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The Low Opinion
Of U.S. Credibility

CREDIBILITY of the U.S. has sunk so
low that millions of Americans no
longer trust the official statements about
events in Southeast Asia. This column has
been deluged with inquiries, for example,
pleading for the truth about Cambodia.

Many Americans apparently suspect.

that the U.S. secretly engineered the over-

hanouk™ and precipitated the Cambodian
crisis. . This column has carefully investi-
gated the backstage activities and can
state categorically that the U.S. played no
part in Sihanouk’s ouster.

President Nixon not only hoped to keep
Cambodia neutral but was pleased to deal
with Sihanouk. At the time of his downfall,
ironically, he was appealing to Moscow
and Peking to bring pressure on Hanoi to
pull North Vietnamese troops out 6f Cam-
bodia.
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HIS MOTHER, Queen ‘Sisowath Kosso-
mak, at first hailed the anti-
Communist demonstrations in Cambodia.
Not until her son reached her from Peking
to warn that the demonstrations had gone
too far did she reverse herself.

Then she played a backstage role in
precipitating the showdown in the Nation-
al Assembly. In secret meetings with
Cambodian leaders, the Queen Mother ex-
pressed her displeasure over the demon-
strations, accused those who opposed her
son of treason, and called for a vote of
confidence in Sihanouk.

The Assembly, instead, voted Sihanouk
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- out of power. Thf new leaders strived at

first to maintain’. Cambodian neutrality
and even delivered two protests to the
U.S. Embassy over American shelling and
helicopter incursions across the border.,

At this time, there were only 11 people
on the Embassy staff. No other U.S. offi-

_ cials, CIA agents or special forces were

throw of left-leaning Prince Norodom Si-‘*-'_"_tp:esent,in Cambodia. The Embassy staff

has now been expanded to 16. Four of the
newcomers were sent on temporary duty
to improve the vital communications be-
tween Phon Penh and Washington.

Ever since diplomatic relationsywith
Cambodia were restored last July, the
Embassy has been instructed to keep a

low profile and not meddle in Cambodian
affairs.
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TAX RETURNS — Several Congress-

men -have raised a howl over Presi-
dential trouble-shooter Clark Mollenhoff’s
access to income tax returns. They dis-
creetly haven’t mentioned, however, that
Congress also has been getting tax returns
out of the Internal Revenue Office.

Since the convening of the current Con-
gress, 11 requests have been made for tax
returns by three committees: Senate Gov-
ernment Operations, House Crime and
House Internal Security.

The two tax-writing‘committees, Sen-
ate Finance and House Ways and Means,
have automatic access to tax returns. Nej-
ther, however, has asked to look at any
returns for the past four years.
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