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U
. S., R

uss B
oth N

eed to Save F
ace 

B
y John P

. W
allach 

E
xa

m
in

e
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a
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in
g
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u
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 —
 President N

ixon's new
 m

ilitary chal-
lenge to M

oscow
 and H

anoi has offered N
orth V

ietnam
 the 

m
ost generous peace term

s of the w
ar —

 term
s that H

anoi 
could regard as m

ajor A
m

erican concessions. 
T

h
e U

.S
. o

ffer w
as tw

o
fo

ld
 —

 "co
m

p
lete" m

ilitary
 

w
ithdraw

al from
 V

ietnam
 and an end to all "acts of force" 

in
 In

d
o
ch

in
a w

ith
in

 fo
u
r m

o
n
th

s o
f a ceasefire an

d
 th

e 
release of U

.S
. prisoners of w

ar. 
M

eanw
hile, he w

ill use m
ines and bom

bs against ports 
and C

om
m

unist rail lines. 
In proposing a ceasefire in place, N

ixon appeared to 
have abandoned the previous U

.S
. dem

and for w
ithdraw

al 
of N

orth V
ietnam

ese troops from
 the S

outh. 
' A

lso
, fo

r th
e first tim

e, h
e talk

ed
 o

f "co
m

p
lete" w

ith
-

draw
al, raising the possibility that the U

nited S
tates w

ould 
negotiate on H

anoi's N
o. 1 dem

and -- an end to U
.S

. air 
and N

avy bom
bardm

ents as w
ell as w

ithdraw
al of troops. 

F
ace-S

aving for U
.S

. 
B

ut there w
as considerable doubt here today w

hether 
H

anoi and M
oscow

 w
ould see through the m

ilitary chal-
lenge of the blockade to N

ixon's real concern in finding a 
face-saving w

ay for the U
nited S

tates to extricate itself 
from

 V
ietnam

. 
A

ttention also focused on w
ays the S

oviet U
nion could 

save face in the changed situation. T
hese avenues included  

the possibility of resum
ing the P

aris peace talks or a call 
for an urgent U

N
 S

ecurity C
ouncil session. 

W
hile neither of these options had yet been called for, 

the obvious need w
as to find som

e w
ay for the K

rem
lin 

w
ithin the three-day deadline N

ixon has set to preserve the 
M

oscow
 S

um
m

it w
ithout m

aking it appear that N
orth V

iet-
nam

 w
as being sold out by its m

ajor ally. 
M

oscow
's C

rucial C
hoice 

A
n E

astern E
uropean am

bassador here explained that 
the real need w

as to find som
e m

echanism
 to gain tim

e for 
both sides to take another look at each other's negotiating 
proposals and to consider the consequences. 

Iro
n

ically
, an

d
 p

erh
ap

s at g
reat risk

, N
ix

o
n

 h
as at-

tem
pted to turn the tables on the S

oviet leadership, and 
apparently has now

 confronted M
oscow

 w
ith a m

onum
ental 

choice and a practical problem
. 

T
he choice revolves around w

hat is m
ore im

portant to 
M

oscow
—

its stake in seeing the Indochina conflict continue 
and threaten to involve the superpow

ers, or the K
rem

lin's 
interest in negotiating agreem

ents, such as S
trategic A

rm
s 

L
im

itations and trade, that directly benefit the S
oviet peo-

ple. T
he practical problem

 arises once M
oscow

 has m
ade a 

decision to help end the w
ar. T

he problem
 then becom

es 
how

 to do so. 
P

resident N
ixon m

ay have com
plicated that problem

  

by giving the S
oviets alm

ost no avenue to retreat w
ithout 

appearing to be capitulating to A
m

erican pow
er. 

T
hat is w

hy K
rem

linologists as w
ell as C

om
m

unist en-
voys here today w

ere predicting a harsh S
oviet reaction, 

possibly even an attem
pt to defy the blockade by escorting 

freighters w
ith R

ussian troop ships or sending m
inesw

eep-
ers to clear H

aiphong harbor. 
B

ut other officials believed there w
as a w

ay out for 
M

oscow
 and for the U

nited S
tates. 

A
nother C

om
m

unist am
bassador even suggested that 

the spectacle of N
ixon com

ing begging to M
oscow

 to save 
U

.S
. "honor" w

as exactly w
hat the K

rem
lin w

anted as its 
price for assistance. 

T
h

e w
ay

 o
u

t —
 resu

m
p

tio
n

 o
f th

e P
aris p

eace talk
s 

w
ith w

hat could be regarded here as "serious" N
orth V

iet-
nam

ese interest in negotiating a settlem
ent. 

W
ay O

ut of H
anoi 

If H
anoi so chooses; N

ixon's new
 term

s can be seen as 
concessions, providing N

orth V
ietnam

 w
ith the avenue it 

needs to raise serious questions about the proposals at re-
sum

ed peace talks. 
T

h
is, in

 tu
rn

, w
o
u
ld

 p
ro

v
id

e th
e P

resid
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 tell th

e A
m

erican
 p

ep
le th

at H
an

o
i h

ad
 

returned to the negotiations "in good faith" and therefore 
the U

nited S
tates w

as either ending or curtailing its block-
ade of H

aiphong. 


