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Nixon Signs the Bombing Cutoff Bill

San Clemente

President Nixon yesterday
signed the historic bill to
cut ‘off bombing in Cam-
bodia by August 15, with the
warning that he would seek
congressional help if further
actions are necessary to
“win the peace” after the
deadline.

“The last remaining ele-
ment of the peace in South-
east Asia is a stable Cambo-

dian settlement,” the Presi-
dent said. “I believe that
settlement can be secured so
long as we maintain reason-
able flexibility in our poli-
cies, and essential air sup-
port is not withdrawn unilat-
erally while delicate nego-
tiations are underway."

Mr. Nixon signed hoth a
$3.4 billion supplement ap-
propriation bill for fiseal
year 1973 and a continuing
Jjoint resolution to provide

vital financing for govern-
ment operations. Both mea-
sures contain amendments
aimed at ending the eighi-
vear-old T1.8. combat in-
volvement in Indochina.

VETC

Mr. Nixon said he had ve-
toed the original supplemen-
tal hill last week, which also
contained an anti-bombing
amendment, hecause “such
a precipitous step would
have crippled or destroyed

chances for achieving a ne-
gotiated settlement in Cam-
bodia. The stability of South-
east Asia would have been
threatened and we would
have suffered a tragic set-
back in our effortsto create
a lasting structure of
peace.”

Mr. Nixon had worked out
4 compromise with the
anti-war advocates in the
Congress by getting agree-
ment for an August 15 cutt-

off ‘of funds instead of an
immediate halt to funds to
pay for bombing in Cambo-
dia and other military activ-
ities in Indochina.

In a statemeni issued
from his San Clemente of-
fice as he signed the mea-
sures, which were brought
from Washington by a White
House courier ahoard a
commercial plane, Mr. Nix-
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on said: “The conelusion of

a responsible settlement in’

Indochina has been and re-
mains a matter of the great-
est urgency,

“All but one of the major
elements of that peace are
now in place, forged against
the will of a determined ene-
my by the sacrifice and
courage of countless men
and women, by our perse-
verance in protracted nego-
tiations and by the effective-
ness and the deterent of
American military power.

“A sudden bombing halt,
however, would not have
brought us the lasting peace
that we all desire. As Presi-
dent, charged by our Consti-
tution with responsibility for
conducting our foreign poli-
¢y and negotiating an end to
our conflicts, 1 will continue
to take the responsible ac-
tions necessary to win the
peace.

“Should further actions be
required . . . I shall request
that Congress help achieve
our ohjectives.”

DEBT

Mr. Nixon also signed a
third measure, extending
the $465 billion national debt
ceiling to November 30,
which also included provi-
sions for a 5.6 per cent in-
crease in Social Security
benefits starting next July.

Senator J. William Ful-
bright, (Dem-Ark.), chair-
man of the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee, who
presented the Cambodia
compromise, said Mr. Nixon
had accepted a series of in-
terpretations:

® Congressional acecep-
tance of the August 15 cutoff
would not be interpreted as
a recognition of the Presi-
dent’s authority to engage
U.S. forces in hostilities be-
fore Auguse 15.

® Any involvement by
U.S. forees in Indochina aft-
er August 15 would require
approval of both houses of
Congress.

® The agreement would
not be used as the basis for
escalating U.S. bombing in
Cambodia, or for its resump-
tion anywhere else in Indo-
china “unless provoked.”

e All efforts should be
made to minimize casualties
and property damage.
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