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o
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b
y
 B
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m

o
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N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 —

 P
resident N

ixon is now
 

ap
p
ro

ach
in

g
 an

o
th

er critical d
ecisio

n
 in

 
V

ietn
am

. W
h
at to

 d
o
 if th

e en
em

y
 sto

p
s 

th
e in

v
asio

n
 b

efo
re o

r after th
e b

attle fo
r 

th
e fo

rm
er V

ietn
am

ese cap
ital o

f H
u
e, 

an
d
 o

ffers to
 m

ak
e a d

eal w
h
ile H

an
o
i is 

in
 co

n
tro

l o
f a larg

e p
art o

f th
e n

o
rth

 o
f 

S
outh V

ietnam
? 

T
h
ere h

av
e b

een
 so

m
e reliab

le in
d
ica-

tio
n
s th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e em
b
assies in

 P
aris an

d
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 th

at H
an

o
i an

d
 th

e N
atio

n
al 

L
ib

eratio
n
 F

ro
n
t w

ill d
o
 ju

st th
at, an

d
 

su
ch

 a p
au

se in
 th

a fig
h
tin

g
 w

o
u
ld

 p
u
t 

th
e N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 an

d
 th

e T
h
ieu

 
g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t in

 S
a
ig

o
n
 in

 a
 v

e
ry

 a
w

k
-

w
ard

 situ
atio

n
. 

S
o
 lo

n
g
 as th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist o

ffen
siv

e 
g
o
e
s o

n
—

a
n
d
 it is m

a
k
in

g
 a

la
rm

in
g
 

progress—
'N

ixon's policy is clear. H
e has 

sta
te

d
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 d
o
 "w

h
a
te

v
e
r is 

n
ecessary

," sh
o
rt o

f u
sin

g
 ato

m
ic w

eap
-

o
n
s o

r sen
d
in

g
 th

e A
m

erican
 ex

p
ed

itio
n
-

a
ry

 fo
rc

e
 b

a
c
k
 in

to
 th

e
 b

a
ttle

 o
n
 th

e
 

g
ro

u
n
d
—

"u
n
til th

e N
o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese 

sto
p
 th

eir o
ffen

siv
e in

 S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
." 

A
n

 o
u

t 
B

u
t h

e
 h

a
s le

ft h
im

se
lf a

n
 o

u
t. H

e
 

h
as n

o
t said

 th
at h

e w
o
u
ld

 co
n
tin

u
e h

is 
a
ir a

n
d
 n

a
v
a
l a

tta
c
k
s u

n
til th

e
y
 p

u
ll 

b
ack

 o
f th

e d
em

ilitarized
 zo

n
e an

d
 g

et 
th

eir tro
o
p
s o

u
t o

f S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
, b

u
t 

N
ix

o
n

's
 h

a
rd

e
s
t V

ie
tn

a
m

 d
e
c
is

io
n

 is
 o

n
 th

e
 h

o
rizo

n
 

7
 / 

Jam
es R

esto
n

 
o
n
ly

 "u
n
til th

e
 in

v
a
sio

n
 sto

p
s." W

h
a
t 

then 
if it sto

p
s, w

ith
 H

an
o
i in

 su
b
stan

-
tial co

n
tro

l o
f th

e n
o
rth

 o
r ev

en
 o

f H
u
e? 

"T
h
e
 o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 w

e
 h

a
v
e
 re

fu
se

d
 to

 
d
o
," N

ix
o
n
 said

 in
 h

is last V
ietn

am
 p

o
li-

cy
 statem

en
t o

n
 A

p
ril 26, 

"is to
 acced

e 
to

 th
e en

em
y
's d

em
an

d
 to

 o
v
erth

ro
w

 th
e 

law
fu

lly
 co

n
stitu

ted
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f S

o
u
th

 
V

ietn
am

 an
d
 to

 im
p
o
se a C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

d
ictato

rsh
ip

 in
 its p

lace." 
B

u
t w

h
e
n
 L

e
 D

u
c
 T

h
o
 o

f th
e
 N

o
rth

 
V

ietn
am

ese p
o
litb

u
ro

 g
o
t b

ack
 to

 P
aris 

o
n
 A

p
ril 3

0
 to

 re-o
p
en

 the negotiations, 
h
e
 d

e
n
ie

d
 th

a
t h

e
 

w
a
s d

e
m

a
n
d
in

g
 a

 
C

o
m

m
u
n
ist g

o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 S

aig
o
n
. 

