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D
octor's R

eport F
rom

 H
an

oi 

T
h

e
 N

e
w

 P
la

stic
 B

o
m

b
s 

B
y H

arold Jackson
 

M
an

ch
ester G

u
ardian

 
L

on
d

on
 

A
 

n
e
w

 ty
p
e
 o

f a
n
ti -

p
erso

n
n
el b

o
m

b
 d

ro
p
p
ed

 
o
n
 H

a
n
o
i b

y
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 

aircraft is cau
sin

g
 sev

ere 
m

ed
ical p

ro
b
lem

s fo
r th

e 
N

o
rth

 V
ie

tn
a
m

e
se

, a
c
-

co
rd

in
g
 to

 a B
ritish

 co
n
-

su
ltan

t p
h
y
sician

 w
h
o
 h

as 
ju

st re
tu

rn
e
d
 fro

m
 th

e
 

n
o
rth

ern
 cap

ital. 
D

r. P
h
ilip

 H
arv

ey
, w

h
o
 

w
orks at S

t. S
tephen's H

os-
p
ital in

 L
o
n
d
o
n
 arriv

ed
 in

 
H

anoi on A
pril 8 to carry out 

a m
ed

ical 
ed

u
catio

n
 p

ro
-

gram
 at the invitation of the 

m
ed

ical facu
lty

 at H
an

o
i 

U
niversity. A

 w
eek after his 

arrival, on S
unday, A

pril A
, 

60 U
.S. aircraft bom

bed the 
city, causing extensive dam

- 

age' to eight residential dis-
tricts. 

H
arvey said he visited one 

of the areas, about a kilom
e-

ter from
 his city center ho-

tel, an
d
 ex

am
in

ed
 so

m
e o

f 
th

e d
ead

 an
d
 w

o
u
n
d
ed

. "I 
saw

 the body of one w
om

an 
—

 she w
as pregnant —

 and 
sh

e h
ad

 b
een

 rid
d
led

 w
ith

 
p
la

stic
 p

e
lle

ts fro
m

 a
n
 

anti-personnel bom
b. T

his is 
a new

 developm
ent. T

he pel-
lets u

sed
 to

 b
e m

etal b
u
t 

n
o
w

 th
a
t th

e
y
 a

re
 u

sin
g
 

plastic it is im
possible to lo-

cate th
e p

ellets b
y
 n

o
rm

al 
X

-rays. T
hey can be found 

w
ith the use of ultrasonic vi-

brations but the N
orth V

iet-
n
am

ese d
o
 n

o
t h

av
e su

ch
 

equipm
ent." 

H
arv

ey
 said

 th
at the pel-

lets p
en

etrate th
e victim

s  

bodies at 1300 feet a second, 
creatin

g
 su

ch
 in

ten
se h

eat 
that they vaporize the flesh. 
"T

h
ey

 can
 fractu

re a b
o
n
e 

w
ithout even m

aking contact 
w

ith
 it," h

e said
. A

 fu
ll u

l-
trasonic vibration unit costs 
about $50,000 dollars. T

he 
w

o
u
n
d
ed

 p
eo

p
le seen

 b
y
 

H
arvey all had m

ultiple pen-
etrating w

ounds caused by 
cubic pellets. 

T
h

e ra
id

 to
o
k

 p
la

ce a
t 

about 
9:30 

in the m
orning, 

and involved three w
aves of 

2
0
 aircraft fly

in
g
 at ab

o
u
t 

25,000 feet. "It w
as im

possi-
ble to see the planes," H

ar-
v
ey

 said
, "th

o
u
g
h
 th

e sk
y
 

w
as com

pletely clear. I did 
see th

e v
ap

o
r trails o

f th
e 

ground-to-air m
issiles being 

fired against them
." 

H
e said

 th
at six or seven

  

brick-built thatched houses 
had 

b
een

 d
estro

y
ed

 in
 th

e 
area he visited. T

w
o people 

w
ere k

illed
 o

u
trig

h
t an

d
 

elev
en

 o
th

ers in
ju

red
, fiv

e 
serio

u
sly

. L
ater tw

o
 o

f th
e 

injured died and another tw
o 

b
o
d
ies w

ere lo
cated

 in
 th

e 
ru

in
s. T

h
e b

o
m

b
s d

ro
p
p
ed

 
seem

ed to be an equal m
ix-

tu
re o

f h
ig

h
 ex

p
lo

siv
e an

d
 

an
ti-p

erso
n
n
el. T

h
e latter, 

H
arv

ey
 said

, h
ad

 n
o
 effect 

on property or structures. "I 
dug som

e pellets out of the 
• brickw

ork and they had only 
g
o
n
e in

 ab
o
u
t a q

u
arter o

f 
an

 in
ch

." 

T
h
e o

th
er areas attack

ed
 

that m
orning w

ere all w
ithin 

one or tw
o kilom

eters of the 
city center. "It w

as a public 
holiday and the streets w

ere 
teem

ing w
ith people; A

t the  

m
om

en
t H

an
oi h

as ab
ou

t 
five tim

es the population for 
w

hich it w
as originally de-

signed. L
ater the authorities 

started
 ev

acu
atin

g
 w

o
m

en
 

and children." 

H
arvey said that this w

as 
th

e o
n
ly

 raid
 o

n
 th

e city
 

w
hile he w

as there —
 he left 

o
n
 S

atu
rd

ay
 (A

p
ril 2

2
) -

th
o
u
g
h
 th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 o
n
e 

false alarm
 fiv

e d
ay

s after 
th

e
 a

tta
c
k
. "S

o
 fa

r a
s I 

could tell the m
orale seem

ed 
to

 b
e rem

ark
ab

ly
 h

ig
h
 an

d
 

they carried on w
ith m

y pro-
gram

 as though nothing had 
happened. It seem

ed to m
e 

that the bom
bing had m

uch 
the sam

e effect in H
anoi as 

it did in L
ondon during the 

b
litz: It ju

st stren
g
th

en
ed

 
p
eo

p
les d

eterm
in

atio
n
 to

 
struggle on." 
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