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 T

he m
ilitary crisis 

in V
ietnam

 has at least clarified the poli- 
cy

 o
f th

e N
ix

o
n

 A
d

m
in

istratio
n

. In
 th

e 
n
am

e o
f p

ro
tectin

g
 th

e w
ith

d
raw

al o
f 

A
m

erican troops and prisoners from
 the 

b
attlefield

s, th
e P

resid
en

t is n
o

w
 d

irect-
in

g
 a m

assiv
e air o

ffen
siv

e ag
ain

st th
e 

en
em

y
 in

 o
rd

er to
 p

rev
en

t th
e d

efeat o
f 

th
e S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese arm

y
 an

d
 th

e 
overthrow

 of the S
aigon governm

ent. 
T

h
is is at least a p

o
licy

, b
u
t it is n

o
t a 

p
o
licy

 fo
r g

ettin
g
 o

u
t b

u
t a •p

o
licy

 fo
r 

staying in, not a policy for defending our 
troops, but a policy for defending G

ener-
al T

hieu's com
m

and and his regim
e. 

It is easy
 to

 see th
e p

o
litical lo

g
ic fo

r 
N

ixon in •this course of action. W
ithout 

th
e in

terv
en

tio
n

 o
f th

e A
m

erican
 A

ir 
F

o
rce, th

e S
o

u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese, 

though 
they have an arm

y of 1,200,000 m
en and 

a m
ilitia h

alf th
at size, m

ig
h

t v
ery

 w
ell 

be overrun b
y the N

orth V
ietnam

ese and 
the V

iet C
ong, and this w

ould be a spec-
tacu

lar failu
re fo

r th
e P

resid
en

t's p
o

licy
 

and .a blow
 to his chances of re-election. 

S
h

o
u

ld
 state objectives 

It is ev
en

 easy
 to

 see th
e lo

g
ic o

f h
is 

d
eterm

in
atio

n
 to

 sm
ash

 th
e N

o
rth

 V
iet-

n
am

ese in
v
asio

n
 o

f S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
 an

d
 

av
o

id
 th

e fin
al crash

 o
f h

is p
o

licy
 an

d
 

h
is a

llie
s, b

u
t a

t le
a
st th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t 
should state these objectives for the C

on-
g
ress an

d
 th

e p
eo

p
le, an

d
 n

o
t p

reten
d
 

that he has to revive this savage counter-
, attack in order to get the troops and pris-

oners back hom
e. 

T
he argum

ent for the air w
ar, like the 

argum
ents for the U

.S. invasion of C
am

-
bodia and L

aos, is that this operation 
w

ill not only assure the w
ithdraw

al of 
our last 90,000 m

en
, b

u
t fo

rce th
e en

em
y

 

Jam
es R

eston
 

to
 settle o

n
 o

u
r term

s. B
u
t ev

en
 after 

th
e en

em
y

's o
ffen

siv
e is tu

rn
ed

 b
ack

, as 
it u

n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 w

ill b
e, h

e w
ill still b

e 
free to

 retreat in
to

 C
am

b
o

d
ia an

d
 L

ao
s 

and across the D
M

Z
. 

T
o
 ach

iev
e th

e P
resid

en
t's w

ar aim
s, 

th
e en

em
y

's m
ain

 
-u

n
its m

u
st b

e d
e-

stro
y

ed
 an

d
 cu

t o
ff fro

m
 fu

tu
re su

p
p

lies 
fro

m
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
 an

d
 C

h
in

a, an
d

 
ev

en
 th

e m
o

st o
p

tim
istic p

lan
n

ers h
ere 

d
o

 n
o

t ex
p

ect th
at. 

B
arry

 G
o
ld

w
ater h

as at least seen
 th

e 
flaw

 in
 th

e P
resid

en
t's p

o
licy

. H
e w

ould 
carry

 th
e b

o
m

b
in

g
 to

 H
aip

h
o

n
g

. H
e 

w
o

u
ld

 risk
 try

in
g

 .to
 cu

t th
e S

o
v

iet an
d

 
C

hinese w
ar m

aterial before it could get 
to the battlefield, and also get behind the 
en

em
y
 d

iv
isio

n
s, n

o
w

 all b
u
t o

n
e in

 th
e 

so
u
th

, an
d
 b

lo
ck

 th
eir lin

e o
f retreat. 

P
o

licy w
o

n
't en

d
 w

ar 
O

f co
u

rse, th
is co

u
ld

 risk
 w

ar w
ith

 
both M

oscow
 and P

eking, but at least he 
does not fool him

self that the enem
y w

ill 
q
u
it an

d
 n

eg
o
tiate o

n
 o

u
r term

s u
n
less 

H
an

o
i h

as n
o
 w

ay
 to

 retreat and supply 
itself for another offensive later on. 

