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Ln Binh Dinh province, 
he' e on the coast of cen-
tr I Vietnam, three dis-
tri is with a combined pop-
ul tion of about 200,000 
have fallen to Communist 
attacks in two weeks with 
little real resistance. 

Years of work on pacifica-
tion programs h a s been 
dashed, and Vietnamization 
has failed one of its most 
cr cial tests. The failure is 
re dily conceded by both 
So th Vietnamese and 
American officials in Qui 
NI-on, the provincial capital. 

A regiment of South Viet-
na 's army, reduced to a 
qu rter of its 3000-man 
s ngth largely through de-
se ons, is under attack 
ne r here. Few American 
ad isers or South Vietnam-
es officials believe it will 
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pull through. 
The unit—the 40th Regi-

ment, fighting at a nearby 
landing zone named 
English has reportedly 
failed every test it has faced 
in the last two weeks. 

Since the fall of the Hoai 
Nhon district .on April 19, 
said a high-ranking South 
Vietnamese official who 
asked that his name not be 
disclosed, "the 40th Regi-
ment has only 25 per cent of 
its strength-30 per cent 
were casualties and 40 per 
cent orsodeserted." 

We lost Hoe Nhon after 
that because the local mili-
tia troops were demoralized. 
They thought the regular 
army had let them down. 
We couldn't hold Hoai Nhon 
because the soldiers desert-

, ed. They left their posts dur-
ing the night, and didn't fight 
when the attacks came in 
the day. 

CAPITAL 
Bong Son, the capital of 

the Hoai Nhon district, fell 
last Saturday. 

"The North Vietnamese 
are highly motivated — they 
know what they are doing," 
the official continued. 

What has been lost in Binh 
Dinh province? Perhaps the 
people of the province will 
tell. More than a fifth of 
them are now under Com-
munist control, and local 
Viet Cong agents are said to  

he preventing all the able-
bodied young m e n from 
fleeing south and leaving as 
some of their women and 
children have done. 

"I was stopped ten times 
on the road between Bong 
Son and Qui Nhon," said a 
young Roman Catholic 
priest who had walked 30 
miles south. 

"The Communists told all 
the young men they must 
work t o upset President 
Thieu and establish a new 
government of neutrality. I 
told them I was leading the 
people away because they 
did not want to be bombed 
by the Americans." 

A few air attacks were 
called in on the northern 
part of Bong Son and also in 
Haoi Nhon after those places 
were abandoned, but Ameri-
can advisers say they took 
such action only in areas 
where they knew there 
would be few civilians left. 

One of these advisers said 
he had left Bong Son after 
the 40th Regiment's com-
mander and the Hoia Nhon 
district chief took their re-
frigerators, got in a jeep and 
fled, leaving their regular 
and militia troops behind to 
fend for themselves, Many 
of the soldiers gave up the 
fight and took to the hills. 

"That whole district now 
is Communist-controlled," 
said the American. "If we 
were to sweep them out of  

there tomorrow. I doubt that 
we could get the people to 
tell us who among them had 
helped the other side. Those 
people will never feel safe 
with the government again." 

Many of the people of the 
captured districts — the 
third is Tam Quan — have 
stayed there, or have gone 
back after fleeing the fight-
ing. The region is, on the 
coastal plain and the rice 
crop will soon be ready for 
harvest. 

"There's usually a 25 per 
cent surplus of rice in Hoai 
Nhan," one of the advisers 
said. "You know who'll get 
it now." 

Major George H. Watkins 
Jr., one of the three Ameri- 
cans, was among the last to 
leave Bong Son, a town of 
40,000 before it fell Saturday 
afternoon. He said: 

"The Americans were sin-
cere; they tried to help the 
Vietnamese armed forces, 
and they brought equipment 
here. But one thing the 
Americans cannot bring 
here is leadership — they 
cannot bring that in from 
their arsenal. 

"When the Communists 
were here before, from 1945 
to 1954, the people didn't 
have much to eat or good 
clothes on their backs but 
morally they were happy, 
because t h e Communists 
brought justice to this land 
for ten years. not the cor-
ruption we have here now." 


