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Comments on the War.in Indochina. .

To the Editor: [

. Repgardless of its succéss or failure,
_the presént Laotian incursion by the
“South Vietnamese army, with Ameri-
can' logistical and. air ‘support, may
“quite conceivably resilt in an earlier

_end of our involvement in the Viet-

_ndm’war. Since this is ‘a Teal possibil-
. ity, it appears to me that the renewed

campaign by soine’ of ‘the “end-the-

A1 ontend dhat if the présent Laoti
‘cgmpaign’ sticeeeds dn cuitifg off th
"Nprth - Viethanese - supplies - coming
-gver thie He Chi Mink Trail, the e¥odus
4 s Tom South Vietnam will
Be! accelerdted, “beecause: the 'North
Vigtndmese would thén' be léss likely
to' be'a thirédt ‘to ouf rémaifing
tréops as eath ' Amefican ‘contingent
sails for home. o
*'On the ofher hand, - if ithe ‘South

"Vietnamese ‘troops suffer a seérious dé-
feat in Laos, the doom of the Viethami- .
zation program’will have béen sounded. -

We would thén havé no alternativé—

with the Americari public weary over

‘the length and cost of the Vietnam

“Yar—to atccelerating the rate of with-

drdwal -of all ‘our forces from South
Vietdam as ‘rapidly as théir safety
woould allow. This ‘coutitry, undeér suth
circumstances, ‘would be forc¢ed to'wipe
the sfate ‘clean in: Viétnam, regardless
of future consequences:in Sdoutheast
-Asia, or-elsewhere in: the world. . .

Why should not theactive: dissent-
ers to pur ypolicy refrain from . their
present attempt to hasten ithe future?
Their past- efforts .have already .in-

fluericed our: Government to - under-

take'a retreat from our. international
_gesponsibilities.. - Is- it not. time - to

support our- . Gavernment's - policy, :
which appears to me to be a sincere
effort to comply with the current

mood of the American people? -

ERNEST T.. CLOUGH
Marblehead, Mass., Feb,.25, 1871

does . not _include 'those .members ‘of
chopper and plane Grews who.lie dead,
wounded ' or " missing on. Laotian
“ground”; they aren’t being “used”

any longer. . ... P C. JESSUP

T York, Feb. 24, 1971
The writer. was.Judge of the Interna-
tional Court. of .Justice,. 1961-70. ..

To the Editor: - .. -~

Evidently - President Nixon is-going
to beatformer President:-Johnson-at ;
his own game; enlarging the -war, The
President, it-is to he-hoped; is aware

of the prizes such a game can accrue,

the least of which is a:guarantee of

just one term in the WhiteHouse..
As* for Vietnamization, nonsense:
©oae ot G KERSHAW . GREEN
© ~Westfield, N.-J., Feb. 23, 1971
. .

To"the Editor:- : BT

""Dr, Leo:D. Klauber's letter. (Feb. 22)
regarding: a ‘potential future threat of
excessive Pentagon power with an all-.
volunteer army is at adds with Amer-
ican history.” During -the . péacetime

.| Claude Johner

years offﬁhé,ZO‘s” ’and~,30’*s (and be-

fore World War 'T) the War Depart- .

ment. did in fact have an all-volunteer
army at. its command. .Conscription .is
not.an American tradition, but.a to-
talitarian one. - - .

¢

. What is wrong now is.a real. jm-
balance between-the executive . (Presi-
dent, State Department, Defense- De-
partment and ‘C.LA.) and the legisla-
tive (House.and Senate) . branches. of
government. Constitutionally the legis-
lative; branch is responsible for mope-
tarily preventing the -executive :branch

from exceeding- its one-third- portion
(witly the judicial) .of power. The legis-
lative is' belatedly recognizing its. re-
sponsibility-and beginning. to question
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the Péntagon -hard. before appropriat-
ing monies for it.. . . . ..
In fact, Dr. Klauber has _the picture

