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A Weekend in May

‘By Nicholaa Von Hoffman
Washington '

O WHAT'STO SAY? Nothing.
" Friday night, Mr. Nixon had a press con-
ference: Outside the White House fence number-
less praymg, moaning, writhing people, ‘holding
. candles up in the darkness of the late spring night.
" Inside the grounds, Pat Moynihan strolling' with
. ms head cocked back, succulating on an arrogant

cigar.

Even before the con-
ference began, the
newspeople’s morale
was low. It is a gullible .
profession; more than .
most Americans,it
wants to believe, but
the events of the past
days had broken even.
that strong faith. The
next hour of presiden-
tial bullbleep would de-
stroy the White House
news conference as a -
useful or reliable

~ ) . means for mass com-
* Nicholas Von Hoffman  munication.

' Hundreds of people
are packed into a room, only a.fraction of whom
will be recognized for a question. Some of the

. ablest men, the ones who know, are passed over in
. favor of Administration shills. And, when rarely
the answer can be evaswe, mlsleadmg or dis-
_honest because you're not allowed a sec

“ond question. It’s one to the favored customer, and

" even if you get lucky and are called on-and you get

" one of those double-talky answers, you can’t get

“ the floor again to say, “Mr. President, you didn’t

* answer the question.”
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X \/TTH HALF A NATION screaming that a flotil-

la of tugs should be sent to sea to rope the
Whlte House and drag it back to the continental
shelf Mr. Nixon and his people still think
‘all they have on their hands is a propaganda prob-
lem “Communications” is what they call it.

" As a result, nobody is.safe. Even the tramps
sleepmg sweetly in the parks are.in immediate
danger of being rousted by a-Wihite House aide and
~i5ked to give an opinion. In times past, they’d grab

s‘t [dents, cut their hair, bathe them, powder them

h DDT and rush them into the throne room for
a royal seance, but now the President himself is
. out in the early dawn — his best hour for public
appearances -— .unzipping sleeping bags to con-

. front young people who look back at him with in- -

credulous, partially unstuck eyes.

- If Mr. Nixon and his buddies are leammg any-
- thing, you can't tell it from their official acts, but
- ‘everybody else is learning a lotabout Mr. leon
- and the fellow travelers in his adminstration. Al-
.ready, a school of thought has arisen w}uch holds
we are better off when we were ignorant.
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Q NE OF THE VICTIMS of operation Total Talk

" is Todd Everett, a young Washington elemen-
- tary school teacher, who graduated from Yale last
- year. He and three others found themselves late
< Saturday afternoon in deep conversation with
. James Farmer, Assistant Secretary of the Depart-
- ment of Health Education and Welfare. Almost
nnmedlately after the hour-long meeting was over,
Todd in a state of gloom gave this report:

- “We talked to him about how bad education
‘was in the district and how his program wasn’t
reaching anybody. Farmer responded that he knew
things were that way, but what can you do? He
* gradually admitted that thlngs were pretty dismal,

but he said he didn’tsit in in Cabinet-level meet-

' ings . ... he said he was afraid to speak out be-

- cause he would lose his effectiveness. He told us he
went to Nixon and threatened to quit if Mississippi
Headstart didn’t get its money but that he couldn’t
* do this very often.

“He was dispirited because there are good
people in HEW who are leaving, and he said, once A
that happens, there will be no one to respond .o
we walked out of his office and said to ourselves,
‘my God! there isno way that things are gomg to
change O : -
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T HE GREAT DEMONSTRATION around the

White House reflected the same spirit of futili-
"ty. In the past, people at demonstrations were al-
ways coming up to you asking, “Do you think it'll
~do any good?” on Saturday, you never heard the
queshon ‘

The other plus coming out of last weekend
“was that people have built up an immunity to the
..snow_job. A couple of years ago, if LBJ had done
“what Mr. Nixon did last weekend, he would have
won himself six months more grace to bomb the
_“bejabbers out of Vietnam and six more months of
" ‘American casualties, but the last few days show
“ that'fewer and fewer people can be: horsebleeped
‘ and bullbleeped into saying, “gwe 'em another

i chance ”
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