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WASHINGTON — (AP) —
The United States has dou-

bled its air and sea power in
Southeast Asia to carry out
President Nixon's goal of
helping South Vietnamese
forces repel North Viet-
nam’s big offensive.

Two squadrons of F'4 fight-
er-bombers, due to leave

‘Florida soon for Thailand,

are the latest units to be or-
dered to the war zone in a
buildup that began in Febru-
ary when officials expected
the start of the offensive.
»ooﬁ.&nm to aam latest in-

formation available, the
Navy has deployed about 55
ships off Vietnam compared
with the nearly 30 that were
operating there before the
buildup.

; 35 Vessels

The fleet in the battle zone
includes four carriers, three
cruisers, 25 destroyers,
helicopter earrier loaded
with about 1500 Marines,
and a variety of oilers, am-
munition vessels and replen-
ishment craft supporting the

fighting ships.
These ﬁmmm&m are manned
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by about 39,000 Navy men,
more than twice the 18,000
sailors and officers on sta-
tion in January.

The 55 naval vessels de-
ployed off Vietnam in the
present crisis is roughly the
same number as were there
in 1968, before the Nixon ad-
ministration began winding
down U.S. invelvement in
the Indochina war.

i Meanwhile, two more air-
craft earriers, another cruis-
er and some destroyers. are
enroute across the Pacific

and the Atlantic mza Persian
Gulf areas to Southeast
Asian waters. Officials say
some of these will replace
ships now on station.

. As for air power, the dis-
patch of the two ¥4 Phan-
tom squadrons totaling™ 35

planes will raise the Ameri-.

can air strike force in Thai-
land, South Vietnam, Guam
and aboard Navy carriers
over the 750 mark.

Back to Vietnam

Before  the buildup began.

ine m.mg.smww. . there were

d ., ?5 Sea Power Doubled Off H:moor:_m

m&cﬁ 380 bEmiﬁ.mn strike
planes in the war.

American military man-
power in Thailand, from
which much of the air war
operates, has risen in the
last month or so from 32,000
to 34,000 men with the ar-
rival of air units from the
United States and the Philip-
pines.

Two squadrons of Marine
T4 fighter-bombers. s;;
their . ground suppo
returned fto Vietnam
Japan, N&.Em 1000 Hﬁmﬁumm

om .
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to the number of Americans
in-country while Gen.

Creighton Abrams, the U.S.

commander, was withdratw-
ing principally Army troops

back to the United States.