G
o

v
e

rn
m

e
n

t o
f 'h

a
rm

o
n

y
' 

"In S
outh V

ietn
am

," h
e said

 in
 a fo

r-
m

al statem
en

t, "w
h
at w

e w
an

t is a g
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t o

f n
atio

n
al h

arm
o
n
y
. . . . W

e in
 

n
o
 w

ay
 w

an
t to

 im
p
o
se a 'C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

reg
im

e' in
 S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 su

ch
 as M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 h

as fab
ricated

, b
u
t o

u
r p

eo
p
le is 

also
 d

eterm
in

ed
 n

o
t to

 p
erm

it th
e A

m
eri-

can
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 to

 estab
lish

 a p
u
p
p
et 

pow
er in its p

ay
." 

W
ell, w

e h
av

e 
h
eard

 all th
is b

efo
re, 

b
u
t w

ith
 th

e
 e

n
e
m

y
 in

v
a
sio

n
 c

u
ttin

g
 

S
outh V

ietnam
 
in

 h
alf an

d
 th

reaten
in

g
 

H
u
e, th

e altern
ativ

es b
efo

re th
e P

resi- 
dent 	

h
ard

 an
d
 ev

en
 o

m
in

o
u
s. T

h
e 

farth
er so

u
th

 th
e en

em
y
 p

en
etrates, th

e 
clo

ser th
e arm

ies g
et to

g
eth

er an
d
 th

e 
m

o
re th

ey
 m

o
v
e 

into populous civilian 
areas, w

h
ere th

e P
resid

en
t h

as to
 risk

 
h
ittin

g
 th

e A
R

V
N

 an
d
 th

e S
o
u
th

 V
iet-

n
am

ese p
eo

p
le. 

N
ix

o
n

's
 c

h
o

ic
e
 

H
e can

 
in

sist o
n
 fig

h
tin

g
 th

e b
attle 

through, relying on the S
outh V

ietnam
ese 

and A
m

erican 
a
ir a

n
d
 n

a
v
a
l p

o
w

e
r to

 
sm

ash
 th

e in
v
asio

n
 an

d
 d

riv
e th

e en
em

y
 

b
ack

 o
f th

e D
M

Z
, o

r, if th
e en

em
y
 p

au
s-

es an
d
 o

ffers to
 n

eg
o
tiate at H

u
e, h

e can
 

ag
ree to

 n
eg

o
tiate fo

r a co
alitio

n
 g

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t in

 S
aig

o
n
, w

ith
 th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ists 

an
d
 w

ith
o
u
t G

en
. T

h
ieu

. 
It is a h

ard
 b

arg
ain

, b
u
t h

e is p
ro

b
a-

b
ly

 g
o
in

g
 to

 h
a
v
e
 to

 c
h
o
o
se

 b
e
tw

e
e
n
 

fig
h
tin

g
 ev

en
 h

ard
er w

h
ile h

e w
ith

d
raw

s 
h
is g

ro
u
n
d
 fo

rces, o
r n

eg
o
tiatin

g
 a new

 
co

alitio
n
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 S

aig
o
n
. N

ix
o
n
 

h
as b

een
 u

p
 ag

ain
st m

an
y
 h

ard
 d

ecisio
n
s 

sin
ce h

e en
tered

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se, b

u
t 

th
is m

ay
 b

e th
e h

ard
est o

f all, esp
ecially

 
sin

ce h
e h

as to
 try

 to
 reco

n
cile th

e to
u
g
h
 

m
o
ral lin

e h
e to

o
k
 at S

ecretary
 C

o
n
n
al-

ly
's ran

ch
 in

 T
ex

as, w
ith

 his m
ission to 

M
o
sco

w
 th

is m
o
n
th

 to
 n

eg
o
tiate "a g

en
-

eration 
o
f p

e
a
c
e
," w

h
ic

h
 is h

is m
a
in

 
p
resid

en
tial electio

n
 arg

u
m

en
t. 

T
e
s
tin

g
 th

e
 p

ro
p

o
s
itio

n
 

In
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f h
is first term

 in
 th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se, N

ix
o
n
 o

ffered
 to

 n
eg

o
tiate 

a
 se

ttle
m

e
n
t o

n
 th

e
 b

a
sis o

f th
e
 h

a
rd

 
p
o
litic

a
l a

n
d
 g

e
o
g
ra

p
h
ic

a
l fa

c
ts: w

h
o
 

w
as in

 co
n
tro

l o
f w

h
at in

 S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
. 

A
n
d
 n

o
w

 H
an

o
i seem

s to
 b

e -testin.g that 
proposition. 

