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PiRIS-—-Ngo Cong Duc, 36 years old,
"is a Roman Catholic from a prominent
family in South Vietnam’s delta. The
ranking Catholic prelate in Vietnam,

Archbishop Binh,

is a relative. Mr.

Duc’s father was assassinated in 1953
by the Communist-led revolutionaries.
He has been a Saigon newspaper

editc
Assi

r and a member of the National

bly.

Al|together it would be hard to find
a more perfect symbol of the people

that |
fencu

the United States says it is de-
ng in South Vietnam. Ngo Cong

Duc 'would seek to justify the reasons
. we give for carrying on the war: to
prevent a Communist “bloodbath” and

_the
. it is|

extinction of democracy. And so

startling to learn what Mr, Duc

- really feels about the American role
in his country.

z-- He

is understandably somewhat

skeptical on the subject of democracy
:'in Saigon. In last fall’s Assembly elec-

- tion,

Time magazine said he was so

-popular that-he would be “an odds-on

- favorite in any fair election.” But he .

--was

physically assaunlted, his poll-

+ watchers arrested, his votes evidently

-not
- 0ppo

.counted. Why? Because he was

sed  to President Thieu. Last

October he slipped out of South Viet-

-nam,
{+- AS
“lem
-State

prom

hand

powe

survi

Bu:

leaving his wife and son behind.
Mr. Duc sees the political prob-
of South -Vietnam, the .United
s is preventing necessary com-
ise and adjustment—by single-
edly keeping President Thieu in
r. He put it in a. phrase: “Thieu
ves on. B-52's, that is all.”.-

t his feelings about America -in

Vietnam go much deeper than politics.

He s

poke of them here the other day

AT HOME ABROAD

“Thedestruction
-of Vietham
isonlyan
‘incidental fact.”

m a gentle voice that did not conceal
. his emotion.

.- “The Americans say they want to
- stop a bloodbath,” Mr. Duc said, “but
we get a bloodbath from them every
--da; .
XIt is very hard for me or for any -the people from the land and deposit-
a Vletnamese to explain the way we feel
about the American method of fighting
this war—the bombs, the defoliants,
the napalm.” He searched for a word
in English. “It is . . . barbarism. -
-. “The American Government knows
- all this, but I do. not believe the Ameri-
- can people ever wished these things
-to happen to the Vietnamese.”
He has not always felt that way
-about the United States in Vietnam.
“When the Americans came,” he
said, “I thought they were coming to
~ keep the South out of the hands of the
Communists.” We thought we would
have freedom, democracy. So we were
glad to see them.
“But later on, with the experlence
of living with the Americans in South
Vietnam, we saw that all these thmgs
were contrary 'They come not for free-
.dom, for demccracy, but for im-
perla,hsm =

His last word was so startling that

the interviewer asked: Did he really
believe that?

“All Vietnamese do,” Mr.

~replied firmly. “Even the officers: flght-
~ing now, even the newspapers owned
by refugees from the North say -s0.”
' Americans who see South Vietnam
- without official blinders oft8n discaver
the attitudes articulated by Ngo Cong
“Duc. An extraordinary book to be
published shortly in the United States
‘explains why they exist. It is “Fire in
the Lake,”

by Frances FitzGerald,

which The New Yorker has just started
to serialize. The subtitle is:-“The Viet-
namese and the Americans in Vietnam.”

With powerful conviction, - Miss
FitzGerald defails what the United
States has done in South Vietnam. Our
transformation of the war into a
technologists’ testing-ground has made
more than a quarter of the population
refugees.  In seven years a ‘nation of

land and villages has become one of

* tin-shack - Hoovervilles
- camps. .

“The land and the farmly were the
two sources of national as well as
personal . identity,” Miss FitzGerald
-says. “The Americans have destroyed
these sources for many Vietnamese
-not merely by killing people but.by
forcibly separating them, by removing

and a

=dng them in the vast swamp cities.”
~She concludes that what is involved is
not, just physical destruction by bombs
:-and shells but “the destruction of an
entire society.”

« .. That book’s factual analysis explams
why Ngo Cong Duc, a Catholic demo-

- Crat, uses the word “1mper1ahszri ” He
ploes not. mean it in Disraeli’s sense,
sxgmfymg acqu151tmn of territory. He

" means something simpler:
. United States does what it does in

Vietnam for its own purposes, not for -

the sake’of the Vletnamese

It would at least reduce hypocrlsy .

if more Americans could admit that
to themselves—admit that the life and

death of the Vietnamese hardly enter.
into our calculations, ‘We are there to -

‘demonstrate our own power, and the
destruction of Vietnam is only an
incidental fact. To us.
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