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The Cambodian govern-
ment has squashed an at-
tempt by opposition politi-
cians to recpen the Na-
tional Assembly, restore its
legisiative authority and
put an end to Cabinet rul-
ing by decree. _

The official news agency
reported yesterday that the
Lon Nel government threw
out a clause in the new con-
stitution, now being drafted,
which would have revi
ihe two-chamber assembly,

The government took over
the assembly’s powers last
October and effectively dis-
missed the elected body by
refusing to let it sit on after
he explrat on of itz five-vear
rm of office.

Cambodia is therefore Jike-

ly to continue without a par-
liament because there is
widespread agreement here
on the impossibility of hold-
ing fresh general elections in
the war-torn countryside now
partly under Communist oc-

cupation. &




