
MAY 2 1972 

12 giatt Xi/racism Chronicle ** Tues., May 2, 1972 

'The War Is Running 
A Gloomy 
Report by 

2 Experts 

Backward' The writers covered the 
Vietnam war from 1962 to 
1970. They returned three 
weeki ago to report on the 
current North Vietnamese 
offensive. 

By Peter Arnett and 
Horst Faits 

Associated Press 

Saigon 
What we have seen the 

last three weeks looks like 
a film strip of the preced-
ing ten years reversed and 
rerun. The years peeled 
back as images of Viet-
nam at war flashed before 
our eyes. 

One morning last week an 
American adViser for rural 
development held up a six-
foot-long computer readout 
of his province's security 
rating that he had just re-
ceived from Saigon. 

"Look at this," he said, 
pointing to a bank of num-
bers. "That is supposed to 
give the current status of 
our Popular Force units. We 
cannot reach any of those 
units by radio; they have 
just gone. This paper is 
worthless." 

He walked over to a chart 
detailing development plans 
for a score of hamlets in his 
northern districts. "We've 
lost them, too," he said 
trirninZ the chart to the wall. 

Elsewhere in the threE 
major fighting areas we vis- 
ited — the central highlands 
the central coast, and Quang 
Tri province — the sense of 
swift, unexpected reversal 
was strong. 

We arrived ten days after 
the North Vietnamese offen-
sive began. Thrusts h a d 
been made deep into Quang 
Tri province. An Loc was 
under siege. The Kontum of• 
fensive was beginning. 

Yet as we traveled we did 
not find what we expected. 
There was no real sense of 
emergency except in the 
town or unit under direct en- 
emy pressure. Neither was 
there, any sense of political 
unity in the cities against 
the threat. 

Despite official claims 
that the Dong Ha line would 
hold south of the demilita-
rized zone, and that An Loc 
would not fall, we found 
among the Vietnamese mili-
tary units we encountered a 
Feeling of weakness. 

There have been some 
dramatic acts of Vietnamese 
bravery. Reports abound of 
regional force soldiers de-
fending their outposts to the 
last man, of district chiefs 
dying bravely at their posts. 
But after three weeks we 
find few positive develop-
ments of any significance. 

Our first main impression 
was that the South Vietnam-
ese have not stepped into the 
shoes of the departing 
Americans despite Vietnam-
ization. 

Before the collapse of the 
Dak To valley complex and 
the base camp defense line 
on Rocket ridge north of 
.Kontum, a senior United 
States adviser pointed to the 
hills around Kontum and 
said: "Not one government 
soldier is out there. They 
are all in their bases. No one 
is patrolling. All that jungle 
is the enemy's. He will come 
right through it and cream 
us." 
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T
he N

orth V
ietnam

ese so 
far ap

p
ear to

 b
e d

o
in

g
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st 
that, not only in K

ontum
 but 

in W
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est of 
S
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o
n
, in
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o
n
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 to
 

S
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o
n
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o
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east, an
d
 in

 
dozens of other areas. 

"T
he S

aigon governm
ent 

is n
o
w

 p
ay

in
g
 th

e p
rice o

f 
p
o
litical m

ilitary
 ap

p
o
in

t-
m

en
ts," a sen

io
r A

m
erican

 
said. 

T
h
e V

ietn
am

ese also
 are 

proving unable to handle the 
tools of A

m
erican-style w

ar-
fare. T

h
e co

m
m

u
n
icatio

n
s 

system
 in V

ietnam
 w

as nev-
er m

uch good. N
ow

 it is be-
ginning to crack. 

R
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ar g
u
id

an
ce sy

stem
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at th
e n

atio
n
's airp

o
rts are 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
 t o

 m
alfu

n
ctio

n
, 

according to A
m

erican tech-
nicians. 

T
h
e h

elico
p
ter w

as th
e 

b
ack

b
o
n
e o

f th
e A

m
erican

 
effo

rt. B
u
t th
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ietn
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ese 

a
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a
ry
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f u
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g
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h
u
n
d
red
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A
m

ericans. 
T

h
e elab

o
rate A

m
erican

 
b
ases are ro

ttin
g
 b

ecau
se 

th
ey

 are far to
o
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 fo

r th
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sm
aller V

ietn
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ese u
n
its. 

E
 v en m

ulti-m
illion-dollar 

C
am

 R
an

h
 B

ay
 is fallin

g
 

into disrepair. It w
as turned 

over to the V
ietnam

ese offi-
cially

 y
esterd

ay
 b

u
t th

ey
 

have not found a use for it. 
T

h
e
 tra

v
e
le

r g
e
ts

 a
 

strong im
pression that V

iet-
n
am

izatio
n
 n

o
t o

n
ly

 n
ev

er 
w

orkekbut never happened, 
d
esp

ite th
e A

m
erican

 p
u
ll-

out. 

A
m

erican
s w

h
o
  rem

ain
 

fall roughly in three categor-
ies. 

T
h
ere are th

o
se w

h
o
 are 

w
aitin

g
 o

u
t th

eir tim
e, lik

e 
th

e in
fan

try
m

en
 w

ith
 th

e 
1
9
6
th

 B
rig

ad
e at P

h
u
 B

al 
w

ho don't relish being here 
b
u
t c

o
n
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u
e
 to
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o
 th

e
ir 

duty. T
hese include helicop-

ter pilots, w
ho are bearing a 

h
eav

y
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ad
 in

 th
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t 

fighting. 

