihanouk acquiesced are

«¥1t would appear at 5
Ty i_?jgers was carrying
g_ . that originated in';

ional Security Council,”
Symington said.
€ r Mike Mansfield, the
majarity leader, similarly sa
& lephone intervl_egv,.
nothing she had - dufing
Mr:Roger's testimony _led him

to believe that a systematic B-

52 bombing campaign h een
|auth0ri§ed. 5 %W J:!

“I only knew
Mr, 2

iclean as a hound's-too
' In rebuttal, a State De
ment spoeksman ‘no that
before the Senate -Commitieg
|0n Aptil 27, and said that a

itrans¢ript of that appearance|'

{showed that a number of Sén-

,ators = including Senator J. W.

Fulbright, chairman e
Forg‘g Relations Comn |
Senalbr Frank Church, Demo-|
crat of Idaho, and Senator
S — understood; ex-

at the secretary was
talking ‘about. i

In ;addition, the spoeksman
said.  Senator Mansfield had|
been told of th bombing by,
Princeg Sihanouk during a visit
to Cambodia in August, 1969,

Congtessionai  sources said
that some Senators were par-
ticulatly rankled, in light of
last week’s disclosures about
the secret bombing, that Mr.
Rogers had initially been re-
quested to testify at an open
session of the committee to dis-
cuss' the steadily deteriorating
Cambodian situation. He de-
jclined to do so, the sources
said; explaining that his rea-
song for doing would become
apparent during his testimony.

-During his subsequent class-
ified testimony, he repeatedly
urged the committee ot state
publicly that the United States
was respecting Cambodia’s neu-
rality, a step it did not take.

Mr. Rogers emphatically
gl;nﬂed amé1 American role in

e at toppled Prince
Sihag:'bdg and permitted Mar
shal “ton Nol to become Pre-
mier. Mr. Rogers added:

“We do not want to say any-

wag,
| an
war.” -

ment in Cambo
If we suggested that, it would
make it more difficult for the

| present government to main-

tain'a neutral stance. ”
“I-think it is highly impor-|
tant now ‘“to be sure that we
do not conduct ourselves in
such a way that sug that
we do not want
remaih neutral
have any intentionm
the war.” : ]
7 Reassurance Offered

! * When Senator Symington and

other members of the commit-
tee expressed apprehension over
tht apparently deepening Amer-
ican involvement, Mr. Rogers
assured them that President
Nixon's interests were “exact-
ly the same” as those express-
'ed by the committee.

At one point, according to the
transcript, Mr.  Symington
warned: “If we get into Cambo-
dia in a big way or in any real
then 1 am going to turn
say my piece about the

Little has been said publicly
about Mr. Rogers's role in the
initial decision to bomb secret-
ly, but reliable sources said he
attended at least some of the
planfing session in the White
House along with the President,| |
iMaIvin R. Laird, then Secretary|
lof Defense, Henry A. Kissinger,
Mr. Nixon’s adviser on national
security, and Gen. Earle G,
Wheeler, then the chairman of
the Joint'Chiefs of Staff. 4

Also at some of those meet-
ings, the sources said,” was
Alexander M. Haig Jr., then a

colonel on My, Kissi staff,
and now the White Hollsg chief
of staff. 3 S
One source « said il Mr.
Rogers chafed about the. rigid
secrecy imposed on the opera-
tions, which apparently pre-
vented him from fully inform-
ing his immediate staff or any

‘Foreign Service officers about

the. ing.

In an interview this week,
Lloyd M. Rives, a Foreign Serv-
ice wofficer who was nam
charge d'affaires in Phnom Pen
in August, 1969, when the
United States reopened its em-
badsy there, said that he had
had no idea about the sustained
B-52 operations. Mr. Rives, now
director of Laotian and Cam-
bodian affairs in the State De-
partment, also said that it was
not known to the diplomatic
corps in Phnom Penh and was
never discussed with him by
Cambodian officials.




