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Pentagon

Admissionon
Fake Report

|
Washington |
The Defense Depart-
ment knowingly provided
the Senate Armed r-
vices . Committeer with a
false report last month
that did not reveal dhe
seeret  Cambodian bomb- .
ing,1the Pentagon’s chief
spokesman acknowledged
yesterday.

The spokesman, Jerty W.
Friedheim, also conceded '
that he had authorized the
distribution of the report —
whigch he knew to be false —"
to the newsmen who regu-
larly report on the Peénta-
gop.

“Obviously, it was a blun-
de.zr‘, of some magnitude,”
F?igdheim. who is the assis-
tant secretary of Defense for
Public Affairs, told report- |
ers. at yesterday’s regular
briefing. He added that “we |
weren't smart enough to
forgsee ‘“‘the Senate testi-
mony of former Major Hal
M. Knight of the Air Force.

Knight, now a graduate
student in history in Mem-
phis, initiated a week-long
series of revelations:— in-
cluding a Pentagon admis-
sion that it secretly author-
iz 630 bombing r by
B-528 over Cambodia in 1969
and 1970 — by telling the
Armed Services Committee
Monday - how he destroyed
some official records and’
falsified others to help cover -
up the missions. '

“1 knew at the time it was
wrong and I'm.sorry.”
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Friedheim said,

Five hours later, Fried- -
heim’s office provided
newsmen with a “clagifica- |
tion” in which the Penitagon
spokesmen said that, upon
further recall, he had not
realized that the B-52 homb-
ing statistics were ‘‘incom-
plete” until the report had
been distributed to the
Armed Services Committee,

The revised chronology
a}so contended that the deci-
sion, to release the statistics
was made after the declassi-
fiedreport became available
on_Capitol Hill,

Friedheim described. the
top command of the Penta-
gon as being “in a state
of flux” this May and
June, when the decision
was made to withhold infor-
mation from the Senate and
the press. At the time, he
said, the then Secretary of
Defense, Elliot L. Richard-
son, was in the process of
transferring to the Justice
epartment to deal with the
ate gate scandal. and
,s R. Schlesinger, the
current defense secretary,

-had not been confirmed.

In 'effect, the Pentagon
was being run during those
months, Friedheim indicat-
ed, by William P. Clements
Jr., the deputy secretary of
defense. “In the delibera-
tions' at that time,” Fried-

. heim said, “it was deter-

mined that the hombing
should not be revealed to the ,
Senate.”

Friedheim left the impres- ,

_sion that.he had 1 pver-
high leve%en he
attempted to get the correct
information to the press. “I

.?don’t want to discuss any in-

ternal discussions in this
building,” he said in ret-
sponse to a question, ‘“but
you know I'm always inter-
ested in obtaining accurate
information for you people.”

Clements, who was said to
be unavailable yesterday,
refused earlier this week to
discuss  the Cambodian
bombing.

Members of the Armed
Services Committee are
known to be disturbed by the

falsifieation that was appar-
ently ordered by highyoffi-
cials to help conceal the
raids and by the Pentagon's

decision not to list those
raids in classified reports.
Officials said that Admiral
Thomas H. Moorer, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, met briefly yesterday
Wit.!; Senator Stuart Syming-
ton, the acting chai an of
the Armed Services Com-
mittee, in an attempt to re-
solve the deepening dispute.
No details of that meeting
were immediately made
known, but it was learned
that the committee has ten-
tatively decided to proceed
with full-scale hearings into
the secret bombing of
Cambodia as early as next
week, with retired Army Ge-
neral Earle G. Wheeler, the
former chairman of the
Joint Chiefs, scheduled to he
the first witness.
New York Times



