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U
.S. A

ir, Sea Pow
er D

oubled O
ff Indochina 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
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T

he U
nited S

tates has dou-
bled its air and sea pow

er in 
S

outheast A
sia to carry out 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
's g

o
al o

f 
helping S

outh V
ietnam

ese 
forces repel N

orth V
 i e t-

nam
's big offensive. 

T
w

o squadrons of F4 fight-
er-b

o
m

b
ers, d

u
e to

 leav
e 

F
lorida soon for T

hailand, 
are the latest units to be or-
dered to the w

ar zone in a 
buildup that began in Febru-
ary w

hen officials expected 
the start of the offensive. 

A
ccording to the latest in- 

fo
rm

atio
n
 av

ailab
le, th

e 
N

avy has deployed about 55 
ships off V

ietnam
 com

pared 
w

ith the nearly 30 that w
ere 

operating there before the 
buildup. 

55 V
essels 

T
he fleet in the battle zone 

includes four carriers, three 
cru

isers, 2
5
 d

estro
y
ers, a 

h
elico

p
ter carrier lo

ad
ed

 
w

ith about 1500 M
arines, 

and a variety of oilers, am
-

m
unition vessels and replen-

ishm
ent craft supporting the 

fighting ships. 
T

hese vessels are m
anned  

by about 39,000 N
avy m

en, 
m

ore than tw
ice the 18,000 

sailors and officers on sta-
tion in January. 

T
he 55 naval vessels de-

ployed off V
ietnam

 in the 
present crisis is roughly the 
sam

e num
ber as w

ere there 
in 1968, before the N

ixon ad-
m

inistration began w
inding 

dow
n U

.S
. involvem

ent in 
the Indochina w

ar. 
M

eanw
hile, tw

o m
ore air-

craft carriers, another cruis-
er and som

e destroyers are 
enroute across the P

acific  

and the A
tlantic and Persian 

G
u

lf areas to
 S

o
u

th
east 

A
sian w

aters. O
fficials say 

som
e of these w

ill replace 
ships now

 on station. 
A

s for air pow
er, the dis-

patch of the tw
o F

4 P
han-

tom
 squadrons totaling 35 

planes w
ill raise the A

m
eri-

can air strike force in T
hai-

land, S
outh V

ietnam
, G

uam
 

an
d
 ab

o
ard

 N
av

y
 carriers 

over the 750 m
ark. 

B
ack to V

ietnam
 

B
efore 

the buildup began 
irk

 F
eb

ru
ary

, th
ere w

ere  

about 380 A
m

erican strike 
planes in the w

ar. 
A

m
erican m

ilitary m
an-

p
o

w
er in

 T
h

ailan
d

, fro
m

 
w

hich m
ulch of the air w

ar 
o
p
erates, h

as risen
 in

 th
e 

last m
onth or so from

 32,000 
to 34,000 m

en w
ith the ar-

riv
al o

f air u
n
its fro

m
 th

e 
U

nited States and the Philip-
pines. 

T
w

o squadrons of M
arine 

F4 
fighter-bom

bers ov it h 
their ground suppotrA

veTe 
returned to V

ietnam
 tram

 
Japan, adding 1000 M

arines 

T
hin<

A
pril 27, 1972*** 

to the num
ber of A

m
ericans 

in
-c

o
u
n
try

 w
h
ile

 G
e
n
. 

C
reighton A

bram
s, the U

.S
. 
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com
m

ander, w
as w

ithdratv-
ing prinC

ipally A
rm

y_ troops 
back to the U

nited States. 


