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Drive Is Seen Shifting
ToHighlandsin Week

By JOSEPH B. TREASTER

Speclal to The New York Times

SAIGON, South Vietnam, April
4—Ags the latest North Vietnam-
ese drive in South Vietnam un-
folds, American intelligence
experts are being proved cor-
rect in thir predictions that a
big offensive was in the mak-
ing.

It appears, however, that
most of them miscalculated on
the timing. They were uncer-
tain on where in the country
the assault would be focused
and many now appear to have
been surprised by the force with
which the enemy has struck.

The North Vietnamese have
gained control of roughly half
of the northernmost province
and have endangered the pro-
vincial capital of Quangtri city.

Moving behind heavy artil-
lery fire, the North Vietnamese
have taken more than a dozen
South Vietnamese positions
across the northern frontier in
perhaps their most dramatlc
rout.

Scope Remains to Be Seen

Whether the South Vietnam-
ese defenses have merely been
bent, in the recent phrase of
Secretary of Defense Melvin R.
Laird, or whether they have
clearly been broken is yet to
be seen.

As one American official said
tonight, “The scope and dura-
tion of this thing remains {o be
seen.” .

For the most part, intelli-
gence officials are not disturbed
by the failure to pinpoint the
tifne or the place of the North
}’ietrlamese offensive.

It was enough, many intelli-
gence people feel, that an at-
tack of large proportions was
&ﬂy seen in advance. Thus,

Administration was able to
revent the American public
om being taken by surprise
3s it was during the Lunar New
Year offensive of 1968.

~Intelligence officers have
heen forecasting a North Viet-
namese offensive since the be-
ginning of the year. On the
basis of the reports, American
and South Vietnamese coificials
had issued statements declaring
that the enemy would attack
some time in February, prob-

ably either during the Lunar
New Year holiday or at about
the time President Nixon wasin
China.

When February passed quiet-
ly some analysts began saying
that the anticipated attacks
would be most likely to come
in middle or late summer in an
attempt to influence the Presi-
dential election campaign in the
United States.

Just two weeks ago an intel-
ligence report sent to Washing-
ton predicted “a substantial in-
crease” in enemy activity
early in April. This view, how-
ever, apparently was not per-
suasive for Gen. Creighton W.
Abrams, the commander of
American troops in South Viet-
nam, or Ellsworth Bunker, the
American Ambassador.

Both Left Country

Both men left to spend
Easter with their wives, General
Abrams in Bangkok and Mr.
Bunker in Katmandu, Nepal,
where his wife, Carol C. Laise,
is ambassador. They were back
at their posts today.

Neither General Abrams nor
Mr. Bunker has yet commented
on the fighting.

In the beginning the analysts
said they expected the North
Vietnamese to center their at-
tention in the northern prov-
inces. But more recently they
shifted their emphasis to the
Central Highlands.

Today wone exceptionally
well-informed source said that
‘on the basis of prisoner inter-
rogations it appeared that the
enemy offensive would consist
of two phases.

The first phase, in the north-
ern region, would last until
about next Monday, the source
predicted. Then, he said, fight-
ing would probably break out
in the Central Highlands and
continue until the end of the
month,

Motive for Attack

Intelligence analysts say they
believe it is only coincidental
that the attacks in the north
have come on the heels of a
breakdown in the Paris peace
talks. They believe that the

North Vietnamese may well be

igence Officials Predictea
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attempting to occupy South
Vietnamese territory to en-
hance their bargaining position.

For years there has been talk
in South Vietnam that a nego-
tiated settlement might give
Quangtri Province to the north.
The South Vietnamese Govern-
ment has denied such a possi-
bility, but it has been a con-
cern for the residents of!
Quangtri.

Most officials believed that
at some time during this elec-
tion year the North Vietnamese
would probably iry to stage a
drive to discredit President Nix-
on’s Vietnamization program
and swing votes to a Presiden:
tial candidate committed to 3

speedier and more complete
withdrawal.




