MANKIEWICZ AND BRADEN

President Can Say!
Generals Failed :

1 WASHINGTON—President Nixon is bellmg' us
today that we are out of Cambodia and that
the operation was an enormous success. He is

i wrong on both counts, but it is exactly what

*» Lyndon Johnson would have told us, and it gfill
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remains t be seen whether this war will number another Presi-

dent among its casualties. It is perhaps not fair to say that Mr.
Nixon has been Johnsonized, though ever since the’ Cambodian

operation bégan he has sounded
more and more like his prede-
cessor. It would be fairer to say
that both men were caught in a
situation where they had to
shade the truth in order to
seem to be strong, and neither
was strong enough to resist
temptation.
It is, for example, not true
that we are out of Cambodia —

Cambodia the Communists ac-
tually control more of the Cam-
bodian countryside — including
the ‘“‘sanctuaries” themselves —
than they bothered to confrol
before.

He knows that the Cambodi-
ans, whose villages we Hive
had to burn and whose civilians
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as Mr. Nixon promised on May
8 we would be. But last week
the Pentagon admitted that our
Air Force is very much in Cam-
bodia, each “surgical strike” on
a village turning Cambodian
neutrality into hatred of Ameri-
ca.

It is ‘also not true that our

air and logistic support for the
South. Vietnamese will come
out, as Mr, Nixon also promised
on May 8 that it would.
. “That was a silly sugges-
tion from silly people,” Vice
President Ky has said. He in-
tends to stay.

But these are trivial shad-
ings of the truth, and the Pres-
ident is- forced into them be-
cause he dare not or cannot
bring himself to admit publicly
that the Thieu-Ky government,
totally paid for by the American
taxpayer, is not totally responsi-
ble to the American President.

- More significant is the shad-
.ing of the truth about a military
victory in Cambodia. A

_ The President points to. the
supplies ‘we have captured, to
the enemy strongholds we have
overrun. There may even be
talk about enemy casualties,
though this is becoming less
fashionable as more and more

" 6f his countrymen realize the
truth of the soldier’s plaint,
“You can’t tell the Gooks from
Charlie.” And with over 300
Americans dead in Cambodia, it
might be wise to wait before
talking of “‘reducing casual-
ties.”

But surely Mr. Nixon, hlmself
a veteran of World War IJ,
knows the other side of the sto-
ry, that since we went into

Mr. Nixon knows that a§.a
result of the operation the: Sou}h
Vietnamese are weaker- in the
own country than they were' beﬁ
fore.

Yet he says it was a mlli-
tary victory because he has to.
Having doné that, “and doubting
as he must the truth of his own
words, he must now at “last
cross that Rubicon which Lyn-

we have killed, are no longer —
lhes.———

don Johnson never had to fate,
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For as his predecessot
could not, Mr. Nixon may fow

say ‘that we have done every- .

thing the generals have asked.
Under John Kennedy, - we

tried massive economic aid and

thousands of “advisers)’;

we

tried “strategic hamlets” and‘

counterinsurgency. .

Under Mr. Johnson, we
tried bombing of military
gets and of cities. We renged
Asian armies, we gave the gen-
erals half a million men for

“search and destroy” missions.

We “‘pacified,” we {won ¢he
hearts and. mmds of the pgo-
ple,” we wrote a constifytjon
and installed a govemment apd
we kept it in power. i

And now, yielding again"to

the brass, we have invaded the

Cambodian’ sanctuaries, No

has worked; communism-~
stronger throughout Indoclnpa
than when we began. The ;  Presi-

dent’s time is now running, As -
Lyndon Johnson’s time began to

run in 1966.

“I hope never again to take ‘

a job with an administratfbn
trying to end an unpopuer
war,” one. of the ‘Presideiit’s

aides remarked ruefully the oth-
er day. -Mr. Nixon does not
have the same option, .
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