N
ix

o
n
 g

av
e th

ree reaso
n
s in

 h
is A

p
ril 

2
6
 statem

en
t fo

r co
n
tin

u
in

g
 th

e b
attle: 

"F
irst, to

 p
ro

tect o
u
r rem

ain
in

g
 A

m
eri-

can
 fo

rces. S
eco

n
d
, to

 p
erm

it co
n
tin

u
a-

tio
n
 o

f o
u
r w

ith
d
raw

al p
ro

g
ram

. A
n
d
 

th
ird

, to
 p

re
v
e
n
t th

e
 im

p
o
sitio

n
 o

f 
a 

C
o
m

m
u
n
ist reg

im
e o

n
 th

e p
eo

p
le o

f 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 ag

ain
st th

eir w
ill, w

ith
 

th
e in

ev
itab

le b
lo

o
d
b
ath

 th
at w

o
u
ld

 fo
l-

lo
w

 fo
r h

u
n
d
red

s o
f th

o
u
san

d
s w

h
o
 h

av
e 

d
ared

 to
 o

p
p
o
se C

o
m

m
u
n
ist ag

g
ressio

n
." 

H
a
n

o
i's

 a
n

s
w

e
r 

H
an

o
i's an

sw
er to

 th
is, fro

m
 L

e D
u
c 

T
h
o
 in

 P
aris, w

as 
th

at h
is g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
w

o
u
ld

 g
u
aran

tee th
e p

ro
tectio

n
 
o
f th

e 
rem

ain
in

g
 A

m
erican

 fo
rces, an

d
 th

e re-
lease o

f th
e A

m
erican

 p
riso

n
ers, 

and 
th

at it d
id

n
't w

an
t to

 im
p
o
se a g

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t o

n
 S

aig
o
n
, b

u
t th

at it "dem
anded" 

th
e "im

m
ed

iate resig
n
atio

n
" o

f N
g
u
y
en

 
V

an
 T

h
ieu

 as h
ead

 o
f th

e S
aig

o
n
 reg

im
e, 

and a ch
an

g
e o

f p
o
licy

 in
 S

aig
o
n
 b

y
 a 

new
 coalition governm

ent, including the 
C

om
m

unists. 
N

o
th

in
g
 co

u
ld

 b
e h

ard
er fo

r N
ix

o
n
 to

 
,sw

allow
, but he m

ay have to sw
allow

 it 
or fig

h
t ev

en
 h

ard
er th

an
 b

efo
re b

y
 th

e 
e
n
d
 o

f th
is m

o
n
th

. T
h
e
 d

a
n
g
e
r a

t th
e
 

m
o
m

en
t is th

at H
an

o
i is d

o
in

g
 so

 w
ell in

 
th

e d
riv

e to
w

ard
 H

u
e th

at it m
ay

 th
in

k
 

it can
 sm

ash
 its w

ay
 to

 a m
ilitary

 v
icto

-
ry

 an
d
 n

o
t o

n
ly

 d
em

o
ralize an

d
 d

efeat 
S

aigon but hum
iliate W

ashington. 

A
 p

o
in

t e
m

p
h

a
s
ize

d
 

H
o
p
efu

lly
, th

ey
 w

ill n
o
t tak

e th
is g

am
-

b
le, b

ecau
se n

o
b
o
d
y
 

in W
ashington, or 

M
o
sco

w
 o

r P
ek

in
g
, let alo

n
e in

 H
an

o
i, 

can calculate w
hat N

ixon w
ill do if he is 

trapped. T
his point has been em

phasized 
th

ro
u
g
h
 p

riv
ate ch

an
n
els to

 ev
ery

b
o
d
y
 

o
n
 th

e o
th

er sid
e, an

d
 ap

p
aren

tly
 th

ey
 

have got the point. 
S

o
 H

an
o
i w

ill p
ro

b
ab

ly
 call fo

r 
a 

cease-fire at H
u
e an

d
 p

ro
claim

 an
 alter-

n
ativ

e "g
o
v
ern

m
en

t" o
f S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 

th
ere, an

d
 ask

 fo
r a co

m
p
ro

m
ise settle-

m
en

t an
d
 a co

alitio
n
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 S

ai• 
gon w

ithout G
en. T

hieu. 
W

h
at th

en
 w

ill N
ix

o
n
 d

o
? T

h
is is the 

question that is being debated privately 
in W

ashington these days, 
an

d
 th

e an
-

sw
er m

ay
 v

ery
 w

ell d
eterm

in
e th

e o
u
t 

co
m

e o
f th

e w
ar an

d
 in

flu
en

ce th
e p

ress. 
'en

tial electio
n
 in

 N
o
v
em

b
er. 
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