T
hen there are the civilian 

A
m

erican
s w

h
o
 h

av
e p

u
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m
uch of their lives into V

iet-
n
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, m
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 lik
e th

e sen
io

r 
A

m
erican
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v
iser to

 th
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S
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d
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John P
aul V

ann. A
 ten-year 

V
ietnam

 veteran, he is still 
try

in
g
 to
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o
ld

 th
e situ

atio
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together in the central high-
lands. 

F
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ally
. th

ere are still a 
few
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ilitary

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o
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k
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in

 th
e w

ar 
m

ilitarily. T
hey range from

 
desk-bound colonels in the 
S

aig
o
n
 h

ead
q
u
arters, w

h
o
 

brush off the V
ietnam

esere-
v
erses w

ith
 an

 im
p
atien

t 
shrug of their shoulders and 
an optim

istic prediction, to 
so

m
e o

f th
e ad

v
isers in

 th
e 

field
 w

h
o
 lo

o
k
 b

ey
o
n
d
 th

e 
in

efficien
cy

 an
d
 in
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m

p
et-

en
ce th

ey
 see b

efo
re th

eir 
eyes. 

B
ut even the m

ost enthu-
siastic A

m
erican

s w
e m

et  

s
h
ie

ld
 a

w
a
y
 fro

m
 th

e
 

suggestion of bringing U
.S

. 
troops back into the w

ar. 
"T

his is a V
iet show

 now
," 

com
m

ented a colonel. "W
e 

brought them
 tim

e w
ith our 

m
en. It cost us blood. I hope 

th
e
 V

ie
ts u

se
d
 th

a
t tim

e
 

w
ell." D
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M
u
ch

 o
f th

at A
m

erican
 

b
lo

o
d
 w

as lo
st in

 ro
llin

g
 

back the 1968 T
et V

iensiee. 
T

he differences b et w
 e 

th
at o

ffen
siv

e an
d
 th

e cu
r-

rent one are obvious. 
T

h
e
 T

e
t a

tta
c
k
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n
 a

ll 
V

ietn
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's m
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r cities an
d
 

tow
ns cam

e from
 w

ithin, the 
ro

ad
 p

av
ed

 b
y
. V

iet C
o
n
g
 

ag
en

ts an
d
 cad

res w
h
o
 led

 
troops into the hearts of the 
p
o
p
u
latio

n
 cen

ters. M
an

y
 

enem
y forces w

ere so slen-
d
er in

 th
e T

et actio
n
s th

at 
they quickly lost cum

m
pni-

cations and w
ere eventually 

annihilated. 
T

his tim
e it _is exclu,sivPly 

an
 attack

 fro
m

 w
ith

o
u
t, a  

conventional push w
ith m

as-
siv

e firep
o
w

er, o
v
erru

n
in

g
 

everything in the w
ay. 

A
s far b

ack
 as th

e early
 

1
9
6
0
s, th

ere w
ere n

ev
er so

 
few

 allied counter-offensives 
as n

o
w

. E
v
en

 in
 th

e g
rim

 
days of 1965, w

hen the V
iet 

C
ong arm

y w
as knocking at 

the doors of S
aigon, the gov-

ernm
ent forces w

ould organ-
ize a co

u
n
ter-attack

 to
 re-

take lost tow
ns and villages. 

T
h
e sam

e w
as tru

e o
f th

e 
first few

 hours of the T
et of-

fensive. 
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e lesso

n
s o

f th
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V
ietn

am
 w

ar is th
at if th

e 
enem

y is given just a day to 
dig in, he is very difficult to 
dig out. 

T
he S

outh K
oreans discov-

ered this at the A
n K

he pass 
w

h
en
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o
o
r p

atro
llin

g
 a I-

low
e d tw

o N
orth V

ietnam
ese 

battalions to dig in along a 
critical ridgeline. T

he K
ore-

ans lost m
ore than 100 dead 

in 
getting them

 
o
u
t in

 a
  

tw
o-w

eek battle —
 one of the 

toughest for the K
oreans in 

the w
hole w

ar. 
A

nother danger of leaving 
te

rrito
ry

 to
o
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n
g
 in

 th
e
 

hands of the N
orth V

ietnam
-

ese is th
at it g

iv
es th

em
 an

 
opportunity to organize the 
population. 
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ed
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fear th
at a m
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ill be control of large popu-
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 e 
coast and in the M

ekong del-
ta. T

his w
ould give them

 a 
b
ase to

 lau
n
ch

 o
p
eratio

n
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against governm
ent centers 

w
ith locally recruited forces. 
'T

his w
as how

 the A
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can
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h
ase o

f th
e V

ietn
am

 
w

ar began in 1962. T
he dif-
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e
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o
w

 is th
a
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e
 

N
orth V

ietnam
ese have the 

lines of com
m

unications and 
th

e su
p
p
lies to

 co
m

p
ress 

in
to

 a few
 m

o
n
th

s w
h
at it 

took years to achieve in the 
1960s. 


