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' Thieu Is Running -
Dope, Senate Told

‘Washington

South Vietnam’'s presi-
dent, former vice presi-
dent and prime minister
run organizations that
split control of their ng-
tion’s opium and heroin
trade, a narcotics re-
searcher charged in Sen-
‘ate testimony yesterday.
. The witness, Alfred W.
MecCoy, said the South Viet-

-'nam narcotics ring has links
with Corsican gangsters,
with an organized crime
family in Florida, and with
scores of high-ranking mili-.
tary officers in South Viet-
nam, Laos, Cambodia and
Thailand.

MeCoy, a PhD candidate
in Southeast Asian history at
Yale University, testified be-
fore the Senate Appropria-

' tions Committee’s subcom-
mittee on foreign operations.
He said he had spent 18

* months interviewing offi-
¢ials in the United States,
Indochina and Europe.

POLITICS

MeCoy accused American
officials of condoning and
even cooperating with cor-
rupt elements in Southeast
Asia’s illegal drug trade out
of political and military con-
sideration.

At the State Department,
2 spokesman said: “We are
aware of these charges, but
we have been unable to find
any evidence fo substantiate
them, much less proof.”

‘These are McCoy’s major
charges:

#® Heroin and opium traf-
fic in South Vietnam is divid-
ed among the political or-
ganizations of President

* Nguyen Van Thieu, former

* Vice President Nguyen Cao

- Ky and Prime Minister Tran
Van Khiem.

. ® General Ky’s sister,
Nguyen Thi Ly, travels
ahout once a month to Vien-
tiane, the administrative-
“capital of Laos, to arrange
for shipment of packaged
heroin to Pakse or Phnom

" Penh in Cambodia.

® The heroin is then
picked up by fransport air-
craft belonging to the South
Vietnamese Fifth Air Divi-

~ sion and flown fo Saigon.

® Until recently Mrs.
Ky’s prime supplier was an
“overseas Chinese racket-
eer” named Huy Tim Heng,

. who used his position as the
_ silent partner in the Vienti-

ane Pepsi Cola bottling plant
as a cover to import a chem-
ical necessary for the manu-
facture of heroin, MeCoy
testified.

@ Heng bought raw opium
and morphine from General

: Ouane Rattikone, former

chief of staff of the Royal

~ Laotian Army.

® General Rattikone ad-
mitted, McCoy said, that he

- controlled opium traffic in

northwestern Laos since

. 1962 and controlled that

countrys’ largest heroin lab-

oratory producing a high- -
- grade drug for the GI mar-

ket in South Vietnam.

® Most of the opium traf- |
‘fic in northeastern Laos is |
- controlled by Major General

Vang Pao, commander of the

ClA-trained umits of Meo

tribesmen, he said,
® The government of
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Thailand allows Burmese
rebels, Nationalist Chinese
irregulars and mercenary
armies to move ‘‘enormous
hundreds of tons of Burmese
mule caravans loaded with
opium - across Thailand’s
northern border.”

® “Some of President
Thieu’s closest supporters
inside the Vietnamese Army
control the distribution and
sale of heroin to American
GIs fighting in Indochina.”

Santo Trafficante Jr.,
whom he called the heir to a
Florida based international
crime syndicate, traveled to
Saigon in 1968, contacted
prominent members of Sai-
gon’s Corsican criminal syn-

dicates and arranged in-
creased imports of Asian
heroin to the United States.
MecCoy accused American
embassies in London of
frying repeatedly to cover
up’ the involvement of local
officials in the drug traffic.

CIA
“In northern Laos,”
McCoy said, “Air America
aircraft and helciopters
chartered by the U.S. Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency

have been transporting op-

ium harvested by. the agen-
cy’s tribal mercenaries on a
regular basis.” _

He was asked by Senator
William Proxmire (Dem.-
Wis.), the subcommittee
chairman, to produce docu-
mentation for several of his
allegations and he promised
to do so.

Senator Gale W. MecGee

(Dem.-Wyo.) pressed McCoy
on. his lack of professional
qualifications, implied his
material was one dimention-
al and slanted and likened
some of his charges to
“McCarthyism.”

“I resent your implication,
Senator,”- McCoy replied, in-
sisting his allegations are
based on fact.

McCoy told newsmen he
was financed in his investi-
gations by the Fund for In-
vestigative Journalism, .the
publishing firm of Harper
and Row and from his own
savings.
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