FExamingt e 2.3 1972
entag-on

xpands
Targets

WASHINGTON —
(AP) — While President
ixon negotiated with
Soviet ‘leaders in Mos-
ow, the Pentagon today
gnaled a widening of
ombing in North Viet-
am, saying that U.S.
lanes will hit industrial
plants supporting the en-
emy’s war effort.

There was no White House
flatement on the new policy,
nd no immediate reaction
om Moscow officials, who
nsider the U.S. role in
Vietnam the major stum-
ing block to improved re-
tions.

Until now, the revived
.S. bombing of North Viet
am, ordered by President
ixon after North Vietnam
pened its spring offensive,
s concentrated on petrole-
E’l storage depots and
ansportation facilities, in-
luding bridges, railroads
nd truck parks. -
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puwer  plauus. ual Have
begenrebuilt and some hqve
been protected to minimize
damage from bombing.

Friedheim declined to go
into detail on what kinds of
plants will be subject to U.S.
bombing, but it appeared
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probable that the old target
list from 1965-1968 bombing
days will again he in use.

Among otherthings
American bombers ruined
the Thi Nguyen steel plant
38 miles north of Hanoi in
the previous bombing round
which also saw destruction
of chemical plants, iron
mills, machine works, con-
crete making facilities and
the like. !

Authority

Friedheim said U.S. com-
manders exercise more au-
thority without the sort of
day-to-day control and su-
pervision which prevailed
during the Johnson adminis-
tration.

“By the nature of the rath-
er substantial effort going
on at this time,” Friedheim
said, “military commanders
probably have more flexinil-
ity in their targeting than
was exercised in the 1967-
1968 period.”

Under the present setup,
Nixon and Defense Secre-
tary Melvin Laird give ap-

proval for striking certain

types of targets and then
leave it to Gen. Creighton
Abrams and other com-
manders in the war theater
to determine specific sites
and how to hit them.

Water

Nixon has ruled out any
strikes on dikes which con-
trol water for North Viet-
namese rice, and the admin-
istration claims all targets
approved play a part in sup-
porting the North Vietnam-
ese attacks on South Viet-
nam.

Friedheini justified at-
tacks on power plants on the
ground they are important
to the operations of North
Vietnam’s air defense net-
work and to switching of
railroad trains.

The importance of such in-
dustrial facilities as steel
mills and machine 160}
plants would seem to bd
much less direct and longer

range in affecting the out-
come of the fighting in South
Vietnam.

On another phase of the
new U.S. effort against
North Vietnam, Friedheimn
said the United States in-
tends to maintain active
minefields off seven North
Vietnamese ports and said
that the mines are still le-
thal.

There has been some spec-
ulation that the mines
dropped two weeks ago
would be allowed to become
inactive during Nixon’s cur-
rent visit to Moscow.

Friedheim said all of the
25 or so ships which were
bound for North Vietnamese
ports when Nixon ordered
those ports sealed by U.S.
mines have chianged course
and gone elsewhere. He
would not say where those
ships, about half of them
Russian, had gone.

No additional ships are
known to be heading for
North Vietnam, Friedheim
said.



