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Unworkable 

Secret CIA 
Study on 
Bombing 

Examiner News Services 

WASHINGTON — (UPI — Sen. Mike Gravel released 
s ret documents today showing that the Central Intelli-g nce Agency advised President Nixon in 1969 that mining N rth Vietnamese ports and bombing major rail arteries 
w s an unworkable military action. 

he Alaska Democrat 	  re d to the Senate portions 
of a national security memo-
ra dum in which the State 
D partment. the CIA and 
th office of the Secretary of 
Defense advised against at-
te pting to interdict sup-
p s• entering North Viet- 

m by land and sea. 
Pessimistic Report 

'he CIA said the "multi-
' ity of modes of transport 
ro tes" in North Vietnam 
m de it unlikely that B-52s 
an. U.S. naval forces could 
sh t off the flow of military 
su iplies into Vietnam, Grav-
el said. 

n addition, the CIA was 
pe simistic about the impact 
of 'nterdicting rail lines. In 
on instance, it noted, a rail-
ro d bridge was destroyed 
by U.S. airpower and the 
N rth Vietnamese were still 
ab e to move 703 tons a day 
ac oss the river by use of a 
fe ry. 

e State Department 
st dy said "in practical 
to s. it would be impossi-
bl to mine the harbors be-
ca se North Vietnam had so 
m ny ports suitable for off-
th:-beach loading. 

Pentagon Warns 
After the President's 

speech last night, the Penta-
gon warned that if the Soviet 
Union and other arms sup-
pliers to Hanoi tried to un-
load their freighters off-
shore. t h e United States 
would attempt to sink the 
shallow-draft lighters carry-
ing goods from there to 
shore. 

The office of the Secretary 
of Defense. Gravel said, con-
cluded that a minimum of 
6000 attack sorties, a month 
would be required to close 
the two rail lines from China 
and the interdiction of the 
seven to 10-route road net-
work from China would be 
still more diffiult. 

Gravel said the papers he 
read showed that the "entire 
intelligence.  gathering sys-
tem of the United States" 
was against a blockade. 

Kissinger Directs 
The study Gravel read 

from was prepared under 
the direction of Dr. Henry 
Kissinger, the President's 
chief foreign policy adviser. 
at the outset of the Nixon 
Administration. Sever al 
newspapers have published 
other portions of the memo-
randum. 

Gravel was blocked by 
Sen. Robert Griffin 
R-Mich. ) last week when he 

tried to have the full docu-
ment printed in the Congres-
sional Record. He came on 
the floor at 1:35 p.m. when  

the Senate was in recess, ob-tained recognition when 
there was no other Senator 
present and began reading 
from the study. 

Similar View 
Meanwile, the former 

head of the Defense. Depart-
ment's Vietnam Task Force, 
which produced the Penta-
gon Papers,. gave similar 
testimony, saying bombing 
of the Nor t ,h Vietnamese 
ports will bring neith&,  'vic-
tory nor peace. 

Dr. Leslie Gelb of -the. 
Brookings Institution t ci 1 d 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee that more bomb-
ing and mining would in 
time somewhat curtail Ha-
noi's offensive in the south 
but at the risk of again set-
ting back U.S. relations with 
Russia and China and at the 
price of countless civilian 
lives. 

More bombing' in South 
Vietnam,  he said, will 
impede Hanoi's offensive at 
the expense of killing or 
making refugees o u t of 
hundreds of thousands of 
people. 

"What then is the purpose 
of such senseless slaugh-
ter?" asked Gelb. 


