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. saying “we will be respong-

NHho )
: ! ing to the Senate Armed Ser-
Wa Sh in g ton -viees Committee questions

'on this matter, and we will

©.{mot comment further pend-
0 Kd Bomb j ing that response.”
W Other Defense sources
C | said itblphrobably Wt;s the re-
i Sponsibility of the Joint
ove rup .-'{fl Staff, the group of military
.‘.-f.'i gfﬁcfrcsmw;ho fvvg)rk for the
ashington | Join efs of Staff.
s il The initial false reporting
The Pentagon yesterday' waq ordered at a time when
sought to place the blameﬁ the U.S. was taking a public
on field commanders for position of respect for the
false Air Force reporting p. alit £ ‘
covering up secret U.S utrth v h';t Ci[:hma’
4 .S even W mbing
borbing in Cambodia but, Norgy ‘?&mmﬁ‘m -
later reversed itself and! sitions there.
said the orders originated |~ myq false reports ultimate-
in the top command i1y were transmitted o key
Washington. . Congressional committees,
Retracting a previou although selected congress-
statement, Defense Depart-!men and senators apparent-
ment spokesman Jerry W. ly were given the truth.
Friedheim said the fa]sgg‘ The falsified records,
coverup reports, which said which were presented to the
the bombing took place ifi ‘Senate Armed Services
South Vietnam, were “al¥Committee as it they were
W accurate, angered members
Washington.” ~ of the committes after they
n a morning briefing, 'discovered the truth Monday
. } e about the secret bombing.
Defense Secretary Mel in DEMAND
Laird ordered the secret air | Acting eommittea chair-
war but did not autho 128 ‘man Senator Stuart Syming-
the falsification of records to ton (Dem-Mo.) sent Defense
cover it up. 'Secretary James R. Schles-
He said then that the Stra- inger a letter ‘Wednesday
tegic Air Command “most | asking who was\Tesponsible
likely”” devised the false re.jfor initiating the cover-up
porting techniques in which nd for the false information
two sets of books were kept,| given the committee.
2 false set stating the bomb- . Friedheim said Deputy-
ing took place in South Viet- Defense Secretary William
nam and a true set that re- Clements and Admiral
corded the more than 3500? mas H. Mborer, chair-
secret B-52 sorties in Cam-jman of the Joint Chiefs of
bodia in 1969 and 1970. |Btaff, bore responsibility for
Friedheim refused in his4the false information sent to

: _+the committee.
mgtiemﬁ:zh&;;&;t But he steadfastly refused
the responsibility for the IO Bame anyone as being re-

; : sponsible for the initial cov-
false reporting orgmated,,er_up plan.

Back Page Col. 1 " Defense Department
|sources, however, said the
|committee might force the
identification of the plan’s
‘creator. These sources said

- the Pentagon would respond
to Symington’s letter within
the next few days but would
try, at least at first, to keep
from naming any individy-
als.
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