 reversed. -If ‘the Defénse -Department
-had been required by Congress ‘to-call
~up-the career Reserve§~ by the thou-
sands for the Vietnam conflict, chances
~are that-public clamor would have had
= us-out of.there long ago..Draft calls
~to fill -the: jungles of: Indachina with
. unskilled American: boys residted: in
“virtually. limitless 'Pentagon: power .to
- produce the ongest ‘war:in our. history.
T i WikiiAm. C. Boun
.. - :New.York, Feb. 22,:1971
-To"the Editor: "~ ~ « o - e
Thé invasion of Laos brings to light
‘once qmore the . unrelenting question:
‘How far is the U.S; -already involved?
* - It-Is consistently répeated by Amer-
‘-icarf ‘spokesmen in Washington® and
“Paris, that in the spirit of the Geneva -
agreements, thé United States has had
'no ground- troops in’ Laos, ‘whether -
as part.of this latest invagion eér at .
any other time. Anyone who has lived |
in -1aos. in the last five .years can
.tell- youthat the presence .of- U.S.
troops-in Laos is:a topic people there -
‘talk and chuekle about. freely, .. -

a5

+.1 lived-in ‘Laos from- 1964 to- 1967

"as a:tivilian rural-development worker
with International Voluntary Services.
'As'::early as 1966 - Americari - fighting



many of ‘them' CLA. personnel—were
stationed:.in, different parts of Laos:
Others “moved back - and: forth - from
Thailand and ‘Seuth .Vietnam into Laos
on short reconnaissance and. search-
and-destroy. missions: . - -

< This fagt ds confirmed- not only by
staternents: of Pathet:Lizo: lgadegs, but

also by Americans whe took- part in.

these -operations.  Testimony given re-

cently at the Winter Soldier Investiga- -

tion in Detroit by former Vietnam and
Laos .veterans  provides further . evi-
dence against. the myth that the United
States: is net v1olatmg» the Geneva ac-
cords. in-Laos. ¢ .- . o

. How ~much: ‘longer - can Amencans
goon swallowing the fiction of ‘the
White House and Pentagon about U.S.

operations in-Laos? .© - - Louls WoLF
Philadelphia, Feb. 20, 1971
®

To the Edltor
Now’ we hear [from President Thleu]
that the Laotian incursion is'a suc-
cess because the five northefn’ prov-
incés of South ‘Vietriam have'not been
occupied by the enemy (news “story
Feb, 23). Consider ‘the similarity of
this “‘reasonifig to. the -storﬁ about the
man who travels.over the hills:of New
England -ringing a bell: His purpose,
so he says, is ‘to ‘keep -the"elephants
away. When someone-—seeing. the ab-
surdity of. this argument--points out
that there.are no elephants in New
England, the man with the bell beams.

“Pretty effective method, isn't it?”

CHARLES SHELDON
Amherst Mass Feb 23 1971
. - «‘ e . “2’.
To the Editor:

In vyeufoeb 13 news TEpOIt on thé
application”.’ ‘of* Cornelius. * - McNeil
Coopér Jr. for Honorable :discharge
frofn: the: United :States - Army,” you

quote him ‘as saying; “.". . my moral
convictions are entu'ely ‘inconsistent

with the duties I am called to per-.

form .. .” and that “service in .the
armed forces is an immoral action.”

United Press Infernational

1 wonder if Mr, Cooper’s sense of
morahty is developed to the point
where he realizes that e is guilty’ of
an immoral act in receiving free of
charge from the Umted States Gov-
ernment a four-yedr cbllege educatmn
under false pretenses L

The Government provides educatmn
3t West Point {0 a selected .group, of
men for. the purppse of training future
officers’ of the “United. States Army.
Since’ Mr Coopeér now sdys he cannot
serve asan officer, the least, he can do
is to reimbnise’ the' Government for
the cost of his edueatlon - perhaps
$15 000 ‘of $20, 000,

