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Any Enemy Offensive Expected

By WILLIAM BEECHER
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10—Sen-
jor Pentagon officals say that
if North Vietnamese forces
open a major offensive in the
South, as has been widely pre-
dicted in Washington and to a
lesser extent in Saigon, they
expect it to last as long as
three months.

The officials tended to dis-

miss reports from the field
that the offensive mightalready
/have begun as premature. “The
major units that we are watch-
ing are not yet moving into
final attack positions,” one of
the officials explained.
. That thought was echoed by
Henry A. Kissinger, the Presi-
dent’s adviser on national secu-
rity affairs, who said of the
enemy at a news briefing yester-
day: “That offensive could start
at any time. We are not saying
it will ;start. We are saying he
is putting himself into a posi-
tion in which he has the cap-
ability to start and we expect
it may well start.”

In a series of recent inter-
views, ranking Defense Depart-

ment military and civilian plan-
kers said they believed that'
Hanoi, in preparing to shift its
strategy to an all-out showdown
in the South, appeared to have
put political . considerations
ahead of military ones.

Better Off to Delay

% Their comments were made
against a backdrop of mixed
reports from Indochina, some
of which contended that Wash-
ington had been overestimating
the likelihood of a major of-
fensive, '
- The Pentagon analysis holds
t}13t from a purely military
point of view Hanoi would in-|
deed be better off to delay]|
major.combat operations for a
year. But the officials here be-
lieve that the North Vietnamese|
see political advantages in a
widespread military showdown
that would extend beyond mere-
ly embarrassing President Nix-
on at the time of his visit to
China, beginning Feb. 21.
-'One general said: “Prepara-
tions for the spring offensive
began before the President’s
announcement of his Peking
trip, and the offensive is ex-
pected to be pressed well after
he returns.”
« The officials concede that
there are political motivations
hind Washington’t  state-
ments on the possibility of an
pffensive..

to Be Long|

% Pressure on the US.

= The American publis wad so
gurprised by the exient and
férocity of the so-called Tet of-
fensive four vears ago, they|
noted, that the reaction pleyed

" an important role in turning

around United States po.‘iicy,{
leading to the ending of the




daily bombing of the North
and of the troop build-up. This
time, they said, Washington is
taking no chance that even a
lesser offensive will surprise
anyone.

. Hanoi’s larger political ob-
jectives in an offensive, ac-
cording to the officials, include
putting pressure on the United
States to take the following
steps:

{Cancel plans to keep a re-
sidual force of roughly 25,000
to 35,000 men in South Vietnam
beyond 1872,

QWithdraw Air Force B-52
bombers and Air Force and
Navy fighter-bombers from
Southeast Asia.

QEnd or sharply curtail mili-
tary aid to South Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia.

Troop Shifts Described

The infelligence data on
which the Pentagon officials
base their projections of North
Vietnamese intentions over the
next few months report the re-
lcent movement of three divi-
isions—the 320th, the 324-B
and the 304th—into positions
‘along the Laotian-South Viet-
namese border; a fourth, the
308th, is reported poised just
above the northwestern end of
the demilitarized zone.

About 50,000 replacement
troops are said to be strung out
along the infiltration “pipeline”
from North Vietnam through
Laos. Since the trip normally
takes about three months, the
replacements  should enter|
South Vietnam in February,
March and April, the intel-
ligence reports say.

The level of infiltration, up
more than 10 per cent over last
year, appears channeled toward
units in the northern half of
South Vietnam rather than
those in Cambodia and the
southern half, as were most
replacements last year, intel-
ligence analysts say. They dis-
cern plans for major combat in
‘the two northern military re-
'gions of the South.

Because they believe the
enemy’s supplies are deficient,
they expect the offensive to be
focused close to sources of sup-
ply. Operations in the southern
half of the country are ex-
pected to be limited to rocket
and terror attacks.

‘Probably Into May’

The continued movement
into the northern end of the
pipeline, the analysts add, leads
to the conclusion that opera-
tions will not end after a week
or two of heavy fighting. “We
ilook for repeated assaults
|throughout the dry season,
probably into May,” a general
said. )

The intelligence reports said
that the flow of trucks along
the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos
is at record levels, with each
truck carrying about four tons
of supplies. In two nights last

week, it was said, American
gunships damaged about 200
trucks a night.

“This won’t stop the flow,”
an analyst said. “They merely
feed more trucks into the sys-
tem. But it reduces and slows
the delivery effort, without
doubt.”

The American planners be-
lieve that United States and
South Vietnamese fighter-bomb-
ers could play a decisive role in
efforts to meet the expected
assaults. Whether this would
be coupled with limited-dura-
tion heavy strikes against sup-
ply depots in North Vietnam,
as hinted in recent Presidential
speeches, has not been decided,
the officials said. >

“But if North Vietnam moves
the 308th Division through the
DMZ into South Vietnam,” a
ranking official said, “I would
expect a decision to bomb sup-
porting supply targets as far
up the peninsula of North Viet-
nam as is necessary to stop the
flow. That, at least, is what
we'd recommend to the Presi-

by the President, the Secre-
taries of State and Defense,
Mr. Kissinger and various gen-
erals and civilian advisers.

ficers in the field, Vietnamese
and American, have said they
believed the speculation had
been overstated.

commander of South Vietnam’s
First Division, at Hue, wvoiced
doubt that the North Vietnam-
ese in his sector would be
adequately supplied to begin
a major offensive for at least
a couple of months. The com-
mander of the nearby Third
Division, Brig. Gen. Vu Van
Giai, voiced similar doubts.

that even though enemy forces
do not have what a cautious
planner would regard as reg-
uisite supplies for a major
assault, they may still be or-
dered to proceed, depending
more than usual on infiltration
for enough ammunition and re-
placements
attack.

More recently some local of-

Brig. Gen. Pham Van Phu,

Officials in Washington say

to continue the

dent.”
The Political Advantages

The analysts say that, from
Hanoi's perspective, an effec-
tive campaign this spring and
summer might offer a real pros-
pect of eliminating the last
vestiges of American force and
making moot the question of
the United States presence as
a negotiating issue.

The officials believe the North
Vietnamese have concluded that
the political advantages of such
a result would outweigh what-
ever military risks might be en-
tailed. They analyze North Vi-
etnamese thinking in this way:

Besides embarrassing Presi-
dent Nixon during his visit to
Peking starting Feb. 21, bloody
combat after a hiatus of nearly
four years should rekindle the
Vietnam issue during the Presi-
dential campaign. Widely pub-
licized defeats of South Viet-
namese troops, furthermore,
might convince the American
public that Mr. Nixon’s policy
of Vietnamization—turning the
war over to Saigon in the ex-
pectation it could protect it-
self—was a failure.

North Vietnam could well
view that as enhancing the
prospects of the Democratic
candidates for the Presidency,
most of whom, according to the
Pentagon theory, might be ex-
pected to pledge a quick and
total withdrawal of American
forces. Alternatively, if Presi-
dent Nixon considered his re-
election endangered, he might
decide to shift his strategy to
take the issue away from his
Democratic rival.

The prospect of a series of
enemy attacks this spring, par-
ticularly in the Central High-
lands and the northern prov-

inces of South Vietnam, hasj:

been suggested in recent weeks|




