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bodia all the military aid he
can wrangle out of Con-
gress.. He.will also support
the South Vietnamese|
forces that continue to fight
‘n- Cambodia. But he has em-
phasized to subordinates: “We
have no intentions of going
back.”
- Lesson No. 2 — Never again|
will the President. commit
American armed forces without
taking congressional leaders
Into hig confidence. His failure
to consult Capitol Hill has creat-
ed the worst constitutional crisis
since the congressional rebellion
against President Woodrow Wil-
son after World War 1.
The Nixon Administration
will continue, of course, to pre-
sent .the ' Cambedian operation
as a glorious success. But in the
deepest of privacy, some top of-
ficials are calling it Richard
Nixon's Bay of Pigs. They refer|
not to the military results so
much as the political repercus-
sions. ‘
 Congressional Crisis

* The Cambodian decision not
only whipped up passions to 3
dangerous pitch across the|
country but caused a confronta-
tion between the President and
Congress. ‘
-Congressional leaders were

nsulted, Nixon has said

not con

p r i vately,
for fear of
a  security
Breac%%?i £
advance in-
f o r'mation
had " leaked
oudt,. . it
Wwould have
je o-parden-
ized the en- ..
tire Cambo-
dian opera-
tion.

Nixon to Avoid
New 'Cambodia’

WASHINGTON — The lessons of Cambodia, now
that U.S. troops are back on the Vietnam side of the
border, are being reviewed at the highest levels. Out
of this agonizing analysis has already come two conchy~
sions: Lesson No. 1—President Nixon will send Cams

As it turned out, gecurity
leaks reached the enemy in
time for them to escape. They
1did-not-get-enough—-advance no-
tice, however, to boohy-trap the
supplies they left behind except
for one cache. :

President Nizon tried to ex-
plain to Republican leaders at a
secret White House meeting on
June 9 why he had not confided
in them. - :

|Senate before going in,” he
said, ““we would have had 2,000
dead at léast. .Smece the begu;—z
ning of the Republic; an Ameri-
can President has had the duty
to protect his troops. I'd rather
:|save the lives of 2,000 soldiersi

in Cambedia than save the feel-
ings of some people.”
. ‘The President went on te
assure -his party leaders that
“‘we don’t intend to get into a
war anywhere without consult-
ing the Congress.” i
- —Unleashing Saigon— 2
_He added, however, that the,
U.S. would not restrain ’ch;éI
South Vietnamese from making
forays across the border. “Wa
can’t tie the South Viemamg,sm
with 40,000 enemy rambhngl,
around in Cambodia.” »
He also said the U.S. will
assist any other: Asian nation,
which goes fo the aid of Camy;,
bodia. “If other Asians want to;
help them,” he’ asked rhetoricafl
ly, “isn’t it our purpose really:
to help others to help thexg
selves?”’ ok
It the President failed t‘;
consult Congress about Cambod-
ia, he also paid [itfle attention
fo his own detision-making,
machinery. The inside story is.
beginning to leak out. S

“Had we consulted with the %

Contrary to popular belief;:
for example, Nixon was not

pushed into Cambodia by his,

generals.--Their-“opinions—wert—

solicited and considered. What"
ever . pressure they. -exerted;.
however, had little effect on the
eventual outcome. P

The dramatic decision to
strike across the Cambodian-
border began to take shape on-
the morning of Tuesday, Apri]

Henry Kissinger, the’ Pregi~
dent’s “security . adviser; and:
Ceniral Intelligence Director Ri-
¢hard " Helms. ca]Ig'ydfypi}p ttlﬁg‘.

President. They reported the
North~ Viefriamese ‘werggetting
up- highway. and - cemmunicas’
tions networks ' with, the appar-
ent aim of ‘thwarting the Viet.
namization process and prolong-
ing-the war.

‘mac on the presidential yacht

on Sunday and Monday,

At the Pentagon, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff were also analyz-
ing the new situation. An “acs.
jtion officer”” produced a “flim+.
sy or first draft of the pesition
the Joint Chiefs should . take
This was gromnd through their-
pondrous bureaueratic machime,
which produced a bufi-c 5
Paper giving a revised pasition, ,

JCS Green Paper

version gave the Joint Chiefs’..

Cambodian Tecomrmmendation:
qubs away. This went direct] u
to' the ite House with

[passing across Secretary of De-'!
fense Mel Laird’s desk, thereby:
ruffling Laird’s fur, : Iz

At the. White House, the;:

|President. convened the National .

Security Coumcil, which met ~
three. times during that crucial*’
last week in April The Joint;;
Chiefs were represented hy Ad-

miral’ Thomaespr Moorer, who.
wasn’t supposed to take over as'”

|chairman until July 1. But his

predecessor, Gen. Earie Wheel-y
er, was ill, . -
However, Nixon paid-scant
atteritiorf: {o. auy of hesa presti-
gious " advisers.” His decision 1o
enter, Cambodia was req in

‘a - solitude -‘breached by:
trusted aide Hemry Ki inger

and Atty. Gen. John Mitehell.

The NSC was used largely
as a sounding board. The “op-<
tion papers” were prepared by -
the Washington Special Aetion ;
Group-the NSC's execntive -
arm headed by Kissinger,

On Friday, April 24, ‘Nixon 5
retired to the presidential re- -
treat at Camp David, Md., to
pore over his options. By Satur-
lay, he was back in Washing
‘on, where he cruised the Poto- -

Tt
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Sequoia. Aboard were Kissin-
ger, Mitchell, and the Ptesi-
dent’s close friend, Bebe Rebo-
20. o e

+

There were more meetings .

telephone conversations™ with

Kissingér, Laird, Wheeler, -and -
Secretary of State Bill Rogers. - .
The decision' came Tuesday, -
April 28, exactly onie week after
Kissinger and Helms had -
brought the first report.




