Signs of a Student Shift
To Real Polltlcal Action

By James Reston
New York Ttmes

Wa,shmgton

The British Secret Serv-

iice has an old rule: “Never

: complain,’ n eve r explam,‘

never apologize.”

That roughly was the line
President Nixon took in his
latest press eonference: He
invaded Cambodia to achieve
all the goals the students

want, he said, almost asif he
had done them a favor. They
didn’t understand, of course,
but he would be generous
about it, Father forgive
them, for they know not what
they do.

Well, it wasabrave and
even brassy performance. He
would give up.Cambodia, but
not the.vice president or‘even
Walter Hickel. He retreated,

shaking: hls head atthe.

young and shakmg his fist at

the Communists. He knew’

what the reaction would be,
and he took full responsibil—
ity for the invasion, even
though he’d never do it
again. So the mystery and
the mlsunderstandmg Te-
main.

Inthis situation, the main

K hope of speeding up the end
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of thewar obviously lies in
political action. Jf the tumult
of the last few days has not
convinced the President that
he misjudged the temper of
the country, it is a fair con-
clusion that he will react
only to effective organization
for peace inthe November
congressmnal é‘lectlons

It has been a long time
coming, but the university | n
students are finally begin-
ning to understand the differ-

wence” between political dem-

‘onstrations and political or-
gamzatmn Demonstrating
witheut organizing is like
kissing the girl and running
for home — a pleasant expe-
rience with no Iastmg conse—
quences.

But now there are some
signs — a few, not many —
that the universities and
their young polifical activists
are taking amore realistic
view of the practical problem
of politics. Princeton Univer-
sity is going to shut down
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next fall just before the elec-
tions to let students work for
the candidates of their
¢hoice.

OTHER

. -James MacGregor - Burns,
the historian, is urging the
same Dpolitical vacation at
Williams College, and other
colleges and universities will
undoubtedly follow.

What this really means, of
course, is that thousands of
students will be working for
the peace candidates in both
parties. Ifit is carefully or-
ganized, it can be a powerful

new political intrument, asit
was for SenatorEugene
MecCarthy in the New Hamp-
shire primary of 1968. If it is
a clumsy or violent move-
ment, it could look like
a purge and turn the major-
ity of the voters against the
students and their candi-
dates.

But anyway, it will bring
the talents and energies of
many students into the nor-
mal democratic process —a
good thing in itself — and it
will certainly command the
attention and maybe even
the respect of the President

‘and his supporters and oppo-

nents, all of whom, for some

vmystermus reason; want to

remain in power.

PRECEDENT

The idea of letting the stu-
dents skip class for acouple
nE
help the old - folks with the
chores is not without prece-
dent in America, As Profes-
sor Burns points out, students
used to be let out of school in
America to harvest the crops
every fall, se. why not let
them our to harvestvotes?

The. reaction of politicans
here ‘to this idea of a new
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weeks in, the autumn to-
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Students and Political Action
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army of political volunteers
in the last days of the con-
gressional elections is very
interesting. : ‘

Student speeches and even
student demonstrations may
leave them cold, but a stu-
dent lobby, carefully organ-
ized and well led is some-
thing new, and nothing

shakes a politican more than ;

any new political instrument
in his district during the crit-
ical days before the vote.

Modesty is not the out-
standing characteristic of
this generation of university
students, but in a funny way,

‘they have underesfimated

their political power in the
last two or three years.

Many of them have been
operating outside the demo-
cratic system and establish-
ment, asserting it was toe
strong, and many meore of
them have been defying the!
“silent majority,” thinking it
was weak.

But lately at least some of:
them: have come to realize

from the outside.

that the political system is’

not strong but weak and that
it may be easier to change
things by working inside the
system than by defying it

Whether they are experi-

-enced engagh toorganize
-effectively™is another ques-

tion. For the moment they

‘are essentiallya middle

class ‘and upper middleclass

movement, a privileged
class. arguing for the disen-

dleged. But whether they

‘| succeed ‘or not, at least they

.are’ moving, ever so slowly
from political demonstrations
‘to political organization and
this. may be in the end the
really important consequence
of the President’s invasion of
waugwe&.m,. :

franchised and the underpriv- |




