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U.S. Planes
Hit Da Nang
By Mistake

1.P. & U.P.

Saigon

U.S. Air Force planes
mistakenly bombed the
hig allied air base at Da
Nang today in an incident
wounding or injuring 10
persons, military sources
said,

Earlier, the U. S. com-
mand said the base was
struck by Communist rock-
ets and there was no imme-
diate explanation by it for
the reports of the bombing.
“We are investigating the
report,” one spokesman
said.

However, military sources
said 15 bombs weighing 500
pounds each hit the airfield.
One homb, they said, made
a direct hif on a fuel tank
and two other tanks caught
fire.

Two U. §. army men, two
American civilians and a Vi-
etnamese civilian were
wounded by shrapnel, the
sources said, and four U.S.
airmen and one American
civilian were injured while
diving for cover.

Elsewhere B-528 hombed
highways, rivers and canals
in southern North Vietnam
with more than 1000 tons of
explosives Saturday and
yesterday in a campaign to
stop war supplies from
reaching South Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia,

The TU.S. command an-
nounced the loss of the 32nd
American plane in three
weeks,.raising to 99 the toll
of airmen killed; captured
and missing in that period.

The command said a Navy
A-7 Corsair attack-bomber
developed mechanieal trou-
ble and crashed into the sea
Saturday morning shortly
after taking off for a mission
from the carrier Midway.
The pilot, its only occupant,
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was killed, the command re-
ported.

North Vietnam has ac-
knowledged that much of its
northern heartland, ineclud-

‘ing Hanoi and Haiphong, has

been devastated, its produe-
tion impaired and a national
emergency declared as a re-
sult. North Vietnam indicat-
ed that the two-week aerial
blitz above the 20th Parallel
had inflicted the heaviest de-
struction since the country’s
devastating floods in the
summer of 1971.

A Radio Hanoi newscast
vesterday said Truong
Chinh, second ranking mem-
ber of the Politburo, headed
a group of officials who vis-
ited military units and dev-
astated regions in Hanoi on
Friday.

The broadcast said that
one of the installations visit-
ed was the Yen Phu power
plant servicing Hanoi, where
Chinh exhorted the workers
“to care for the flow of
electrical power to the capi-
tal as if it were the flow of
hlood in your veins.”

The U.S. command report-
ed earlier that five major
power plants serving Hanoi
and Haiphong were heavily
damaged in the raids.
Chinh’s statement seemed to
indicate a power shortage in
th]e North Vietnamese capi-
tal.

U.S. headquarters report-
ed that B-52s flew 14 mis-
sions across the southern
sector of North Vietnam be-
low the 20th Parallel —
which excludes Hanoi and
Haiphong - — " during the 24
hours ending at 8 a.m. yes-
terday.

The U.S. command said a
bombing halt above the 20th
Parallel ordered by Presi-
dent Nixon on December 30
remained in effect but ref-
used fo comment on recon-
naissance operations in the
northern half of North Viet-
nam.

TARGETS

Other TU.S. sources ac-
knowledged, however, that
while a bombing halt is in
effect, reconnaissance op-
erations are confinuing
above the 20th Parallel and
unmanned aircraft called
drones are being employed.

The command said the.

targets of the B-52s were
storage complexes along
highways, rivers and canals
50 miles southeast of the
port of Vinh, supply depots
to the west and south of
Dong Hoi and entrances to
the Mu Gia Pass, the gate-
way to the Ho Chi Minh sup-
ply network running south-
ward through Laos. Vinh is
145 miles above the demili-
tarized zone, the Mu Gia
pass 70 miles and Dong Hoi
45 miles above it.

The U.S. command also
reported that fighter-
bombers carried out 123
missions below the 20th Par-
allel during the 24-hour peri-
od ending at 8 a.m. yester-
day.

In South Vietnam, B-52s
carried out 19 missions in all
four military regions, at-
tacking troop concentrations
and staging areas ranging
from just below the demili-
tarized zone to the Mekong
Delta, south of Saigon.

Tor the fifth successive
day, North Vietnamese and
Viet Cong attacks in South
Vietnam were double the av-
erage number of the past
two months in what allied
military sources deseribed
as the Communist com-
mand’s winter - spring cam-
paign.

The Saigon command re-
ported 98 attacks across
South Vietnam during the
24-hour period ending at 6
a.m. yesterday. Most of
these were small-scale and
three-fourths of them were
by rockets and mortars.

A communique from the
Saigon command said 140
enemy troops were killed in
more than a half dozen
clashes concentrated in the
region south of Da Nang, in
the Central Highlands, in the
Saigen area, and in the Me-
kong Delta. Initial reports
said 12 government soldiers
were killed and 55 wounded.



