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Bombing Reported to Haye
Destroyed Vital Bridge
Northeast of Capital
—MAY-1-31972
TARGETS ON COAST HIT

Enemy Says a Soviet Ship
Was Heavily Damaged
in Attack on Port

NYTimes———

By The Associated Press
SAIGON, South Vietnam, Sat.
urday, May 13—United States
fighter-bombers have reported.
Iy cut North Vietnam’s northe
eastern rail link with Ching
by knocking out a bridge.

The entire North Vietnamese
rail system is said to have
been heavily bombed ag part
of the campaign to cut off tha
flow of military supplies to

rth Vietnam,

The attack on the raflroad
bridge, an unspecified distance
northeast of Hanoi, was report-

by Lieut. Col. John P,
OlGorman of St Louis, com-
der of a fighter squadron
Danang. Colonel O’Gorman,
Who escorted the bombers to

tect them against MIG in-
terceptors, said yesterday that
eral of the bridge’s concreta
supports collapsed during the
13-minute attack, which was
made Thursday.
Anloe Fights On
The United States bombing
campaign, according to official
spokesmen, was limited yesters
‘day to a coastal strip of North
tnam below the 20th Par.
1 well south of Hanoi and
Haiphong. The targets wera
saif to be petroleum pipelines,
pumping stations, bridges, roads
and rail lines-that-can be used
to support the North Vietnam-
ese offensive across the demili
tarized zone.

9[North Vietnam charged In

a broadcast that United

States planes had bombed

dikes along the Red River in

a suburbqn area of Hanoi on
- Wednesday and Thursday,

Reuters reported. The Hanog
radio also said that a Soviet
ship was heavily damaged, a
sailor killed and the captain
wounded when American
planes attacked one of the
lesser North Vietnamese ports
on Wednesday.] /o, /¢ rra~y

On the front north of Saigon,
fighting was reported continu«
ing late yesterday in the ruined
provincial capital of Anloe,
whose defenders had come un«
der heavy attack on Thursday
by tank-led forces backed by a
bombardment of more than
7,500 artillery and mortar
shells,

Saigon headquarters spokese
men said the situation was not
so serious at Anloc yesterday
|as it had been the day before,
Reports from the field said the
North Vietnamese fired 3,000
more shells into the beseiged
town yesterday.,

Northern Front Quiet
- In the Central Highlands,
four enemy tanks were report=
edly spotted by South Viete
namese pilots only 14 miles
northwest of Pleiku. One tank
was said to have been dee
stroyed by an air strike,

Pleiku is about 30 miles
south of Kontum, where it is
expected that the next major
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enemy thrust in the highlands
will be made.

Little ground action was re-
ported from the northern front
near Hue, the former imperial
capital. But South Vietnamese
planes were said to have
knocked out three enemy mor-
tar emplacements six miles
south of the city, Spokesmen
said seven Communist soldiers
were killed and three ammuni-
tion dumps knocked out,

Reporting on the air strike!
on North Vietnam’s northeast-
ern rail line to China, Colonel
O’Gorman said Thursday’s mis-
sion against the bridge was so
successful -that bombers did
not have to return to the area
yesterday.
|[ North Vietnam has two rail
links with China. with the
northeast line considered the
more important. It is believed
that United States bombers will
have to strike almost daily to
keep the lines cut.

In the fighting at Anloc, 60
miles north of Saigon spokes-
man said that there were
“some enemy” still in the city
and that the principal action
was at a former police station
now held by North Vietnamese
forces.

United States B-52 bombers
carried out the heaviest con-
centration of strikes of the war
along an eight-mile line to the
north of ‘the town. They
dropped more than 1,700 tons
of explosives, but when the
raids were over the enemy
guns opened fire again.

The United States command
reported that an American ad-
viser had been killed and an-
other wounded at Chonthanh,
a district capital 15 mileg south
of Anloc.

United States headquarters
also reported that two Air
Force spotter planes had been
shot down in the Anloc-Chon-
thanh area. The two crew mem-
bers were listed as missing,

The command reported that
a third aircraft, an Army OHG6
light observation helicopter,
was shot down Friday about
12" miles north of Kontum in
the Central Highlands. One!
crewman was wounded. :




