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at least tentativ
ang er phase into its in-
ation of the war. The

| three months of s
an hearmgs into the umm
thonzed bombings and £
rtings laid to now
d Major General thn
D. ' the former com-

a of the Seventh Air
Force.

Lavelle, who had been
serving in the tempor,
grade of general, wl;: E;'?-
tired two grades lower in hig
permanent grade of major
general after admitting
he “ordered miore than 95

Wt the time of the falsifi- c
cations Knight described, | i

Qn B-52 Ra!ds

tigation began last I:

w2l

'n : Efm Sihanoi ‘the

Cambedian chief of state.

No public annoulice
of any B-52 raids in Cam
ia were made until the ir

sion ' there began in May.
1970. On a number of ocea-
sions. in 1969 and early 1970,
Ameriean officials Rad apol-
ogized or in, ways ex-

cxdahtal vmla ons of Caﬁff
bodia air space
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volv
as first pro Vil
Senator Harold E. H
(Dem-Towa), a co
member instrument
prompting last year's:
elle investigations. s
Hughes passed on? the
Knight accusations during a
closed ' committee meeting
Saturday with Gengral
George S. Brown, who was
nominated July 3 by Presi-
dent Nixon to be the E&E
Force chief of staff. Broy
directed the tactical air o
erations in Southeast ASia
from 1968 until the fallfef
1970, when he was repl
by Lavélle

RECORDS

Ini'a telephone interview,
Knight, 37, said that he
gan to falsﬁy bombing
ords soon'after he';

uSouth Vietnam in

ower jgrucers;, ser

n er

mmand had smd

(illegal procedures then in

use had been in operation
since; t‘.}le 1968 Tet offensive.
“I ‘Would estimagfe tﬁgi
personglly  submifteds. at
leas wo dozen falsified Te-
ports,’s the former djor
said. “Bavelle never f
out that they had been doing
‘exactly the same thing be-
fore he got there — o n.
a higger scale — but
got away with it.”
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Bl concentrated jin

» 4n ea
S §Ed by’AIIIQ!'!-
¥y men to be a
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for Viet Cong units and sup-
Phesa €. )
“It “'was ﬂmroughly ;nstl-
fied Hombmgl" the former
officer: said,’ "‘and that's why

these® people. ‘Iisaid wasgot
to legally, and they’d
say, ¥No — 'Sehator Ful-
bright¥might’ find out abeut
it.l [T : _"_' 1
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In a'deelassified summary
aig operations . pro-
earher thj

(‘4 . untll May, 1970.

ready to provide the,
namej and addresses of oth-
rmer Strategic Air
Command officers who

be willing to testify.
““We Were all SAC,"” Knight
smd ig :,

'I'ho “former majar, who
said he joined the Air Force .
in’ 1958, served for" varying
times’ in Southeast Asia in
1967, 1968 and 1969, usually
flying? as a navigator for a
KC-135 tanker jet.

DUTIES

In February, 1970, he said,
he was assigned to Dperat-
ing Location 21 of the First
Combat Evaluation Group, a
Strategic Air Command ra-
dar outpost in Bien Hoa,
South Vietnam, that served
to gliide B-52s from Guam
and" glsewhere to their tar-

oate as well as to enmnnte

00k section of C 5
5 ‘the _SD'lIth %‘

said that the daily
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th Air Force i
le Eighth Ai

Sai-

Lhese were the 1 1 tar-
the former ®h

Knight sa:d that the

hawAd A1inea

1
LR .

I B 872



ways arrived in the early
evening; the subsequen
raids ﬁ flown at night!

“because there wouldn’t be
anybody flying around to
notice that the bombs didn’t
fall © where” the. frags
showed.” He was referring

‘to US. alrcraft he said.

I-_Ie d the affér-
iTBporting of the ille-
ds this way:

"Oka:r —"'We' had the c -!

er’'fargets, the real targets:

and-ran the mission. What °

we Would do is take the cov-

inside South Vietnam) Then
we'd take the actual targets
-Lllrnugh ttfe computers and

“Ag .for t.he actual targe
material,” Knight noted
was required to wait unfil-
daylight and then go outs d
and burn it.”
““At 9 in the mormng Ihéd
a number in Saigon to
say that ‘The ballg
wa‘is complete’ — whicl
t that I had burned the
p ork," he said. The
fie in Saigon were hi
ldisxtwe about that aspect

of hig,mission, the ex-major
relaw
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Knight identified the

soiirce of the order as the
Strategic Air Comma
ABDVON group, a coor
ing agency in Saigon that;
layed intelligence and
infermation between - 1
tary assistance commandiof-
ficials and the Eighth AJ.I'
Force on Guam.

:i friend of mine who
worked in Saigon in I1i-
gence once told meﬁt
there were only a doze!

ple in MACV who Kknew
about these runs,” Knight
said. He added that he was
never able to learn where
thel orders for the C;
an/'raids originated.

“‘-I tried to find ol;‘ once
‘was very brusquely told
ask. Each guy got the

same briefing when he ar-
rived so he wouldn’t' know
who authorized it,”* he said.
“When you were replaced

yo 3 ement
a'é S Sto) : had
en

at other secret Strate
Command radar
South Vietnam. One s
the northern part of
Vietnam, he said, wi e-
sponsible for 2
52 missions into Lao nd
North Vietnam.

Some of the B-52 rs
Laos, were made pub
added, “but we were
a lot more there tha
woulld tell they were d

On at least one ocegas

General Abrams was 3
of the falsified

Knight, who is s
for & master’s degree i
tory_-; at Memphis Statgd]

y in a “‘moral [dil
while serving &
radgr station,
“Frwasn't a do
said.' “I was all for wha
were doing. Thmlswb%'put

me in such a moral dilem-
ma. I knew the wayw% are
doing it was wrong.” '

“I talked to other Euys
over there about it ‘and it
was very frustrating. They’d
say, ‘We gotta do it.’ I be-
gan to wonder whef] er 1
was the only sane ‘over
there or else everybody else
was crazy, I was Juat out
of Step » )&
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