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Premdent Nixzon’s pmotxce, as it
ident Johnson's; to attach to
" offerings conditions ac-
e only 10 a defeated foe.

Nixon’s current condition is
y cynical since it involves use
prisoners of war as pawns, War
S, as Mr. Nxxm well: knows, are

istqver. The North Vietnamese can
cely. be expected to.be more gen-
epguas to men who have: laid waste
thgir land and slaughtemd ‘thousands
ofitheir people in the mame of our
V"mtlonal interest.” -
“ fThe certain way to obtain prisoner
is to stop waging war, Through
innumerable pnvate channels to
oi, Mr. Nixon can readﬂy obtain
&e commitments for release he says
p demands, in return for his agree-
#ent to get out of Vietnam,

He does not do this because for him

he needs for keepin troops there
efinitely to prevent the toppling of
¢ imposed Thieu regime. ‘Thus, while
jacking Hanoi for. its “\bqnhanc” re-
dpeal to free war prisoners, he is him-
£ prolonging the conditions for their

Lobntmued incarceration,
In the light of histori¢ fact, his re-
isal to withdraw all troops on the
ther ground that he wants to bring
ermanent peace in Asia is equally in-

. nsultmg, to the intelligence..
4t He pretends to have inherited the
ar situation de novo. In' faot, the
jolitical goals of 'this' war were pre-
Risely defined by the Eisenhower-Nixon
‘A .“ istration in - 1954 ‘when it in-

: and the South barred from ex-
g seif-determination because of

minhe!wxse -certain - election of a
C -led government. When the

g’ prisoners provide’ the rationaliza- .
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ifora smgle all-Vistnam regime, Wash-
imgton deliberately and unilaterally
“proceeded to enforce partition and fm-
“position of a regime on the South—
vxolaatlng its' pledge at Gemeva ‘and
ignoring its UN. Charter’ corimmt-
ments.

Aftter seventeen years of contim
bloody: effonts to ocompel Vietnas
accepbance of partition and um
regimes in 'Saigon, Mr. Nxxon
sﬁgks of mamtammg U.S. air md
naval power and support
give Saigon time to prepare m
itself. Behind the rhetoric_about wind-
ing down the war, he is-still plainly
committed to the political goalS’ of
1954, o2

Since the bulk of Vletnam s vik
—South and North—were solidly . ids
(:mﬂned with Ho Chi Minh’s Govemment

these goals could be realized onlysby
a war of ruthless destruction and,gx-
tenmination. Nixon's plan, plamly, i
volves continuation, from the aig,
that same ruthless process,

His objective of “permanent p
in Asia can mean only that of:
extemninat:ion of a @sisbant PO
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