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DANANG, South Vietnam,
May 3—The newly replaced
commander of the northern
military region of South Viet-
name said tonight that his
troops had disobeyed his orders-
to stand and protect Quangtri
and that some “high-ranking
officers would be brought be-
fore a tribunal.

In Saigon, a communiqué
from President Nguyen Vagt
Thieu’s office said the Presi-
dent had dismissed the com-
mander, Lieut. Gen. Hoang
Xuan Lam. But in an emotional
interview the general insisted
that he had resigned—bec%use
his troops gave up the province
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capital without a fight,

Both General Lam and Presi-
dent Thieu had said publicly
that Quangiri would be held
“at any cost.” It fell Monday.

“I told them to stay, stay,
stay,” the general said tonight,
pounding the air with a clenched
fist. “They withdrew without
orders. Quangtri had not been
hit yet. The order to hold
Quangtri was not executed.”

General Lam, whose round-
ish, smooth face belies his 44
years, said he personally sub-
mitted his resignation in writ-
ing yesterday in Saigon, He
said the President accepted it
without comment, “I didn’t ful-
fill the mission given to me,”
General Lam said, with tears
in his eyes. “That is very bad,
and it was very bad to lose
Quangtri.”

“So,” he continued, “I take
my responsibility.”
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