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He Says It Neither Ordered
nor Knew About System
In Cambodia Reporting

INVESTIGATION STARTED
WNixon’s Adviser Describes

the Official Mishandling of
-Record as ‘Deplorable*

By_\ SEYMOUR HERSH

Speelal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 19—
Henry A. Kissinger declared
today that the White House
“neither ordered nor was it

aware of any falsification of| .

records” on the secret bombing
of Cambodia ordered by Presi-
dent Nixon in March, 1969.

The President’s adviser on
national security, in a brief
telephone interview, also
said that the White House

. had begun an investigation into

the falsification. Asked his
opinion about the official mis-
handling of records, Mr. Kissin-
ger said, “I think it's deplor-
able.”

The Defense Department con-
ceded this week that B-52's
were bombing Cambodia for 14
months before May, 1970, al-
though the United States was
officially professing a policy of
respecting that nation’s neu-
trality. |

Criticism of Secrecy

The bombing has been heav-
ily eriticized this week by some
members of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, in part be-
cause of the secrecy surround-
ing it, but more significantly
because of the admission that
falsified reports were involved
in providing that secrecy. In
the military’s own internal re-
porting system, the raids were
Jisted as having taken place in
South Vietnam,

Mr. Kissinger's comments
came hours after Jerry W,
Friedheim, the Pentagon's chief
spokesman, told reporters that
the Strategic Air Command,
which controls all B-52 flights,
might have beeén responsible
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.the falsified reporting proce-

for ordering the falsificati

However, the Pentagon
issued a clarification! in Mr.
Friedheim's name s g that|

dures involved in the secret
bombing “were authorized and
directed from Washington, not
from S.A.C.” The statement
added: “We will be responding
to the Senate Armed Services
Committee’s questions on this
matter and we will not com-
ment further pending that
response.”

The Pentagon spokesman
also identified William P,
Clements Jr., the Deputy Sec-|
retary of Defense, and Adm.
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Thomas H. Moorer, Chairman
of the Joint"/CHi#fs of'' Staff,
as: the officials who were
‘“@ltimately” responsible forl
the Defense Department's  de-|
cision earlier this year to
withhold information onl the
Cambodian bombing from sta-
tistics supplied to the armed
services committee,

“Senator Harold E. Hughes,,
the Jowa Democrat who ini-
tiated the recent disclosures,
,subsequently declared that he
would urge the resignation of
any official “who was respon-|
siblé” for making the decision|
to order false information to
be presented to appropriate
members of Congress.

“I think we need to be
tough,” Mr.. Hughes said in
cal for immediate hearings.
“THis represents the very
basis of democracy and con-|
troP of the military -itself.
“It's now obvious that we've
been lied to officially.”

. Friedheim continued to
defend the falsification ‘during
today’s 70-minute press”brief-
ing:' He thus put the Defense
Department on record in favor
of tactics that have been de-
plored by most of the senior,
of ;&ials of the Nixon Adminis-

tration who were responsible!
fororiginating the 1969 bomb-
ing program. ‘
Yesterday, The New York
Times quoted both the former
Secretary of Defense, Melvin
gh Laird, an;i t%.he retired ﬁc;frme;
airman of the Joint Chiefs o
Stag" , ‘Gen. Earle G. Wheeler,|
as having criticized the falsifi-
cation.and having insisted that,
they had no knowledge of it.
ﬁs}sgﬂ abput those comments
ay, Mr. Friedhei said,
“This is one of those ?tuaﬁons
where, everybody’s  correct.”|
He explained that although
the directions for secrecy came
from the highest officials in the
Government, “the exact system
\'g{aiwurked out by those in the
field.” Pressed on this point,
r. Friedheim said: “The me-
chanics of it were no doubt
worked out in the major com-
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mands in.- Southeast Asia,
which ‘Wotld be S.AES,
Officials: at thes Strategic Air
Command headguarters had
~» immediate comrhent. Lieut.,

i ]

!Gen. Alvin Gillem, then the
{commanding general of the
|Eighth Air Force in Guam, the

IS.AC.. unit that supplied thel|

{3«52'5 used in the secret bomb-
'ing, could not be reached for
comment. General Gillen is
now the commander at the Air
University at Maxwell Air,
Force base in Montgomery,
Ala.

Mr. Friedheim defended the
“double entry” hookkeeping
system set up by the Strategic
Air Command, saying that it
was| needed to insure that the
tota, Inumber of flights over
Inddchina were known to:ithe
budget planners in the mili-
tary.— o

~-~ Major Tells Role

a%v’making sure that the
total ¥ number of -flights were
accpunted for—even if some
flig over Cambodia were
list&d as bein gover South Viet-
name—the Strategic Air Com-
mand was able to keep track
o{geded bombs, gasoline and

0 supplies, the spokesm
said., v
Atd, by providing a channel
fof the accurate information! to
be’ relayed clandestinely to des
cision - makers in Washington,
‘he  added, the Command en-
labled the Pentagon “to be able
‘to-report the accurate statistics
.andi*location of the bombing
when security made it pos-
sible.” o
The official release of that
information came yesterday,
tw"g"days after Hal M. Knight,
a4 fd¥mer Air Force major, told
therirSenate Armed Serviges
Committee that he falsified
some records and burned others
while serving with a Strategic
Air Command radar unit in
South Vietnam in early 1970..
|3t>'has not yet been made
clear why officers in the Stra-
tegic Air Command or else-
where believed that they had
to avoid the classified military
channels if they did not want
to compromise the secret bomb-
ing. Two months after the

bo g began, The New York
Ti published a dispatch
abolil” it, but the double-entry
system continued to be -used.
Mr, Friedheim offered no ex-

planatjon today.
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