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‘Mass Killing” Pushed
B-52 Pilot Over Brink

By George Esper
Agsociated Press

SAIGON, Jan. 11—Saying

7 “a man has to answer to
. himself first,” a much-deco-
* rated B-52 commander today

asked the U.S. Air Foree to
accept his resignation after
refusing to fly any more
combat missions.

“The goals do not justify
the mass destruction and
killing. It was not specifi-
cally the bombing of the
North,” said Capt. Michael
J. Heck, 30; of Chula Vista,
Calif.

“There is enough suffer-
ing just in South Vietnam to
warrant a discontinuation of
the war. But the massive
bombing of the North might
have been the last straw,
and T think the step that
specifically pushed me over
the brink.

“After the cease-fire for
Christmas, the massive bom-
bardments resumed and I
decided I had to take the
step. I reached the decision
Deec. 26 and 1 went to see
my wing commander and in-
formed Him of my decision.
He advised me to seek legal
assistanee,” Heck'said.

“I came to the decision
that any war ereates an evil
far greater than anything it
is trying to prevent, what-
ever the reagsons, even for
the self-determination of
South Vietnam. The goals
do not justify the mass de-
struetion and killing. It's
torn our own country apart.

“I'm just a tiny cog in a
blg wheel. I have no illu-
sions that what I'm doing

‘will shorten the war, but a
+man has to answer to him-

self first.”

"‘Faces Prison Term

Heck said he hoped the
Air Force would release him
without a court-martial, but
that he could live with a
prison term “easier than T
can with taking part in the

“war.”

He appeared today before
the military’s equivalent of
a grand jury to determine if

‘hé should face a court-mar-

'tial could bring a two-year

. prison term.

The findings will not be
known for several days,
‘Heck said in an interview.
iBut in the meantime, he has
‘submitted his resignation
and also, as an alternative,
is seeking noncombat status
+as a conscientious objector.
. That could result in immedi-
ate discharge rather than
Lcourt-martial.

The seven-year Air Force

veteran, a 1964 graduate of
President Nixon’s alma ma-
ter, Whittier College, has
one more year to serve in
the Air Force before he nor-
mally would be discherged.

By prior agreement, the
cireumstances under which
he was interviewed cannot
he revealed.

Heck, with' 175 B-52 mis-
sions, a rating as a flight
commander, and 100 combat
missions in a C-123 flare
drop and forward air control
plane, is currently assigned
to administrative duties at
his base in southern Thai-
land while the Air Force de-
termines what action to
take.

First to Refuse

He is the .first American
pilot known to have refused
to go into combat since air
operations began in South-
east Asia 8% years ago.

He flew his last mission
on Christmas Eve, against
the heavily defended Hanoi-
Haiphong region. - There,
during the Dec. 1830 blitz,
the Air Force suffered its
costliest aireraft and crew
lesses of the war.

Asked about the contro-
versy over attacks reaching
into civilian areas, he
replied: “Anytime you bomb
on the massive scale we did
up there, there’s bound to
be bombs off target, no
question about it. I don’t
think we initentionally tar-
geted ecivilian targets, but
they inevitably become un-
intentional targets that are
going to be hit. !

“One possibility of gomg
off target is maneuvering to
avoid surface-to-air missiles.
There are also certain inher-
ent errors in any bombing
equipment. You can’t be ex-
actly accurate. There are
any number of human er-
rors and the more planes
the greater the possibility.
There is no doubt that non-
military targeus were hit,
but I don’t think it was in-
tentional.”™

Capt. Heck said a very
small number of airmen
want to bomb civilians in
North Vietnam.

“One man made the state-
ment that he wanted to hit
civilian targets in the North
because it made him feel
good to hurt them. That's
the quote. But this is not
typical. Most people here
don’t like what they are do-
ing, but they follow orders.”

Heck said his feelings
about the war began to
build up last September .
when he returned for his




third B-52 tour, but he be-
lieved peace was near and
avoided facing the issue.

Heck acknowledged that
there is an element of fear
in flying into the heavily de-
fended regions where 16 B-
52 bombers—by U.S. count
—have been lost and scores
of crewmen killed, captured
or are missing. But he said
this was not his reason for

refusing to go into combat.