Actually, 1t seems that the Govem-
ment has every nght both moralIy

and legally, to take steps to recover
the cost of ‘Mr.‘Cooper’s:four years at

_ West Eom; Will this be done? . .
: RAY.M, HERRICK
,Morustown N 3 Eeb‘" 14,71971

_.To the Ec)itqr :

‘Harlan G, Haskell 3d’s 1e’tter (Feb
17) states, “It’s up 10 a,ll en;eans
Yo stop, t‘r}is slow ‘war of. hufni Jity and
. disgust angd get the sho oy fh 0d

‘and, do ste real bombmg H

: - logicalirtg Mr
at mor ofs our, bq;;s. will -
3 n.alive and well if w bring
.home now instead . pf ;Tisking " th
lives” by further. perpet tmg -our; par-
- ticipation in “the. war .g}'.-_wouId he
rather see the American death 'toll
. skyrocket .during his. suggested inva-
son ‘of ] North Vletna.m
. -RoBERT M. 'WHELAN
Westbury,L L, ’Feb 18, 1971
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To the detor, R ) »

- Your. angry Feb. 21 edl.torxal A
Wider War,” and Tom Wicker’$*tirade,
“A Slaughter of, Innocents,” of;, the
_same date present formx(;able practxcal
~"and moral arguments, agamst tha in-
cursion into Laps., .

- -However, : the‘ -same /iss) The
.Txmes Teports that Soviet naval vessels
now move freely throughout the Carib-
bean, as they do in. the Medlterranean

and elsewhere If Asia, Europe, Africa
and Latin America  the, Cdmmumsts
and their allies apply any and all
means to subvert legitimgte govern-
ments dnd bring about the rule ‘of
Commumsm——-all of which se'em§ to
perturb you very httle : :

If the United States is_ to be  held
morally accountable for “its every
action, while the Comimmfsts Are not
subjected to a similar strptiny, T fail
to’ se¢ how our rfatxon is to survive,

R. Ay s'rm WALKER,

New York, Feb 21 1971
To the Edltor :
" Few will disagree ’Wlth Presndent
Nixon's hope that: soon we may :enter
upen a_generation of peace,.

- Many, alas; will; reflect .with, sormw
that we .would now -be some twenty
years -into -a -generation- of -peace. but
for the miscalculations: of . four: suc-
cessive Presidents, the abnegation of
responsibility ;by-. Congress after Con-
gress-and: the.lack: of civic. awareness
by the:American people as a whole:

There is-guilt enough for all.. Let no
man- point::the finger- of acousaatxon
lest 'he point to himseif.: -~ .

P

But one can ﬁope to learn thioligh
adversity. One may hiope that wé have
learned 1ot” J&St the “futility. ‘bt the
immorality’ and injustiee of trying to
bend little,-far-off nations 10 ‘ous will,
at such fngixtful cost to them hhd to
us. i - i

©One may hope, above all; tﬁat ff we
have such a view, we will act quickly

,Jlow to leave Southeast Asia, serene

M- the knuwlegge that there is no
N greater courage than: the courage to

“admit 4 mistake, and that “he that

ruleth his spirit lis. behter] than he

. that taketh 2 aty e

'1‘0 the detor T e
CIE U S, cenilitdry adventures ‘in
Southeast Asia have any. justification,
" why - doesn’t  President. - Nixon: use
American troops where the action is?
The current climate of opinion in: the
U. S, ifi which'we cry out .at American
casualtxes -while . shrugging ~off: ‘the
tnurder- of ' then, -women ‘and chitdren
by .American ~bombers. ‘and:-guhships,
saysinuch* a;bowt our natmnar char-
acter,

. ANe like to intimidate; but would
rather: pay:.someoné  else-to. take - the .
bruises. " Vietnamization “has: -bécome
the rationalization .for American: dis-
Honor:: Its architect latks' the courage
to shoulder sthe political and military
msks of his arroganr mterventi’omsm.

T T SR JOHN/
’New York FebJS 1971
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