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ent State

Probe Re-Opened

Washington

A renewed interest by
some Justice Department
officials in the movements
of former FBI informant
Terrence B. Norman in-
fluenced the government’s
decision to reopen the in-
vestigation into the 1970
Kent State University
slayings, but Senator
Birch Bayh’s disclosure
that Norman may be a
“catalyst” was not a fac-
tor, Assistant Attorney
General J. Stanley Pottin-
ger said yesterday.

In fact, Pottinger. told a

newsman, Bayh’s written al-

legation that Norman may
have fired the first shot, and
the documents supporting
that claim, did not reach the
Justice Department until
Friday’s announcement that
Attorney General Elliot L.
Richardson had ordered a
new probe into the tragedy.
. Four students died during
the May 4, 1970, protest of
the U.S. invasion of Cam-
bodia.

X RELEASE

Three hours after Richard-
son’s announcement on Fri-
day, Bayh held 'a press con-
ference at:which he released
three written statements by
Ohio National Guardsmen
purporting to implicate Nor-
man, 24, who then was also
a Kent State student, in the
shooting. '

‘In one of the statements, a.

lieutenant was quoted as

saying he heard Norman, |

who is now a member of the
Washington, D.C., metropol-
itan police force, say, “I
think T shot one of the stu-
dents.”

Pottinger repeated his
previous contention that the
Kent State inquiry was

based on a number of events

that have occurred since |
former Attorney General -
John Mitchell decided in Au- -

gust, 1971, against launching

a federal grand juryinvesti- :

gation. .

They include, Pottinger
said, civil suits brought by
the parents of the victims,
other Congressional inquir-

ies, student petitions, lobby-

ing by the academic commu-
nity, increased pressures for

reform of National Guard :
procedures, and continual in- |

quiries by the press.
NORMAN

“I'm not saying that Terry
Norman was not an influ-
ence . . . I'm saying that he
(Bayh) didn’t force our
hand,” Pottinger said.

Pottinger indicated that
the controversy over Nor-
man’s role at Kent State
may turn out to be as mis-
leading as some of the theo-
ries that accompanied the
investigation into the assas-
sination of President Keune-
dy. This would tend to obfus-
cate the inquiry into what
prompted the National
Guardsmen to open fire, he
said.

Although Norman has re-
fused to comment to report-
ers, he has told police offi-
cials here that he never
fired his revolver during the
demonstration, but that he
struggled with some stu-
dents and during the melee
his revolver fell to the
ground.

He told the police here he
had worked for the campus
police part time and was

. carrying his gun in that ca- -

pacity. In an interview with
Ohio law enforcement -ay-
thorities, Norman reportedly
said he was working for
“the campus' police and
higher-ups™ during the dem-
onstration and intended to
use photos he was taking for :
prosecution purposes. e
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