S
h
o
rt o

f trap
p
in

g
 an

d
 d

estro
y
in

g
 th

e 
en

em
y

 an
d

 cu
ttin

g
 h

im
 o

ff fro
m

 m
o

re 
S

o
v
iet an

d
 C

h
in

ese arm
s later o

n
, th

e 
P

resid
en

t's p
o

licy
 o

f b
ack

in
g

 th
e S

o
u

th
 

V
ietn

am
ese w

ith
 air p

o
w

er w
h

en
ev

er 
th

ey
 g

et in
 tro

u
b

le d
o

es n
o

t "en
d

 th
e 

w
ar," w

h
ich

 w
as N

ix
o
n
's p

ro
m

ise, o
r 

free the U
nited States, W

hich is his hope, 
but traps him

 and the A
ir Force in a 

w
ar that is directed by H

anoi and S
ai-

gon. 
If 

h
is o

b
jectiv

e is sim
p

ly
 to

 en
d

 th
e  

w
ar and get the troops and the prisoners 

b
ack

 h
o
m

e, h
e can

 n
eg

o
tiate th

at v
ery

 
quickly. It w

ould be dangerous and em
-

b
arrassin

g
, an

d
 th

ere are so
lid

 arg
u
-

m
ents against it, but that is the policy of 

m
o
st o

f th
e D

em
o
cratic can

d
id

ates fo
r 

the presidency, and it could be done. 
B

ut if his policy is to prevent the con-
quest of S

outh V
ietnam

 and the defeat of 
th

e T
h
ieu

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, th
en

 th
e co

n
se-

q
u
en

ces o
f th

at p
o
licy

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e faced

. 
F

o
r if N

ix
o

n
 is n

o
t really

 g
o

in
g

 to
 p

u
t 

the S
outh V

ietnam
ese on their ow

n, giv-
in

g
 th

em
 th

e to
o

ls to
 see if th

ey
 can

 
finish the job, but is going to back them

 
w

ith
 air p

o
w

er w
h
en

ev
er th

ey
 g

et in
 

tro
u
b
le, th

en
 all th

e S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese 

have to do to assure our continued pres- 

S
E

N
. B
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R

R
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L
D

W
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E

R
 

S
ees flaw

 in N
ixon 

policy 

en
ce in

 th
e air o

v
er th

e b
attlefield

, is to 
d

em
o

n
strate th

eir in
ab

ility
 to

 d
efen

d
 

them
selves. 

S
trictly p

o
litics 

T
h
is h

as b
een

 so
 o

b
v
io

u
s fo

r so
 lo

n
g
 

that it is alm
ost em

barrassing to go over 
it o

n
ce m

o
re, b

u
t th

e fact is th
at th

e 
A

dm
inistration is now

 dispatching im
ore 

an
d
 m

o
re n

av
al an

d
 air p

o
w

er to
 V

iet-
nam

—
w

ithout telling the C
ongress w

hat 
it is d

o
in

g
—

an
d

 co
m

p
lain

in
g

 ab
o

u
t th

e 
S

o
v
iet su

p
p
ly

 o
f arm

s to
 H

an
o
i, w

h
ile 

n
eg

o
tiatin

g
 d

isarm
am

en
t ag

reem
en

ts, 
an

d
 cu

ltu
ral ag

reem
en

ts, an
d

 trad
e an

d
 

sp
ace ag

reem
en

ts w
ith

 th
e S

o
v
iets, so 

th
at th

e P
resid

en
t can

 an
n
o
u
n
ce th

em
 in

 
triu

m
p

h
 w

h
en

 h
e g

o
es to

 M
o

sco
w

 •o
n

 
M

ay 22. 
T

h
e co

n
trad

ictio
n
s in

 all th
is are b

o
th

 
obvious and painful. Y

ou can defeat the 
N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
ese if y

o
u
 cu

t o
ff th

eir 
retreat an

d
 th

eir su
p
p
lies, and you can 

get your troops and your p
riso

n
ers b

ack
 

hom
e if you agree to get out all the w

ay, 
but you can't defeat th

em
 o

r g
et o

u
t b

y
 

w
ith

d
raw

in
g

 p
art w

ay
 an

d
 leav

in
g

 th
em

 
to

 retreat, w
h
ile y

o
u
 ru

n
 fo

r re-electio
n
 

o
n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 th

at y
o
u
 can

 d
o
 b

u
sin

ess 
w

ith •the S
oviets and the C

hinese. 
T

he P
resident's answ

er to this dilem
-

m
a is that he is m

erely hitting them
 hard 

b
ecau

se th
is w

ill b
rin

g
 th

em
 to

 th
eir 

senses and m
ake them

 com
prom

ise, and 
th

at an
y

w
ay

 h
e h

as to
 d

o
 all th

is to
 g

et 
th

e tro
o
p
s an

d
 th

e p
riso

n
ers b

ack
 h

o
m

e, 
b
u
t th

is is n
o
t a p

o
licy

. It is a cam
p
aig

n
 

arg
u

m
en

t, an
d

 a g
o

o
d

 o
n

e so
 far, b

u
t 

unless he can destroy the enem
y, or per- 

suade the Soviets to stop shipping arm
s 

to H
aiphong, the w

ar w
ill go on, even if 

the •present battle is w
on. 
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