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An Old Scenarto in Cambodla

Hlstury is: repeatmg itself in- Southeast Asia. The in-
§1d10us insertion of ‘American military power into -Cam-
bodia in supgort of a faltermg regime omlnously paral-

éls the .events of early 1965 which entrapped the United
5 ‘tates in a major war in’ neighboring Vietnam,

Faced with polmcal mstabihty in Salgon and a de-
terioratmg_»military situation ‘in the’ South Vietnamese

red . air strikes against - Commumst supply
in: L'a0s. Senator Wayne Morse wamed ‘that we
were ‘heading: towarda “massive war,” but Rxchard M.
Nixon,. then a private. citizen, said the United States
would be “thrown out” of Vietnam if it did not chahge

the United ‘States Government in January

its stratégy. He called for the use of Air Forte and "

Navy‘planes to. mterdrct Commumst supply: routes-and

“destroy military - stagmg areas in both Laos -and Noﬂ:h
Vletnam .

"On’ Feb. 7 Amencan camer-based anrcraft‘ bombed
and strafed a Vietcong base in North Vietham:" The

White House said; the, aftack was a lxmxted one i fetilia-” ?

tion for a raid on Pleiku, an American’ hehcopter
in: South Vietnam, and that the United’ States

seek “a wider war.” Three days: later Mr. Nixon d lamdl
the_air strike an madequate response-and cafled for’ |

“day and inght" bombing of Commumst supply ‘routes

The bombing of .the North was intenisified and Tater
that month it ‘was disclosed that United States:jet lanes
and hehcopters were giving direct fire support’

:South

Vletnamese ground’ forces, Mr. Nixon: +on..Feh. 25, pro-

posed that “we use our naval and air. power

of atomic weapons . . . to cut off all, supphes from

North- Vletnam to South Vretnam »

- .0n March 8, the first. Anwncan combat troops 3 ,500

ases The United: Statés Ambas:;ador in Saigon

aéan pohcy In a speech on April 2, Richard M. Nixon

offered his support for, Presndent Johnsons pohctes in. .

’Vxetnam

& Durmg the followmg two months, the Mannes ‘were
remforced and_ were ‘Teported in' a number of actions
a‘gainst Communxst forces. The State - Department con-
.ceded on.June 8 that the President had authorized the
Amerxcan commander in Vxetnam to -commit. his troops
"ﬁ) direct combat. But the White House qmckly asserted:

'There has been no charge in ‘the mission of Umted» \

States ground combat units in Vietnam.” - .

blic is recexvmg today about ‘Cambodia. But ‘the ele-
ents of the 1965 escalatxon in South Vietnam are all
1 ere—the detenoratmg Tocal situation, the sharp in-
#rease in American air activity, and  the begmmngs

ersonnel” and- mlhtary eqmpment delivery teams.” -

- Has the thte House leamed nothlng from the: traglc‘

expenence that grew out of President Lyndon B. John-
son’s rash decisions and private citizen Richard M

eg{ ‘landed at Danang. The Defense Department
amission was limited to.,defendmg United. :

d thére had been no “fundamental ‘change” in Amer-

" That is’ the kind of bland assurance the Amencan:

'v‘f a wider commitment of ground.forces under such:
{fleceptive labels as ‘“airborne coordinators,”. “logtstlcs B

Nxxons bad advice ;ust six short * yepys aso')z [T

o
.