“Anybody who is not
afraid is crazy,” he said.
“There is always a lot of ad-
renalin pumping up there. It
was not really the element
of fear that resulted in my
decision. I've been afraid be-
fore this when I was flying
C-123s and getting shot at. I
could still function. I think
most guys can.

“If they tell me now to go
on milk runs, the B-52 tar-
gets over South Vietnam
where nobody gets shot at, I
would feel no different. I
would even refuse a ground
job supervising the loading
of bombs or refueling air-
craft. 1 ean’t be a partici-
pant.”

There are other B-52 crew-
men who feel as he does, he
added,

Reluctant To Talk

“T don’t want to say they
are in the majority but
there are some who are very
reluctant to tr "% about it be-
cause they fear it will hurt
their careers. So they don't
talk openly. I don’t have any
family (aside from his par-
ents and a brother) and I'm
not making the Air Force a
career. A lot of people don't
agree with the bombing, but
they honestly feel it is their
duty and they are following
orders even though they
may disagree. Even I did it
for some time.”

In Chula Vista, the ecap-
tain’s father, John W. Heck,
62, a real -estate broker
commented: “He’s been *
very, very much against it
ever since they put him in
B-52s about four years ago.
He did not like any part of
it.

“I am with him 100 per
cent. So is his mother. T've
been very anti-war, espe-
cially this war.”

The heavy U.S. air losses
Dec. 1830 “made a lot of
people think whether it was
worthwhile,” Capt.; Heck
said.

Only B-52 Lost

Before the campaign in
the heavily defended north-
ern region of North Viet-
nam, only one B-52 had been
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... “was ereates evil.”

acknowledged as shot down
in 7% years of operations in
Indochina.

Heck said it is disturbing™
to walk by the trailer quar-
ters of missing pilots.

“You walk by the trailers
and you see them putting
the personal effects into a
box. Almost everyone had
somebody they knew miss-
il’]g.”

Heck disagreed with an
unidentified B-52 navigator
who complained in a letter
to Sen. Charles MeC. Ma-
thias, R-Md., tht the Strate-
gie Air Command had plan-
ned the raids poorly, that
the same targets were homb-
ed twice and that the same
exit routes were used even
though it was known that
new surface-to-air missile

sites had been built along
the routes. Because of fail-
ure to change the second
routing, the navigator said,
“the aircraft direetly in
front of us was shot down.”
“Every time we went”
said Heck, “the exit routes
were different. “I know his
(the unidentified navigator’'s)
gripe but I can’t go into it
for security reasons. A good
attempl was made to correct.
the situation after the first
couple of missions. A very
honest and professional ef-
fort was made. The defenses
were simply too heavy not

Regfetful
Army Hero

“insane and brutal.”

“expeditious

entious objector.

|ha\s begun.”

action by widespread publicity
about the ease.

entious objector application.

Military

wife and six children “back
home” to Peoria, I11.

Pounder went to Vietnam in
1964 ““100 per cent in favor” of
America’s role in the war. But,
he said, he was quickly disillu-
sioned after viewing “death
and destruction” and corrup-
tion of South Vietnamese mili-
tary officials.

The 8-foot, short-haired sol-
dier is a veteran of almost 12
years in the Army. He re-
turned his medals to the Army
to protest the “horrible injus-
tices to mankind which are be-
ing perpetuated by this insane

to expect any losses.” ;

war.”

Getting Out

HONOLULU, Jan. 11 (UPT)
—The Army is speeding up
the discharge of a decorated
Green Beret paratrooper who
has called the Vietnam war

Army officials said Wednes-
day that they have started the
final processing for the
discharge” of
Sgt. Ernest R. Pounder, 28, on
grounds that he was a consci-

Pounder, who served on the
White House security staff of
President John F. Kennedy
and won 24 medals for gal-|
lantry in Vietnam, told the
Army that he would not wear
his uniform after Monday be-
cause it was dragging its feet
|in granting him a discharge,

Proclaiming a “personal vie-
tory and one for others in the
service who wish to resist,”
Pounder said, “I am no longer
an instrument of war. My re-
birth into the peace movement

The Army was also prodded
by Rep. Patsy Mink, an anti-
war Hawaii Democrat, who re-
cently requested its “urgent
attention” to Pounder’s consci-

officials said
Pounder would be discharged
“within a week,” and the sol-
dier said he would take his

He said Army bureaucrats .‘
had been prodded into quick




