A Special Note from: C ZE - J ! *

To You - the last hope for justice at Kent State

Dear Friend,

A little over five years ago my daughter,
Allison, and three other students were killed
by National Guard rifle fire at Kent State
University. In addition, 13 others were shot
and injured ~- one permanently paralyzed.

In the past five years the families of
the dead and injured have untiringly attempted
to establish accountability among Governor
Rhodes, the Adjutant General, and the guards-

men for the "indiscriminate firing." '"Indis~-
criminate firing" are not my words -- I would
choose something stronger -- but they are the

words of the Adjutant General, Sylvester Del
Corso, who repeated before a grand jury 16

effrey G. Miller

Allison B. Krause

times that the guardsmen were not justifzga in
shooting into the crowd.

After five years the families of the dead and woun
a civil trial -- to seek truth and justice -- but, as y
many new confessions, we lost the trial. Or did we?

Did we lose when day after day the press reported
dictions, and coverups? It was during the trial that o
cer admitted after all these years that he lied when he
on Jeffrey Miller's body . . . that he lied when he had
ing brass knuckles on still another shot-down student.

I wish you could have sat with us in that Ohio cou
truth of Kent State began to see the light of day after
I wish you could have shared with the families of the d
mind in knowing in our heads what we have always known
our children were indeed innocent of any wrongdoing!

And yet, we lost the trial. Or did we?

Last winter I realized how important our efforts we
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concept that no government

official or officer can deprive any American of his or her rights to assembly, freedom

of speech, life, or liberty without due process of law.
have made this concept loud and clear. Today, however,

We cannot let this verdict stand. The families of

A victory at our trial would
we are not So sure.

the dead and injured are going
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Sylvester T. Del Corso, adjutant
general when the Ohio National
Guard shot and killed four stu-
dents at Kent State University in
1970, mmv,,mwnm&w told a federal
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age trial resulting from the
shootings. i
‘They were blocked, however, by
Judge Don J. Young who ruled
that Del Corso, who was a defend-
ant, could not be forced to testify
as an expert. :

" Corso’s grand jury testimony for
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testimony to a federal grand jury
in Cleveland. In that testimony
given last year, Del Corso stated
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Lawyers for the parents of the
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concluded $46 million civil dam-
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Corso whether he considered the
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A. Rhodes and the others of any
blame for the deaths and injuries.

Joseph Kelner, chief plaintiffs’
lawyer, told Judge Young his rul-
ing to restrict Del Corso’s tesy,

) T4 weeksof
testimony the jury voted, 9-to 2. to
exonerate Del Corso, Gov. James
»

£_come.it.”
ty - offi

The Cleveland Press, Aug.

28, 1975

4

' ot justified in shooting, or even

1

Epeciul to The New York Times”
CLEVELAND, June 30—Al
former Ohio National Guard |4 brag
officer testified today that he| " e
lied to fellow guardsmen w:M.

sons five years 8|
Nwroﬂu» ﬂm&:n a gun on %_m
body of one of four students

nuckles.
nyder’s

eys,

=
Nosﬁ State Guardsman Testifies He Lied

3 Snyder's testimony was|
w,_w:a disclosure that
about the weapon

testimony'dents and guardsmen who have

seventh week of the

, which rwnu: wn_.&Em
he judge

E-ﬁ%m mo_vownoiﬂmnma.ﬂ: run through August.

in six weeks.

The jury of seven women and
five men has heard from 30
witnesses, mostly former stu-

delivered conflicting stories of
mr_w;mvvoasa on the campus.
Lawyers now. predict the trial]

illed at Kent State Univer

tain in the

1970, when the shootings Oc- §
14 dur

demonstration }

— = Cam. |

THE N

EW YORK TIMES. TUESDAY, JULY 1, 1975
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Despite the fact that a federal jury
?::.._v high state officials and National
&Guardsmen not accountable in the shootings
at Kent State University, this is not likely to
be the the last word in the long and tragic
drama. P e
the attorney for the p ainti as
b ill appeal. Some of M_:nwm_ hﬂ
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The Guard Claimed They Fired in
"Self-Defense":

and yet,
--Bi11 Schroeder, age 19, was

killed by a bullet while
standing 380 feet away!

--Sandy Scheuer, 20, was killed

while standing 390 feet away!

--Jeff Miller, 20, was 265 feet
away when killed!

--Allison Krause, 19, was 343
feet away when killed! —

The guard claims self-defense,
yet all the students were un-
armed and a football field away
when shot and killed!!!

--Doug Wrentmore was 330 feet
away when shot and Tnjured!

--Bobby Stamps was 500 feet
away and handing a pretzel
to a girl when shot!!!

SELF-DEFENSE??




to appeal the decision. It is not easy to ask all th
horrible 13 seconds on May 4, 1970, when 68 shots ran
But, we all stand united in pushing for the truth thi

Beyond this appeal there are no more le
courses. This will be the final word o

A civil suit of this type is very expensive. It
pursuit of truth and justice. '

However, no such burden faces the defen
State of Ohio paid out almost one milli
to defend the officers and guardsmen wh
the deadly shootings.

And, there is another human responsibility we ha
finding out why these young people were so brutally s
Besides seeing that it never happens again, we must s
injured are not denied expensive medical treatments b
state won't pay for it and the families cannot afford

Dean Kahler was 300 feet away from the guard whe
the first shot and threw himself on the ground. Whil
ground he felt the bullet that has left him permanent
And Joe Lewis was 60 feet from the guard when he was
the ground, and was shot again, leaving him permanent
"Self-defense,"” the guard claimed!

Public concern made our first trial possible . .
make the appeal happen. In short, it depends on you
assault for truth at Kent State.
appealing, for reliving those anguishing moments. T
case are essential for every single American citizen.

We are planning our legal strategy now, and need
. o o that you are with us in this final quest. We,
the parents of the dead, are united . . but, we nee
the wherewithal.

A lawyer for the Ohio National Guard said after
have just heard the last word on Kent State."” Please
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