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Washington

The While House
warned yesterday that
the new full-scale homb-
ing and mining raids
against North Vietnam
“will continue until such
time as a seftlement is
arrived at.”

Administration officials

said that President Nixon,

in ordering actions against
military objectives in the
Hanoi and Haiphong aveas,
has directed the AirForce
and Navy 1o aftack far-
gels nol bombed before.

While House Press Secre-
tary Ronald Ziegler, why
- made the announcemenl of
the atlacks north of the 20th
Parallel, insisted that the re-
newal, after a hall of nearly
two months, is consistent
with the policy enunciaied
on May 8 in announcing his
decision to mine the poris
and bomb more extensively,

He said then that the ac-
tions would cease when
American prisoners werere-
leased -and an international-
ly supervised cease-fire was
in force.

THREAT

Ziegler also linked the lat-
est action lo the threat of
another North Vietnamese
offensive. “We want a rapid
seiflement to this conflict.”
But, he added, “we are not
going to allow the peace
lalks to be used as a cover
for another offensive,”

Although there have been
reports of North Vientamese
troop and tank movements
across the DMZ and in the
“Parrot’s Beak area of
Cambodia, some military
analysts said they knew of
no signs of a major offan-
sive.

According tu the adminis-
tration officials, the princi-
pal purpose of fthe Presi-
denl’s action was to insure
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that the North Vientamese
leaders would comprehend
the extent of his anger over
what the officials say he re-
gards as an 1lth-hour reneg-
ing on peace terms that
were believed to be settled.

Senior plammers said the
latest military moves were
part of concerted political,
diplomatic and military
campaign to force North
Vietnam into a more coneili-
atory position al the bar-
saining table.

KISSINGER

The first step came Satur-
day when Henry Kissinger,
the President's national se-
curity adviser and chief
Vielnam negotiator, held a
news conference to deflate
his optimistic projections of
an early truce and to attri-
bute much of the blame to
North Vietnam.

Representations are being
made with the Soviet Union,
China and other nations to
get them to use their influ-
ence on Hanoi, the officials
said.

The broadened air cam-
paign, including the attacks
on targets never hit before,
is the latest element of this
effort, it was said.

The officials said the deci-
sion on expanded air activi-
ty was made tentatively by
the President shortly before
Kissinger returned Wednes-
day from the most recent
round of private talks,

The final decision was
made after Kissinger’s re-
turn, the sources said, upon
discussions throughout the
government.

MINES

The decision on the mines,
well - placed officials said,
was forced in part because
there had been no mine -

laying north of the 20th Par-

allel since October 23, when
air action there was halted.

The mines in such ports as
Haiphong were set to deacti-
vate late last week. If new
mines had not heen laid, and
if no cease - fire agreement
had been achieved, the offi-
cials said, North Vietnam
might soon have realized
that its principal port, Hai-
phong, was clear for freight-
er fraffic.

Also, intelligence sources
said, North Vietnamese offi-
cials directed an evacuation
of women and children from
Hanoi on December 4, the
day the most recent round of
private talks began in Paris.
The sources said they pre-
sumed that the officials real-
ized in advance that a tough-
er negotiating stance might
result in a renewal of the
bombing.

SCOPE

Ziegler said: **The Presi-
dent will continue to order
any action he deems neces-
sary by air or by sea to pre-
vent any build-up he sees in
South.”

“Neither side can gain

from prolonging the war,
and neither side can gain
from prolonging peace
talks."”

As for the new targets,
military officials, eciting for
reasons of pilot safety, de-
clined to specify what might
be hit.

Since the suspension of the
bombing, the administration
officials said, North Viel-
nam has repaired its two
main rail links to China, re-
stored 40 per cent of 15 de-
stroyed electric generating
capacity and vepaired or
built bypasses for most
main bridges.

Presumably such targets
will be hit again, and that,
an official remarked, would
come as no surprise fo
North Vietnam. )



