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Ted Charges

.an increasing toll of civilian

WASHINGTON — (AP) — priorities are ,more jmpor—i
Sen. Edward Kennedy said | tant than people.” |
yesterday the United States| “Worse still, our govern- |
and Campodia have joined in ment supports this,” he said. J
a conspiracy of silence about| Kennedy said the GAO, al

| congressional investigating |
war casualties and refugeea;[agency, reported that two!
in Cambodia. million refugees - had heen‘

Kennedy based his oha-i"ge:d}SI?ca'ted In 18 months of
on a report prepared by the | Wf*ff]'_ e o
General Accounting Office at| “The GAO estimates that
his request for his subcom- 3";;@5{51h20mlé8r-€ﬁmt, of-bh:1§[~
mittee on refugees. ugees' homes that were de-

¥ ; T

The State Department stroyed were caused by U.S.

challanged the allegation and g'r%dS:iléIEd bombing,” Kemne:
said Kennedy’s statements| " ) , =
concerning the GAO report| _ Cambodian Figures
are seriously misleading. The GAO report said the

» . . estimate of 2 million refu-

Massive Bombing | gees came from the Cambo-
“Cambodia is following in|{dian Ministry of Public
the tragic path of Vietnam Health, and that its investi-
and Laos,” Kennedy said. gators had no basis for as-

“Massive bombing and sessing the reliability “‘of

ground military operations | this figure or any other
are producing arising tide of | gyer-all figures.”
refugees, whno now swell the| The report said also the |
cities and towns, or cram | Cambodian government esti-
miakeshift refugee camups, | mated in March 1971 “thal a [
neglected by a government | maximum of 20 percent of |
which says the war will be property damages was a re—[
short, and that military | sult of Cambodian and allied |
air operations.” ]
In response fo requests for I
comment on the Kennedv |
statements, State Depart- |
ment spokesman Charles |
Bray said Kemnedy’s re- |
marks don’t reflect the con- |
clusions of the report.
‘Essential Faets’

According 1o the State De- |
partment, the ‘‘essential
facts” set forth by the GAQ |

| study are:

e “‘The North Vietnamese j
army invaded Cambodia in|
March of 1970.” |

® “The largest single |
source of refugees within

 Cambodia are those who are
|fleeing from Communist-

, |
Conspiracy on | E ]

S E | tivity and air strikes. ) '
Cambodia Toll e b T

| cent of the refugees left their [
| homes because of combat ac- |

| mated that about 140,000 ref-
‘ugees were living in Phnom
Penh as of September and
about 70,000 were living in
provincial capitals.



