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SAIGON, South Vietnam, 
April 14—Intelligence sources 
made available today what they 
described as secret enemy di-
rectives showing that the Com-
munist offensive on the front 
north of Saigon was carefully 
planned last winter in Hanoi 
as a trap to draw the South 
Vietnamese Army away from 
populated areas near the capital 
and the Mekong Delta. 

An order dated early last 
December and another believed 
to have been issued late in Feb-
ruary outline a major cam-
paign, to last for one to two 
months, that remarkably resem-
bles the heavy fighting now un-
der way in the Anloc area of 
Binhlong Province. 

In an effort to save the be-
sieged South Vietnamese Fifth 
Division there, the Government  
in Saigon has rushed in its last 
reserves of paratroops and the 
entire 21st Division from the 
lower Mekong Delta, 160 miles 
away. 

Giap's Design Seen 
American analysts describe 

the plan outlined in the docu-
ment as a classic design by 
Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, the 
North Vietnamese Defense 
Minister and the architect of 
the French defeat at Dien-
bienphu in 1954. 

The analysts believe that the 
call for a one-month to two-
month offensive is about what 
the Communists are capable of 
mounting with their complex 
but limited logistics system. 

Because of allied domination 
of the air and because of the 
preference of the North Viet-
namese for fighting and living 
in the jungle rather than re-
lying on roads, they must get 
their supplies into place be-
fore battle begins. 

The orders were attributed 
to the Central Office for South 
Vietnam, which American an-
alysts say is the North Viet-
namese Politburo's office for 
directing the war in South 
Vietnam. It is believed to be 
headed by Pham Hung, the 
fourth-or fifth-ranking member 
of the nine-man Politburo, and 
to be in northeastern Cam-
bodia. 

Confident of Superiority 
The two documents, made 

available today, are labeled 
COSVN Directive 42, dated 
early last December, and 
COSVN Directive 43, which is 
believed to have been issued 
in late February to amplify the 
earlier order. 

The directives apply only to 
the area around Saigon and 
the Mekong Delta, not to the 
Central Highlands or the 
Quangtri region, where the 
Communists are now thought 
to have established . separate 
command centers. 
I The authors of the docu- 

ments appear confident that in 
the new fighting, which is com-" 
pared in importance to the 
Tet offensive of 1968, the Corn-
munist main-force troops can 
easily defeat the South Viet-• 
namese Army even though it-
"enjoys extensive United States 
air, fire and mechanized sup-
port." The authors say that 
South Vietnam's disastrous 
campaign in Laos last year 
proves that North Vietnam's 
army is superior. 

The directives say that the 
1' offensive was originally sched--  

uled to begin in early Februe  , 
ary—as American officials had_ 
repeatedly predicted—but was '-',, 
delayed for unspecified rea- — 
sons. 	 • ' 
I In addition to "inflicting., 
' heavy losses on U. S. and Gov- 4  
lernment forces" and "defeat-, ; 
ling the Vietnamization proe. 
gram," one of the original pur-
poses of the offensive, accord- , 
Ong to the documents, was to 
1"undermine President Nixon's  
political influence and render 
his visit to Peking in February, 
a political failure.' 

The directives indicate that 
Hanoi counted heavily on „ 
American antiwar sentiment to 
limit the Nixon Administrae 
tion's reaction to the offensive, 
The authors estimate that in the : 
face of. the attacks "the U. S. 
will continue its troop-with-
drawal schedule and its reduc-
tion of aid to the Government." 

Guerrillas' Weaknesses 
The authors speak of serious 

weaknesses in the organiza-
tion and strength of local Viet-
cong guerrillas, as contraste4 :e 
with the North Vietnamese , 
Army. "Recruitment of secret 
guerrillas has been totally in-
adequate," Directive 43 states, 
It also criticizes the dissemi-
nation of party orders as "in-
adequate and superficial" and 
accuses village cadres of rely-
ing on the North Vietnamese 
Army rather than building tip 
local guerrilla units. 

However, Directive 43 
specifies that the attacks by ' 
regular troops must be pre-
ceded by a "spontaneous up-
rising" in villages and cities: 
The order warns the North '- 
Vietnamese commanders to re-
frain from showing themselves 
"until after the spontaneous up-
rising occurs." 

Unlike the Tet offensive of .. 
1968, when therer were wide- " 
spread though eventually 
abortive uprisings by guerrillaS 
in South Vietnam's cities, there 
have been no incidents in the , 
last two weeks in the urban . areas. 

American analysts are wee: 
sure whether this meares that, 
the Vietcong are too weak VS 
carry out the directive of 
whether there has been a 
change in plan and the up- 
rising will come later. 	lei Directive 42 states that then 
"main theaters of war during" 
this campaign" will be Tay.** 
ninh, Binhlong and Binhduong: 
provinces, north and west of4 
Saigon, and binhtuong ancV 
Kienhoa Provinces, in the. 
populous Mekong Delta. "By!: drawing the bulk of Governse 
ment forces to these province;; 
the other provinces will be lef6;1 
vulnerable to counterpacificael tion attacks.' 	 we 

The directives say that tliC 
campaign "may continue, 
for one to two months," aftet , 
which there will be a revievee: 
of the results and possibly fureei 
deer attacks. The attacks lif; 
main force units, the uprising 
in the cities and counter*. 
pacification drives by Vietcon& 
guerrillas are termed 'the; three punches." 	 4oe 

Directive 42 orders the NortS 
Vietnamese troops in Cambodia 
—the Fifth, Seventh and Ninth 
divisions—to begin having their 
"rear service organizationg 
transport their supplies by their 
civilian labor units."  According to allied intel- 
ligence estimates, 90,000 North 
Vietnamese have been spotted 
on the Ho. Chi Minh supply-
trail network so far this springs  
compared with 64,000 in all of 
last year. Nearly half of the in-
filtrators I  are believed headeft 
for the enemy Base Area 609 in 
Laos, opposite Kontum Prov- , 
ince. 

' 


