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Information reaching New
York from sources close to
Communist leaders in Asia sug-
gests that the United States
move into Cambodia has trans-
formed the Indochina situation
more radically than originally
estimated. This evaluation is be-

ington. .

United States specialists there
say the evalution conforms in
many respects to other infor-
mation becoming available con-
cerning China and its role in
Southeast Asia.

‘Wholly New Ball Game’

The key to the changed as-
pect in Indochina was said to
be agreement by North Viet-
nam, the Vietcong, Prince Noro-
dom Sihanouk and the Commu-
nist Pathet Lao organization in
Laos on an all-for-one and one-
for-all arrangement to which

|China has pledged full support.

Those who have had a first-
hand opportunity to assess the
situation in Peking and Hanoi

describe it “as a wholly new
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ball game.” What faces the
United States now in South-
east Asia, they believe, is pro-
tracted war with virtually no
possibility of arriving at a set-
tlement in Vietnam unless there
is a settlement covering  Laos
and Cambodia at, the sametime.

In fact, some 'who are ‘close
to Peking’s thinking evén sug-
gest that the settlement would
have to cover “all of Southeast
Asia, including Thailand.”

It is conceded by United
States specialists that  the
sweeping description of changes
in Hanoi’s attitudes as well as
in those of the: others ‘in the
new Indochina- association
may be offered for bargaining
purposes. But those who thave
been. following Peking's | atti-
tudes with the greatest care be-
lieve that it has arrived at an
entirely new posture since the
opening of the Cambodign
phase of the war.. . : :

Peking is said to have made
it clear that the Indochinese
people have its full backing.

and materials but for specialists
and experts if needed, and for
“volunteers” if requested. It
does not mean a joint military
command, it was said, byt it
does mean common strategy,
military and diplomatic.

What China, North Vietnam
and their associates now fore-
see, it was said, is a protracted
war. According to this view,
they see no possibility that a
diplomatic move by Washing-
ton, even if couched in the
most generous terms, would
provide an answering response
from Hanoi—except in the un-
likély - event that the United
States was prepared to negoti-
ate complete withdrawal from
Southeast Asia. ;

Prior to the United States
entry into Cambodia, it was
said, it was possible to envisage
a settlement embraci only
North. Vietnam and Soi#h Viet-

A it bodid any Laos
ably
ng in their theoretically
neutral status. Now, it was said,
there is no question of such an
approach.
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