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U.S. Arms
Aid to Thai
Mihitia

Local Defense
Plans Bared

BANGKOK — (UPI) —
Authoritative sources
said today the United
States is providing weap-
ons and other assistance
to Thailand to set up
a counter-insurgency mi-
litia similar to the Popu-
lar Force and Regional
Force units it created in
South Vietnam.

The sources said the Local
Defense Force, an expanded
version of the Village De-
fense Organization, would be
centéred in a four-province
area of Thailand's impover-
ished northeast, where Com-
munist guerrillas céntrol
about 10 percent of the' vil-
lages.

Plans for theproject have
not been revealed by U. S. of-
ficials or the Thai govern-
ment, partly to avoid eriti-
cism that Communist in-
surgence is being aggraa-
vated by U.D . Communist
insurgence is being aggra-
vated by U.S. involvement
in Thailand.

Self-Defense

The sourct o outlined
the project would be
much smaller than South
Vietnam’s militta force,
which numbers in the
hundreds of thousands. They
said plans ealled for recruit-
ment of 7000 to 15,000 villag-
ers pver the next five years.
The long-range goal would
be a self-defense unit in ev-
ery village.

As the first step, the
sources said, the United
States has provided more
than 5000 World War II and
Korean War weapons for vil-
lagers who will be reeruited
into the VDO.
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urces here said the first
we wﬂI be distributed
in’ fon Phanom Prov-
ince;” a major insurgency

_area and location of the new
U.S. military headquarters

for Southeast Asia.

Reaction Foreces

Some;, villagers would be
organized into units in their
own villages, corresponding
with the Popular Force units
of South Vietnam. Others
would form  “reaction
forces” that would corre-
spond with Regional Force
units and be sent out from
centers to respond to Com-
munist attacks or move-

ments

The new u;#ts wpuld ex-
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support personnel and active

sympathizers. U.S. military

installations are locate in
of thedour privinces.

According to authoritative

sofirces, the weapons being
distributed include rifles,
maghine guns and mortars
collected by the United
States from the'Thai army
when it was rearmed with
rifels and other new
equipment over the past few
yeaps.
ibution of the weap-
Elg:hmh have been stored
U.S. arsenal near ils
Udron air base, will add
about $500,000 to this year's
military aid program.%l—
though not disclosed, W.
military aid.to Thaila
year is expected to'he@bout
$60 million.

" Thailand  bomba
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Reds Poised
r ffssault
Phnom Penh

PHNOM:-PENH — (AP) —
Cambodian insurgents have
overrun a string of weakly
defended gnvernmm pom-
hoﬁracross the Mekong
er “from Phnom Pephs
control a long stret o

capltal city, refugees from
the hrea said today. [

Phnom Penh als
menaced from the
More than 20 rockets
airport 2% miles west |
capital and an adjoining

shantytown crowded ! 1th
refugees early foday, Killing
19 persons and wo g 62.

No aireraft were damaged.
Big Aftack

The assaults are the clos-
est that antl-govemment
forges have struck since
Viét Cong sappers raised
northern Phnom Penh last
October. However, the mili-
tary command was not mov-
mg more troops or
wedpons fo the we Ed
despite intelligence neports
thafithe insurgents arej
nipg a large-scale attagk.

U.S. jet f1ghters

east bapk this morning as
—See Back Page, Col. 4

ing to Phnom Penh warned

journalists trying to reach
the other side to stay way.
They said the sparse govern-
ment units defending the
east bank fled two days ago
as the rebels movedin.

The guerrillas were letting
farmers move their produce
but were not letting P m
Penh residents enter the
lages, they repprted.

Sailors ahoard a navy hoat

 moored in midstream to in-

spect passing bhoats told
newsmen that some govern-
ment soldiers were left near
Prek Luong, four miles in-
land across from Phnom
Penh. They said they did not
know of any other govern-
meg:zt forces which re-
mained.

The military command
said yesterday that insur-
gents “infiltrated” the area

ere battlmg govern-
lﬂgoldlers in Arei Ksath,

niles  from central

ces tha A]:&]_ A
SMen, but said Prek Luohg
and Mat Krasas Khnoufg,
tW'O miles from Ph 101
, had been captured.
gsxm command said eight
houses in surburban Pochen-
tong were hit during the
brief rocket attack that be-
gan at 3 a.m. Four missiles
landed in a rice field behind

¢+ a military camp and three

hit in a heavily populated
refugee area behind the
military academy.
‘Weeping survivors wan-
dered through piles of straw
palm fronds that once
were their homes as the sun
rose. Bodies of men, women
and children were laid out,
some so blown apart they
were uncognizable.

It appeared the attack was
aimed at the airport, which
is the government’s largest
military base and only com-
mercial airfield.



